press pnotograpiier \\no 
JL makes the big scoop is tlie 
one who secures good results 
under conditions which other 
photographers think hopeless. 


A successful tenth of a second 


BHAYAN’S LIBRARY 

This book is valuable and 
NOT to be ISSUED 
out of the Library 
without Spedal Permission 


m which the highest speed is com- 
bined with wonderful latitude and 
density giving power 

\Vellington & Ward Ltd., Elstree, Herts. 



PHOTOPRESS 


CAN SECURE THE 
BEST MARKET AND 
PRICE FOR YOUR 
PICTURES 


^END along to 
Johnson’s Court, 
Fleet Street, London, 
E.C.^, for terms and 
free advice 


PltOTOPRtSi 
TtUgra-ti IltET 


“Kodak” 
Bromide Papers 

for 

Quality, RcHabiliiy and Econom) 

There*s a grade 
for eveiy need 


"r«rfn«a«o(** N<(ur»l 
fudace With a 'ticht 
ihean In Rtpiij and 
Slow Smooth and Rapid 
Rough 


“Old Mailer” Broad 
grain thick bare in 

Cream and White 
Rapid 


**N»Wo” Gloaay Rapid 


Malle Cream Bromide. 


“Coatrad” Plucky pnnia from 
Hat negativea In Velrel 
Cloary and Flalmo Matte 


Kodak Ltmiled Kingavtay kAndon W C 2 


THE COMPLETE 
PRESS PHOTOGRAPHER 





T M E 

COMPLETE PRESS 
PHOTOGRAPHER 


llY 

BELL R. BELL 

’ roc*WU’iK*‘orTiniiimsn jonsii. 
orfHOTookimr 



S)!R ISAACriTMAN * SONS. LTD HENRY GREENWOOD A CO . LTU 
r \RKER ST , KINOSWAY. W C 2 AVELLINGTON STREET 

n*Tn, MFLDOUBKE TORO*ITO. "tBW YORK LOVDOV, ENGLAND 


1930 



/Vrrf FNmn, )*>5* 

TitprinI/ 1 unh •<»»* AMtSim*. 





PREFACE 


'I’liL art and i)rActicc of Pn'*?-? plwtogmidiy may not interest 
tlic average man in the street, hut there arc numerous 
amateur photograplicra who often express the desire to 
loiow how to get one of their pictures accepted by Rome 
of the legion of papers and journals that use photographs 
m one w’ay or another. No doubt the majority of these 
amateurs seek to know sometliuig of the art of Press 
photography so that they may have the “ thrill ” of seeing 
their work in print and also the pleasure of earning an 
occasional half-guinea or so towards the expenses of tlioir 
hobby, but there are others who, being keenly interested 
m photography for its own sake, aspire to t!»o art and 
practice as a means of bvcliliood. It is for the latter in 
particular that I have “creamed” my experience as a 
working free lance operator and as a student — by inclina- 
tion as well ns by necessity— of the illustrated Press 

Wlien desire led mo out on the professional road I looked 
round for a textbook that would give me much needed 
guidance on the way, a book that would not only toll me 
“ Wliat to Do,” but “ IIoxo to Do It ” I searched in vain 
I learned the prodice only after much tiring spado work, 
unguided study and operating, which often resulted m 
“ Editorial Regrets * ” 

What I have learnt since those days I liave set down m 
the following pages in the hope that the information will be 
as acceptable to would-bo operators now as it would have 
been to me ui days long past The work is complete only 
as far as my professional knowledge and literary ability 
can make it, but I venture to thinlc that it wuU bo of some 
assistance to aspirants Should it also be of some little 
help to operators who are .already established, then its 
place on bookstall and booksliclf may be justified 

The photographs which illustrate the work liave been 
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clioscn ^\ith care \\ith the exception of tlic ttto very 
romirkablo motoring pictures on lages C5 and 87 I 
liave reframed from reprodiicmg ony pliotograjili that 
rarel> comes the waj of the nverigc opentor The ptirj oso 
of the book IS not to teach Iho would be pressman to rtl} 
upon remvrkallc pictures but rather to tram him to 
all that are /nlfaUe Scoops are sure cheque bruigcM 
but thej arc rare they come oiilj at long interi als 1 ut 
saleable pictures can be secured tacrj da^ 

Tiio publication of this book is due to the encouragement 
amlaer^ aaluablcmatenalnssistaiiceof leter towhomit 
13 dedicated and I here record my smeerest ap] retiation and 
thanks for that encoungement and help wathout which it 
M ould not haa o been written 
My best thanks arc \l»o gieen to my brother G W U 
wlio secured a good man> of the j hotogrnplis reproduced 
to the Editors of the i?ri<i<A Journal of P!olooraphy for 
Imd permission to make extracts from my regular series 
of Press PliotograjUj Notes in tJiat excellent weekh 
and to Mr r R Logan F R P S and Mr J R Bambndge 
M Se for a ery courteously contributing the mteresting 
histones to their respective remarkable photograpl s 
BELL R BELL 

rVicol plana ot th» Br lul Jo n nl 
of Pholoy aply 
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(6) Effect of Eoniething that Juss ]nj)pened 

(c) The purely novel 

(tf) The purely pjoturesque 

A photognpli winch oliows something happening 
the effect of sometiung that has happened t-< the ne»^ 
pictiirt proper that is it convex sneirs As I do not inteiK 

to WTite at length on the different t^pes I shall refer in' 
readers to the four photograplis on jiages 2 and T Ihe-e 
will I hope explain themselves and the clause to wind 
they belong 

TJie first (a) depicts the Pnnce of ;Vales inspecting a 
Guard of Honour when his activities were even more fiillj 
noted in the newspapers than thev are to-da^ He ha<l 
great news value and thi» pjiotograpli w as uccepterl hi 
four papers despite the fact that a batferj of staff ngencj 
and free-lance operators was present and aU had thoir 
oiiota of sales of a similar picture 

The picture of the wTod ed building is a striking eximple 
of type (6) At the time this was taken a gnlc was raging 
throughout the country and con«cquenth ant good photo- 
groph that sUowtd the havoc wrought cn 3 o\ed ft rvatlv sale 
The «oinothing novel photograph is well iJlustratcrl 
b> Strange PJa 3 Tuntea (c) I do not think 1 need ia\ 
more than refer mj readers to the picture itself and the fact 
that the aiiiuinls repre enfed are a badger a cat a foxliound 
and a terrier 

Eeproductiou (rf) serves well to define the nieanmg of the 
purely picturesque news photograph T1 ough it niai 
have practically no neire value a picture of this sort is often 
rcaddy accepted bi editors for tho reason indicated by the 
Art Editor of the Datli/ Dispatch — os nn occasional relief 
from tho eveiyday tipc of picture 

In practically till jiapers the four types of photographs 
are requireii faut m thoec which do not di jk'II'M’ new« 
tijics (a) and (U) mu t either initruct or nmu«c That is 
the only difference 


AbihUes Required m the Press Photographer 
The abd^oa requireil m any ptison who conlcmtlates 
taking up Press photography as a means of livelihood can 
bo summed up concisely m the phrase A now for news 
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would be Press photographer can develop the abihty to 
recognize news when it comes withm his hearing or vision 

Having an eye for pictures does not mean that one 
must possess the much talked oi artistic temperament ' 
Indeed il the Press photographer has the latter quality so 
strong that he cannot sink rt at a moment s notice he will 
find it a hmdrance and not a help, for many a time he is 
compelled bj force of conditions to make an exposnre when 
he knoivs instmctively that «etting hght etc are all 
wrong artistically Should his aesthetic sense revolt 
nothing Will remam for him but to seek to conquer m another 
sphere wherein Ins temperament will be allow ed fuller pJaj 

OI course I do not mean that the pressman has no need 
of art Indeed far from that , there are occasions w hen a 

picture can be greatly increased m monetary value if 
the photographer can make the utmost out of it artis 
tically and yet retain every bit of its news value But 
generally speaking news is of first importance and everv 

picture must be viewed m that hght If news and 
art can be served then by all means incorporate them in 
the photograph 

The secret of Pre«s pliotc^T^phj lies in the eye for 
pictures so the extent of an operators experience and 
success IS measured bj it The modem pressman must be 
able to see picture po«sibibties in practically eveiy bit 
of news 

Of course the inajontj of news photographs are what 
one might call direct news that is they have been 
taken for the simple reason that the particular events 
actually happened most probably were preMou«lj known 
as likely to happen and because they had some obvious news 
value But dozens of photographs reproduced in the course 
of a >ear are the result of ®taff and free lance operators 
seeing beyond their news noses and u«mg the eje for 
pictures in a marked and sometimes startling way If the 
newepaper reader could icam the hi torj of some of these 
pictures he w ould be astounded not so much at the technical 
skill required to get them as at the ability to see the picture 
pcisibilities of the particular bit of news It is this nbiht\ 
that counts for «o much m the art of the Press photographer 
for no matter liow excellent I is arrangements for eollecling 
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ue^s inaj be, or how grvat lus photographic skill, ho cannot 
bo succe-^ful if ho con poo * pictures ” onl} in the most 
obvious ca«ta such as a rulwnj Bmnsh, etc It is most 
esscfihal that he should be aWo to recognize news when he 
secs or hears it, and also realize immediatch tho greatest 
picture possibilities it oflers 

Often I ba\c been asked ‘Can the a\cragc person be 
trained to hare this * picture oje ’ ’ ” ^M»ui>s jiij answer 
has been the same, “ if lie already has the news nose ’ 
and IS a fitudent not niercli a ‘ looker througli ’ of tho 
illustrated Press " The would be Press photographer must 
tram himself to Msuiltze a picture m e\tr^ hit of news he 
reads or hears Sometimes ho mnj think it has no possi 
hihties at all, but frequently he has onU to mcw it from a 
shghtly different angle to realize that it has not one, but 
several 

Choice of Area of Operation. 

*^\hat arc the osscntiaN lobe looked for in n locality 
where a prospective free lantc proposes to operate ? ’ is n 
question that is sometimes asked Well, of course some 
districts have no nows value’ whatever w hilst there are 
others in winch it is not too much to expect anylhng to 
happen As the Press photographer lives on news” Ins 
choice of area of operation must necessarily depend upon 
the news possibilities of a district Then again a good deal 
depends upon what subject or subjects the operator intends 
to specialize in apart from general news (It is a good 
policy to specialize for apart from the possibility of maL 
ing a name it is of value as a stand by m nothing 
liappeiiiiig times ) 

There are dozens of ways of viewing a prospective area 
of operation from the news and picture gettmg standpoint, 
but even tlie ideal locnhty is useless if it does not offer 
ready and good facihties for the distribution of prints Of 
course the Post Office is ubiquitous but in many places the 
last di'spatch goes when the photographer is just settmg out 
on a job the negatives or pnnts of W'hich must to be of 
any use at all be in London offices the follow ing mormng or 
early afternoon Accordmgly other means of dispatch and 
transport must be available This is wliere the railway 
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comes m and it is b^ tlie railway that the operator find* a 
cheap and «peed\ means of getting lus work on to the 
market 

A free-lance reading in or near London has an adrantage 
over lus colleague in the pronnces for he can if necessarr 
per«onalh leave prints at the principal offices and al o at 
the Citv offices of the mam pronnctal papers But it i- 
the provmcia! operator 1 would addre^ here He should 
be withm casi dutance of a main rulwav and m or near 
a centre where facihhes are good for catching London 
expresses at a late hour of the mght or in the earlv mom 
mg that packages mav amve m liondon in good time for 
tl e next day s evemng paper** (Pubhcation in a London 
* evening of sav to-dav doe« not mean that the same 
picture will not be u«ed m to-mormu morning « edition 
circulating m the province^ ) 

The choice of an area of operation can also be grealJv 
influenced hi the proiinuti of a town or cit\ producing a 
daily piper lumg picture* Indeed I would «av that tie 
area of operation «hould whenever po«s.ib)e include the 
circulation area of a local dadx edition malaog a <tron<* 
feature of local event ^Icr the editor has accepted a 
few of the free lance « prints be will probablv throw out an 
occasional sugge«tion for pictures that would be welcomed 
Staff operator* cannot cover all event* neither can an 
editor have bis finger on all the news of the dutnet There 
are bound to be times when the free-lance can help to mam 
tarn the prestige of anv paper If the projxised area ha 
more than one picture-featuruig paper then tJ e operator i* 
indeel fortunate 



CHAPTER II 
CAMERA EQUIPMENT 

Choice of Camera 

Though it is q^uite possible to make pictures for the Press 
with the cheapest of cameras, it can readily be understood 
that, if Press photography is taken up seriously by the 
amateur, he must equip lumself with apparatus capable of 
copmg with all lands of outdoor and indoor photography 
under all conditions 

One of the most rare and mteresting senes of ‘ ancient 
customs ” photographs I have ever seen was taken with a 
cheap and very old camera Practically all the snaps were 
technically excellent and despite the fact that some had 
been taken just a little too soon or too late for the greatest 
“ news value " they would have been readily accepted 
either as a senes by the Sphere, tlie lllusirated LondonNeiu 
the Oraphic or the National Geographic Magazine (America) 
at a really good price (they were umque as a senes and not 
eaailj obtamed by a white man) or as news pictures by a 
dozen or more daily papers But the photographer who 
was nothing more than a tngger puller ’ and hope for 
the best amateur, bad a very large slice of luck He was 
in a country where over exposure was more likely to happen 
than under exposure even at high shutter speeds, and 
though several of his exposures were on obviously quickly 
moving pedcstnans at close quarters there were no bad 
signs of subject movement despite the fact that the maxi 
mum shutter speed of a doubtful 1/100 sec was the shortest 
exposure t Had a regular pre^man been in this amateur’s 
shoes he w ould have had his shutter worlang at no less than 
twice that speed — jet the lucky amateur without a single 
thought and m blissful ignorance of all such requirements 
got — for arrested movement at least — the psychological 
moment faultlossh recorded ’ 

But siicli a case is very rare indeed I suppose it is an 
example of the pro\ erbial luck of the beginner 

The average operator is a one-camera man in type at 

9 
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Icist and lie cm j,imran> Ik. alittl iijkhi to get pnctic.nll> 
iin^ class oi incture uitli it from an * at homo ’ portrait of 
the best dressed actress to an acna! \ie« of the finish of 
the Dtrbj or a tram Fmasli in a tunnel And lie selects his 
camera mtli as iinich care and thought as n high)} temper 
amentnl tennis i»H}Lr selects a racket 

Iherc arc but two tjpes of caincrus jn general u«c among 
Pres-s piiotograplicra to-da} , though there arc more ndier 
tised as being cmmentl} suitable for Prcs.s work Among 
the latter la a bo’c magnuno tjpc which, though capable of 
d( ing nail} good work is not to le recommended oumg to 
the fact that only certain well defined classes of Prei-s photo 
grvphs can successfully bo tackled with it The two inun 
weaknesses arc its lack of a focal plunu shtittcr and the 
necessity for a dark room when any one of its ‘ load of 
tweho or more plates is wantoel 

Of the two tyjws that arc capable of dcahng with the 
whole range of Pfc«s work the most familiar and most 
generally used in this country is tho Anschutz pattern 
folding camera with a focussing lens mount 1 or compact 
ness ease of handling lack of complicated movements and 
for being ready on the instant this typo of camera is without 
n% al The Goerz Anschutz qualities are now embodied in 
several Pnglish malies of go^ sound worlmanship and 
though each may Jiave some exclusive feature incorporated 
all are alil c in tho essentials 

Owing to tlie fact that the majority of opemtora m tl is 
country use it this type is now invariably known as the 

Press camera In Amenen Iiowever the reflex liolds a 
greater popularity and I am told that it is quite common 
to see Press photographers lugging half plates Apparently 
tho Amencau picture getter is more sturdily built tlian 
his English cousin 1 

The advantages of the Anschutz pattern camera arc 
many Its compactness alone is well worth consideration 
for a large camera case swinging from the shoulder is a great 
handicap when operating m crowded streets etc A 5 X 4 
size of this type wath about 18 plates m double backs or 
Mackenzie Wishart envelopes can be earned m a case 
ineasimng 12m X 8 in X 5 in It will thus be realized 
what a distinct advantage such a camera offers and the 
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case lies •^migl) at the side >\hGn the strap is saung on one 
shoulder I’liite holders are ea«»ily tal cn from the case 
generally used for thc<5C folding cameras and the tuo com 
partmc nts are 'n erj useful for separating the exposed plates 
from the unexpo'^ed capeciallj m a rush Nothing is more 
annojmg than the discovery that a plate has been exposed 
taice through uncertainty or hek of method It is true 
that uith this camera the operator cannot see whether the 
subject is exactly in focus as he can with the reflex but 
practice will give him confidence in accurately judging 
distances from 2 to 30 yds or wrhntevcr is the infinity 
distance of the lens used In summer ojicrating unless the 
plate U‘!ed is known to be slow and the shutter has to be 
speeded up to its extremity of about 1/1200 part of a second 
the fullest possible Uae of stopping dowm ' the lens will 
make amends for any small error in focussing 
The lens employed m this folding typo of camera is 
invariably mounted m a focussing jacl et working on a 
helical screw and it can readdy be set at any distance in 
the range of scale The begmner may occasionally forget 
to readjust tius scale after an exposure and before exposing 
on another or the same subject at a ibffercnt distance but 
it will soon become a matter of second nature to him to 
look to his focussing scale before exposing 
The viewfinder is of the prismatic typo and the subject 
IS seen and composed direct If purcliasmg a second hand 
camera of the folding type it is wise to compare the com 
position and size of the image in the finder at various 
distances wath that given lu the ground glas& focussing 
screen Sometimes these finders give a proportionately 
larger image than that actually photographed so it is well 
to be aware of any difference and either allow for it or 
better still have a new finder fitted 

For the majority of news photographs the An'ichutz 
pattern camera is wathout nval but the reflex must not 
be Ignored entirely Tliere are occasions when absolute 
accuracy of focus is essential and it is satisfyang to know 
on releasmg the shutter that the result wall not be fuzzy 
Another distinct advantage it has is that the subject can 
be viewed in the finder to withm a fraction of a -second of 
exposing- thus avoediag any unintentional beheading of 
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a figure or Icaruig it out from the fringe of the picture alto 
gether Hundreds of excellent ne«s jihotographs are regu 
larly obtained n ith a reflex m this and other eountnt and 
I see no reason m tlie number should not be increased 

The bulkincss of the reflex 13 ita chief disadvantage but 
there are a few really efficient folding tapes to be bad and 
it IS quite an casj matter to fit a pn inatic view finder for 
u«c v\ hen it is de«irablc to sight it from eve lev el Fven u ith 
the standard model a distance gauge and view finder can 
be u«cd eflcctively for operating as an An chutz 

Quite recently a new type of camera has been jiot on the 
market TheGoutc*v-a ^^etUlMiroflexisa combined Pre-vs 
and foldmg reflex A single movement converts it into 
either, and jierhaps before long it will be regarded as the 
standard equipment of prt « men for there is no denv mg the 
great usefulness of such a camera 

Whatever typo of camera is clio«en for senous work it 
mi«/ have a shutter working in the focal plane that i« a 
roller bbnd passing just in front of the plate A between 
lens shutter u fairlj accurate for speeds up to 1/2^0 sec 
but even at its beat it cannot jiossibly eopo with morethan 
a small percentage of the exposures* demanded in all round 
Press photography iewcamerasof cither Anschutz pvttem 
or reflex however are fitted nath other than focal plane 
shutters so the would be operator need not have anv 
anxieties m this direction when making a purohn«e vinle^ of 
course he is per>uaded into buying a very old second hand 
model As the shutter together with the lens i» the mo t 
unportaut part of a pressman e camera it should be given 
everj care I do not sav attention because so long as it 
wor^ effectively it should not be touched If it ceases to 
work smoothly or accuratelv then it is a job for a specials t 
Several rehahle repairers advertise regularh in the British 
Journal of Photography 

A self-capping shutter is not a nece&sity but it certamh 
IS an advantage Some operatore prefer the ordmarj t3 pe 
they contend that there la less nsk of a breal down But 
whatever pattern is used it should be smooth m action and 
as quiet as po-sible Some makes have a drop like tl e 
crack of a pistol while othezs only whisper Of coiir-o 
the latter is the ideal but it is not possible to hive all tl e 
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best qualities embodied m any one particular make of 
camera 

Choice o! Lens 

There are many makes of lenses but the choice of a lens 
suitable for Press T\ork can be limited to a small number 
when we have onlj to consider focal length and aperture 
If the camera is bought complete then tlie Jens sJiould be 
the deciding factor in the purchase If a lens has to be 
fitted then the tjqie of camera will decide its focal length 
particularly if it is of the Anschutz folding pattern Size 
too must be taken into consideration All I need say here 
13 that when a lens has to bo fitted to the folding type of 
camera tbo photograpJier should not attempt to do this 
luniself A skilled instrument maker and specialist must 
do it to ensure accuracy of mountmg m accordance with 
the focal length of the lens and the extension of the camera 
With a reflex accuracy of mounting is not so important 
for any difference m focal length can be immediatelj 
adjusted by the rack focussing 

The most suitable focal length of lens to cover a quarter 
plate 18 m -6 in for a 9 c m by 12 c m 6 m and for a 
6X4 Cm -C^ in These are the focal lengths of lenses 
generally fitted to Press cameras and they are regarded as 
most suitable for all round work I shall discuss telephoto 
lenses later 

Whatever lens is chosen its aperture should not be less 
than f/4 5 It is true that summer time operatmg will 
allow the use of an f/6 3 lens and m a large number of 
instances it will be stopped down to f/11 but even 
during the months of June July and August many a good 

picture presents itself at a late hour w ben an f/6 3 lens 
would not be adequate except for very slow speeds such 
as 1/15 sec or 1/20 sec Therefore I w-ould advise the 
would be operator to chocse any good mal e of lens w-orlong 
at f/4 5 Of course if it is winter or early spring when a 
start is to be made and a few extra pounds can be easilj 
spared then the choice can he made irom several wonderful 
lenses with full worlung apertures of f/3 9 and f/2 5 But 
I do not recommend the latter aperture to the beginner 
When the plate to be covered requires a focal length of from 
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dozens of other occa'^ions *» telephoto lens of such small 
size lar^e apcrtuie and complete depcndabiUtj ns the 
Dnilon IS a practical nccessitj nowadays m the equipment 
of the Preas photographer who wishes to move with the 
times and got the best possible pictures The depth of 
focus at all c^tcnslons js particularly good and the bnlhance 
of the rendered image is also noteworthy Dallmeyers have 
produced n lens of w hicli they aro rightly proud and their 
accomplishment has provided many a piessinan with the 
moans of securmg pictures that would otherwise ha\e had 
to 1 c regarded as hojeless 

The makers of tlus splendid lens realized that if it w as to 
1)6 of u‘'6 to the Pfc s photographer it had to be readily inter 
changeable with the lens generally used and the Dallon can 
now be supphed with n suitable thread for that purpose 

The Disadvantages of a Telephoto Lens on the Folding IVpe 
of Camera 

^\hen a telephoto lens is fitted to an Anschutz pattern 
canion or indeed any camera using i direct vision view 
finder it has one di advantage Unless the photographed 
imago IS small or at a considerable distance so that it is 
obvious that even two or tlireo magnifications cannot 
possibly enlarge it beyond the area of the plate there is 
no accurate guide as to whether the rendered image is in the 
required position on the plate The direct \ lew finder gives 
the same size of image irrespective of the focal length of the 
lens used and it will thus be seen that wl en a fixed separa 
tion telephoto lens giving two or three magnifications is 
employed the operator must remember to allow for this 
increase in area of subject When dealing with small distant 
ol jects there is no need for anxiety but when trying to got 
a larger figure at about 10 or 12 yds or less great care must 
be exercised in composing the subject m the finder It is 
better to <<acnfice a subject s legs rather than its head ' 

ith the reflex of cour« this danger does not exist but 
if the change of lens is kept in mmd and the increase m area 
of subject carefully allow ^ for I see no reason why a fixed 
reparation telephoto lens such as the Dallon rliould not be 
of inestimable \ ahie to the operator w lio prefers an Anschutz 
j attein camera 



1-i Tlth COMPLETt IHLSS rilOTOCnArjtElt 

5 to 6J in , a Jens of sucli extreme aperture ns f/2 5 has 
vorj little dcptli of focus, and con‘>cquentl^ the locu«.'ing 
has to be "dead on*’ Even \iilh an f/J 9 the operator 
must be able to judge vnnotis distances accurateh if nnj* 
tiling like a sliarph focussed image is to lie securwl That, 
of course, is ivith an “ ojien ” lens 
For wmter photography, when the light is often of poor 
value, a large aperture lens can be excccilingh useful, but 
hundreds of news pictures are still taken with the more 
familnr f/4 S This lens a good deptli of focus when 
in focal lengths of from 5 to Cl in , niul it is the one I adite 
the beginner to choose 

When a Telephoto Lens Scores. 

Untd quite receutlj there was not a telephoto lens which 
allowed anj’tlung hke instantaneous photography, at Iea5t 
at speeds when it was not noeessarj’ for the photographer 
to saj , “ Kow , quite steady , please’ ’ ’’ Certainly nothing 
hke real “ action ” photography w as j>o>sible But to-ilaj 
there are a few fi^ed separation telephoto lenses which 
permit high speed work Wlien Messrs Dallmeyers gave 
me the pleasure of fitting their Dallon telephoto len» to luv 
camera it did not take me long to visualize a hundred and 
one occasions when such a lens would be of mestunnble 
value Hie 2 Senes which they courteously asked me 
to test has a full working aperture of f/5 6, which is 
hig enough ” for the greater part of high speed work 
wlien the light la good or moderate Ginng two magm 
ficatioiis and four times mcreare in area wath the same 
camera extension from (he same standpoint this lens offers 
an advantage that has to be expenenced before it can fulh 
be realized At sports mcetmgs when officials object to 
operators getting clo«e-nps and perhaps unnerving a com 
petitor , at football or nigger matches, when in field p!a^ 
pictures are wanted , at coursing meetings, for “ catching ’ 
elusive hare and hounds for general overhead views of a 
reremony when a suitable position for height is too distant 
for effective use of the ordinaiy lens , at functions of nnv 
character where pcr^onahties ” watli news value are 
present and large size figiires or ‘ heads ” are desired 
without having to operate too close to the subject , and on 
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Choice ol Dark Slide 

^^iien the am'itcur pliotognphcr cleudes to invest in a 
caraem suitable for the majority of prr^ work he probably 
either collects anti ftven-dilj tlcroiirs the dozens of cata 
logues offered 1 3 the multitndc of camera exchanges and 
dealen or he iiajs a aisit to one of thc«c etehangea or 
dealers to make his purchase direct I do not doubt that 
either of these methods wdl gire him satisfaction in hi» 
choice of a camera but Tilth alt due respect to the technical 
knoTi ledge and experience of photographic dealers anti 
inanufacturtrs salesmen I do doubt if the^ aro qualified to 
advise the prospective pre«smAn as to the best of dark 
sbde for Ins work The average salesman will naturally 
recommend the class of ehde with uhicli a certain camera 
IS equipped whether it be single metal slide bookfonu 
double back blockform or solid double-back or Mackenzie 
i> ishart envelope 

All those t^Ties can lie emploved successfullj* lot in 
startmg out as a pre-sman the photographer mav as tvcU 
equip lumself with the t^'pe of dark slide that will be the 
n« t rehable efiiciont and semecable Rehabihtv and 
efficiency naturaUv take pnont> but scmceabilitT must 
aUo be considered for when once established and operating 
EQore or less, practicaUj erei^ day of the year a Press 
p otographer handles lus slides a surpnaing number of 
times and often in speedv handling— ehangmg the sbde 
ana opemng and closing the slieath — he cannot give them 
the care the> are intended to have Consequentlj rehabihtv 
httT"! semceabihtv and efficiency just a 


Considering rehabihty and efficiency as a joint necessitx 
there IS one type of sbde that surpasses aU others and that 
double back J,o matter wl ether it u 
Anschutz pattern camera it is far 
em,n *1 occumcj of handluig It is pr^ 

^ photographers best tj-pe of dark slide 

ave^l ? "ot the weakness of the 

of bookfonn type where there is tie possi 
wLV ? rush of chining 

1 ffht iitri t weather conditions affecting the 

Ight tightness of tie joints or the sheatJi Lmdmgs 
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botoriujig jiamnpcil mid nlloning Jiglit to pa'W through con 
tinued drawing mu! ckixiiig tf tin* •■hcalh for the hlockfonii 
‘‘hentli IS III ont jik'cc and not so danngcd For 

rapiditr of Imndling and cliaiiging wlidi Itrhnp^ tlio hx-^s 
of a fttt Ktondfi or r» om M'cond %iould mean ini< ii g a 

best 8<ncr ’ it is imoquallinl It has the advantage oitr 
the single fIuIc or ^lackenzie-W iHlnrt eniclopc in that two 
CTiMisurcs can lie midi without turning to tlie cnincm ca^e 
to heck another slide Of courve, can. mu»t Ijc excrci-ed 
and no attimpt made to m iket/rrerxiKwiires on two pHtc-s * 
All hlidts must be iiiimberr<l | romiiK nt!^ I ha\e scon «onic 
with niitiurds so large that it npjtctred imjiossihlc to nnke 
a imstake hut 1 do not ndti«e euch marking It i <jtule 
nnnetesaarj and takes up spict that is \en lahiablc for 
read^ note Inkiiip hairl^ large numbers in one corticf are 
sufiicicnt But the human element cannot Ixi ignored In 
a moment of extreme mental notuit^— of wlmli a pressman 
must 1)0 capiblt if ho ls to lie succe>x ful — it i« (piito ew to 
err and make two exposure^ on one plate The numlxirs on 
the slides liowc\er arc intcndeil more ns an acciimte nieuis 
of keeping record of ctfiosures mther than a safetj dcsice 
against accidciiU 

Single slides whether of metal or wood are not to he 
recomnicndeil Thev do not offer the sohditj that i 
essential nor do thej continue to net cfT cienth after a 
sliort penod of Use 


\\itL regard to Mackenzie Mi hart daylight loading enve- 
lopes Tlie«o do undoubte«Ilv offer a great advantage m 
the number of plates that can be cametl in the camera CT-e 
compared w ith double backs or single slides I w ould not 
be vnthout them and their iiece«»aiy loading «hde aa a 
stand bj but great care must be exercised in handling 
ttiem especially in placing tlicm in and taking them out 
of the camera case The sheath is liable to open if the 
wooden tip suffers a slight knock After exposure this 
t anger can be obviated by sticking a small strip of gummed 
paper or stamp edging over the end of tlie sheath and on 
the cover after withtlrawing it from the slide But m 
the rush and scramble of certain jobs tune cannot Ic 
spared even for this sman operation To me this is the 
one clLsadvantage of Mackenzies and certainh it is mol 



CAMElvA EQtTlPME>.T 


19 


annojing to find on opening the camera case on returning 
from a job that even one has nccidentallj opened and 
fogged the plate 

If the amateur pressman does favour these daybght load- 
ing en\ elopes, let him treat them tenderly and examine 
them frequently for signs of frayed edges of the slieath or 
anythmg that Viill prevent easy “running” Given the 
care and attention they are meant to have, Mackenzies will 
servo an operator well Ccrtamly, carrying a couple of 
dozen or more plates in this way means quite a saving m 
« eight compared w ith doiihle hacks 

The Best Size of Plate. 

What IS the best size of plate for Press work * \^’'ell, of 
course, a great deal depends upon the type of camera used 
If the reflex is favoured, then the half plate can bo ruled out 
at once, for the physical endurance necessary — not to men 
tion the willingness' — would be more than that wlucli is 
given to the average pressman Besides, the extreme bulk 
would be a hindrance m “ tight comers ” — the frequent lot 
of an operator covering social functions Even the 5 x 4 is 
on the big side for the reflex, and the post card is altogether 
m the wTong proportion for the usual type of Press com 
position The now popular 9 c m x 12 c m is practicable 
but, unless the reflex is of the folding type, there is only 
one size of plate that can be recommended The quarter 
plate IS neither too big nor too small, and can be used with 
a revolving back, without tlie camera being too bulk\ for 
quick and effective handhng 

IVlien operating with the Anschutz type of camera, the 
half-plate can be used without arm stram, but the weight 
of SIX or more double backs, or twice that number of 
Mackenzie-Wishart envelopes, has caused the half plate out- 
fit to lose a great deal of its one-time popularity, and it is 
seldom seen in the hands of operators nowadays Here 
again, the post card size can be ruled out for the same 
reason ns in the case of the reflex The quarter plate and 
tlie 9cm xl2cin are both extensively used but per- 
sonally, 1 think the G X 4 IS the best size for use with the 
folding ty pc of camera This plate has excellent proportions 
for nearly all clas^ses of work Some operators regard it ns 
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sometlurg of a histirtl ■nze, but I \entnre to think tint 
thev liare not cnclearoured to discover, I13 u«e, any of its 
good qualities I prefer a plite almost square, and a 
working evpenencc with this size Jias proved that it has 
practicnlU the ideal dimensions Of course, both in ca^t 
and weight it is •'Iiglith more than the popular quarter 
plate, but I believe that in tlio future — unle's photography 
is fundanientallj revolutionized — operators wall come to 
rcganl it, as I do per*onall\, as far the most suitabh 
«ized plate for Pre'S work 

iVlthough there are se\eral makes of “Pre«s” cameras 
on the market uaing in x m and smaller plates, I 
do not p^opo‘^5 to di-vcu«s tho-<j, as tbej are too small for 
«enoua work under all the vairing conditions of PrC'^ 
o^rating I do not doubt that there are occa«iODs when 
these “mall cameras are of great use, but a pres-man can 
S^o^^hy be rebed ujion to get a picture with hL> ‘ even* 
day ” outfit if opportunitj offers — providwl he has 111 the 
first instance carefullv and widely cho«en hi> camera 

Choice of Plate. 


It maj »eem unnecessary to write it all on the choiee of 
a plate when there are several eaceedmgl^ good makes on 
the market But let me assure the w ould be operator that 
experience has taught me that such not the case It i* 
true that as far as the average, and might I saa ordman , 
photographer 13 concerned practically an} of the normal 
plates manufactured b\ well known firms wall serve all his 


requirements exceedingly well and httle would be gainetl 
bv expenuienting with each brand before makuig a final 
(lecision and choice There is no necessit\ for him to 
tiemami a plate with a lugh— and actual— II fi D marking 
as e majority of his exposures will require only ver\ low 
speeds os reckoned bv the pr^man Neither newl ho 
trouble about know mg whether it is slow or fast in ‘ fixing ” 

in fact he mereU requires a plate that renders’ well 

Lf makes do that— «ome shghtU l>ettcr than others 

operator however requuc-, and most hate a 
of .r. ^ obb fast in c/i hjAfs fine m grain, capable 

b exposures and has a 

l..(! Hlitn.ie l,„t „l„el, .1,, 
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cipible of being dried npidlj A Hrge order 1 That maj 
be — ^but such a plate is made by two or three British firms, 
and pressmen owe much to them when operating has to be 
done in very poor light, and at necessarj high shutter speeds 

Personally, I find the Ilford “ Auto rdter ” practically 
ideal for the majority of exposures, and it is my favourite 
This plate is very modestly rated at 400 H A D, j et it gives 
excellent density even on short exposures in poor light 
Its colour rendermg properties, together with its great 
latitude, exceedingly fine gram and high actual speed, make 
it emmently suitable for all round operatmg 

Such excellent “Press** plates as Illingworth’s “Super 
Fleet ” Imperial “ Eclipse,” Wellington’s “ Press Plate ” 
and Ilford’s " Press ’* are nil responsible for their quota of 
exceedmgly fine newspaper reproductions All makes have 
then respective valuable properties and any one will 'erve 
an operator well 

In flashlight work it is advisable to use ortho or pan 
chromatic plates, especially when dres'?es are of many differ 
ent colours The result is well worth the little extra care 
necessarj in developing, and certainly when prints are to 
be reproduced in the better class weeklies colour sensitive 
plates should be employed 


»— |T SiHiJ 
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the dark room and adjuncts 

The Dark Room and lla Equipment 

A PitF'is photopmi licr» dirk room Bliuitid Jk* rcad\ for ii'« 
at nii\ mouKiit , then, should not be nn\ nec('^«If^ for 
niucli preparation btfoit the nctiial «orJv of loading slulc' 
deidojiing pht<-? aiul pniiting can lie procecdetl wKli 
r hborntt fittings or moiUI conditions an not csi-entinl, and 
I do not propose to dt scribe uimt 1 consider to Ijo tlie idf*! 
darl room Simpio arrangimiiita arc genemllv best flio 
mam reqnirLincnts are condilions tbit w ill allow coniforlable 
and Sliced^ working Lighting w om of tlio most important 
things to bo considered Nothing is more tr\ing to tlie i^es 
and indeed to the wjiolt bod\, than working in a bndl^ 
ighted dark room aftei ojicmtmg for an hour or two in 
hnlliint sunshine In fict to do so h asking for trouble— 
cjo trouble Of course in the ncliin! ilc\clopni( nt of pistes 
a good opontor does as tiiiich ns iiossiblc in comi Icle 
utirkne^— It is gooil both for phtes and oes—but I nm 
afraid that nian> dark rooms ore so Indh bghtwl that tlle^ 
arc worse than rooms with no light at ill ■M\ own policj 
18 to use the strongest «qfe light possible and I h ivc found 
lat a ,.0 watt Osrnni Pirallel Irnction lamp behind a 

n ratten Senes 2 Sifehght (10 ,n x 8in }answe^sndIninbl^ 

or plates Of course I rcalirc that elcctnc light mams are 
not witlim the reieJi of crerj one but untd quite recently 
u^ci accumulators with every eitisfaction and I whole- 
earteuly advise them where elccfneit^ is not othenn«e 
possible Eight volts on a 0 volt lamp nmj shorten the 
me of a lamp considerably, but the volume of light together 
with Its reaclmess and supcnoritj over gas and oil with 
!i!^f* fumes and dirt ire well worth the 

nearly every garage is 
quipped for the charging of accumulators fm- cars and 
impere hour battenes will be a 
operators Certainly accumu 
g mg in a dark room is to be preferred to gas or oil 
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rumbling in «!emi dirlaie^s not oiilj means iTaste of time, 
unnece'^'sary movements, and mental strain ben a ru'^b is 
on, but also needless ejo strain Photographers who have 
been in my dark rooms have expressed astonishment at the 
amount of light m winch I u ork, particularly in the printing 
room, but all have agreed that certainly it makes for less 
weariness and more pleasure, and, above all, allous speedy 
u orlong 

I make no apology for labouring this question of hghting 
I recall days spent m a dark room lUuminated (*) solely by 
an Oil lamp, the lesultmg headaches, land the lessons they 
taught me If I thought " straight ” day light u ere " safe,' 
I should flood my dark rooms with it forthwith 1 

By all means have y our dark room “ sajehj ’ lighted, but 
not at the expense of precious time and still more precious, 
cy csight 

The necc«sar\ equipment for the development of plates 
IS by no means large or expensive A few porcelain dishes, 
one or two bottles of developer, an ample fixing bath, and 
plenty of clean water at hand are all that are required 
A couple of glass measures will be a useful addition 
The would he operator may wonder which system of 
develoiiment, dish or tank will serve him better Both 
systems are successfully iwed ui Press photography, but I 
advi&e the begmner to employ diab development as m 
early days at least his exposures on a job will seldom 
number more than four or five and frequently there will 
be days when only one or two plates will be exposed Tank 
development can produce excellent negatives but personally 
I regard it as more suitable for studio work where exposures 
are more or less constant and regular than for outdoor 
photography under all conditions of hght Often an operator 
has to ‘ nurse ’ a plate m order to secure a negative that 
w ill give a passable pnnt, and tlus can be done more satis 
factorily by dish development Besides, absolutely fresh 
developer is essential for very high speed w ork during w inter 
months Plates need not be developed singly a whole 
plate <h'h takes four quarter plates and a 10 x 8 holds 
four 6x4 In this way four plates can be developed as 
quickly and as easily as one Celluloid or zylomte plate 
separators are sold by all dealers 
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TJioii{.li It 13 a dccidMl adinntnge to have tho printing 
room (liotinct from tho dark room proper it is not a neces.sit\ 
TOiattrer tho nrrangomcntfl nifl3 be hoae\cr, hero again 
lighting IS of tlu utmost importance A general safe ilium 
in int IS necossarj over tlw- enlarging bench or table I find 
that a bucket shaptd orange gloln* (ns etoeked b\ all the 
leading pliotograpliio dealers) fitteel n\er the same tsTx* of 
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print may mean the loss of a cheque Time is an operator’s 
greatest enemy, and everything ought to be done to combat 
it A short experience of Press operating wdl soon make 
tlio amateur photographer realize what a good bght — or 
lack of it — can mean to him 

As I shall prove later, an enlarger is an absolute nece‘?sity 
for serious w ork There are two types on the market to day 


the old and more famiUar horizontal tj'pe and the modem 
automatic focussing Ivind Undoubtedlj the latter tjqie 
offers seven! distinct adiantages but it also has its di«- 
advnntages The clucf drawback is its tendency to make 
a net negative sweat in the earner Until this danger 
entireU eliminated I think it wise to advise the amateur 
to use the ole! model Besides there is a great deal of 
difference in the prices and I do not consider that the 
adanntages which tlie new model offers nre worth tlie extra 
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The tnlarjjtr illumimiit is often n \c>:iiig problem if elec 
tricit^ IS not at Jnnd Consistency of light is of the grenfest 
importance Uhen printing a long run of jirmts nothing 
IS mom annoying than to find on developing tint the light 
has been incgular in inten-sity Of course choice of ilhnn 
inant \nll bo decided mainly by the aMilabIc supply but 
on the nJiole it is better to have a source of supjtly giving 
a light Inch thougli wtak is steady and rtlnllc rather 
than one a^hich is intense but erritic "W hen electnc jwwer 
is at hand 1 advise the purchase of i Triumph I ocushtc 
as supplied by the Cinema Traders Ltd I haw u«ed one 
of these lamps for a long timt and I do not knou of a lietter 
ilhimiinnt for the honzontal cniaiger The outfit can be 
Ind in candle powers ringing from 100 to 2 000 My own 
allows exposures on normal negatives to be as short ns 4‘'ec 
when I use Medium Contrasty paper This is with a ground 
glass diffusing semen fitted between lamp and condenser 
After a long u«e of gas the installation of this of lamp 
increased the joy of Press pliotogmphy «cseral hundred per 
cent ’ 

The enhrging ea«el should bo simple to ojernte and 
allow easy and quid handling of paper There are se%eral 

° \ market W hatever type is cLo«cn it 

should have a hinged frame for holding the paper and 
printing mas! in position and it should al o be of a size 
that will accommodate 12 m x 10 in paper Do not pur 
chase an easel that requires tie iianer to be jinnal on to 
the board 


The Necessary Printing Mediums 
Though m all probabihty many amateur photograpl ers 
who propose tal mg up news photograpiiy wall have confined 
themselves to gaslight paper as a printing medium tl ere are 
sure to he some who have successfully worked with bromide 
paper both for contact and enlarger pnntmg Those who 
ave not got beyond the contact gaslight pnnt may regard 
the working of bromide paper as a difficult process and so 
se ou in the imtial ventures in Press pliotography watli the 
full expectancy that their iteual prmting medium will serve 
as we ns the faster paper To these let me say at once 
tnat as practically every print which they intend to siil mit 
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to editors must be an enlarged one, bromide paper is a 
necessity Besides bemg as easy to work as gasbght paper, 
it IS capable of giving }n£mtely better results from the 
majority of negatives Its spee<l, too, is a great advantage, 
especially if the operator csannot install electric hghting and 
IS compelled to use gas or oil in his enlarger I knoR that 
some isTiters on the subject recommend gaslight paper for 
getting a passable pnnt from a very thin negative, hut 
petbonal tests have proved to me that practically any brand 
of Contrasty “ Press ” bromide paper is capable of giving 
a print m many nays supcnor to that given bj gasbght 
paper The secret of success in getting a passable print 
from a verj poor negative hes in correct exposure and the 
fullest development 

There are 8G\ eral brands of bromide paper eminently suit- 
able for Prep’S u ork Ilbngwotth, Cntenon, Kodak, 'Wcllmg 
ton, and Ilford make <bffercnl grades for use with various 
negatives If prmts are rcquir^ from a negative winch is 
of average density and full of gradation and detail, Ordinary 
bromide is often useful— especially if they are intended for 
reproduction in a well-pnnte<l journal, sucli as the Sphere 
I find Illingworth’s Medium ‘Press” a really excellent 
paper, and I use it for the greater pirt of my work 

Tor private orders, when I know that a customer does 
not care for glossy prmts I ii«c Illingworth’s ‘ Zelvo ’ 
This paper gives a fine rendenngof normal negatives, and 
its surface has an “ egg sliell ” finish that is very pleasing 

Contrasty Bromide Paper — Its Use and Misuse 

Contrasty “Press’’ bromide paper came ns a welcome 
innovation to the news photographer, but I am inclined to 
think that some operators use it mueh too frequently It is 
evcollont for producing a jxissablo anti siJeable print from 
a very thui negative, but to u-so it on a negative that has 
good gradations is unw isp Of course I realize that some 
art editors (here I speak of the daily jiaptrs particularly) 
prefer prints that arc very contrasty and n photographer 
must supply what is requmd by the man who is going to 
pay , but It can be ov erdone To invent a slogan one might 
say “ Good blacks arc essential for the production of good 
blocks" As gootl " blacks ” can be secmtal only with 
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comet exjKJSuro and the fulli t <li rclojimc ril n little ijtra 
enro niul time ii«mg a Vedtum ‘ I’rc « or c\in OnlmnrN 
broinido paper will often gne a niort aUnctnt nnd lutfir 
print for repnKliiction ])urposea than a hiimcal cxi)o«nn. 
and dc\clopnicnt using niij of the iniiiicrou'! make'’ of 
Contrasta pajicr Of coufm I grant tint a aerj fa«t pnj'cr 
cm bo n precious tune Pivcr Imt 1 make it n mlo to ^a^e ns 
much timo ns po Bible in the fixing unsliitig and drying of 
aiiogntirc solliatiniaj bo nblotogiie those r'imhI minutes 
to printing And I have foiiml the nilt to Ik* well worth 
keeping Tin { rint a the thing 

I fin<l both Illiiigwe rth a and Ko<!nk a Contrast! I’rcv* 
pa^Kr excellent in everv wa^ Itotii are extremely fi t 
and fix readilj without an^ atitv* markings Jndeed 1 
cannot recall c\er exinnencing stre s markings with either 
of these paixira The Koelnl.. brand h m> fnrounte and it is 
no\erol entfromnu inntmgroom \\ithcorrectex}>y ure 
and elevelopmcnt it is cnpablo of giring a ven | isseible 
pnnt from a negutne wl icli isniinnst hopcle-^ 1 cannot 
sxj more ahout it ’ 

Most Useful Sizes of Paper fo Stock 

Tho most It eful sizes of { aper to atoe) are few In Ihc 
Prckluction of the Print 1 haie expressed the opinion that 
whole plate answers nil the aicragc requirements therefore 
this size should predominate in llie stock cupboard — unl(«.s 
of course the operator liimKlf considers this too small 
Seven bj five will conic in hnndj for Leads Half plate 
could be used but I prefer the «lightl\ larger size as it 
allows more for maslmig witliont reducing the actual image 
much below half plate This n, the verj smallest pnnt 
that should be subimtted There should bo a reasonable 
stock of 10 in X Sin and one or two packets (12 sheets) 
of 12 m X 10 m in case a really big news stoi^ comes 
along and it is thought adiisable to siibnut a correspondmgb 
large pnnt 

^rlth regard to these twoJaigersizes ifafterafew months 
no occasion ansos for their use as a whole it is better to cut 
them up for smaller work r ither than let tl em go stale 



CHAPTFR IV 
THE PLAK OF CAMPAIGN 
The Importance of a Diary. 

No free lance operator cm be gxiccessful if he is not method 
ical and does not keep m working order a system that will 
readily show him just what is going on in the news world 
Of course he cannot Imow the unUiowii, but he can at 
least iccord the known forthcoming events that me Iikeh 
to provide pictures The majontj of jobs covered ' bj 
a pressman arc ‘ noticed ’ ahead, perhaps only an hour or 
two hut the} am advertised in some waj or other Wo 
must remember, too that newspajiers are not the onlj 
means of making public these functions and events There 
are mmimerablo occasions when a function offering news 
picture possibilities that cannot be ignored is “ noticed ’’ 
onl} by poster or handbill, and I have loiown many o good 
guinea earned through a casual mention by a fnend or a 
straiigei, of the place and date of an event as much as three 
months ahead or as little as one day 
If all such functions are to be noted — and tbej must be 
if the would be pressman has not unlimited private funds — 
a diarv provides a ready means for I eepmg the necessarj 
record One might call it an engagement book I u’se a 
Collins’ No 40 three days to tho page 

Let us imagine that to day , on going through the papers 
m <;carch of picture pos'^ibihties y on find that six or 
seven forthcoming events fall under one date a month 
ahead Enter them all up and paste in all cuttings bearing 
upon them Of course you cannot expect to cover them 
all but cvnccUation or postponement occasionally occurs 
and besides one cannot accurately gauge each function s 
news value until within a few hours of its taking place 
So much depends upon previous happenings Tor instance 
let us say that a garden fete is due to be held to-morrow 

md tho month old arrangements are that Lady is to 

declare it open At the time of the first notice of the event , 
and the entry into the diary, Lady — — was only o*e of 
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(lio ligion ol titled IndiPH ulio seldom iiaro tlic litncliglit of 
p^lllllc^t^ of nin kind focti<i«ccl upon them In fact fke 
imd no ‘news \nlue Uiit \Mtcnlft\, jcrliaps, she was 
robUtl of iier [itnrli, or a few d i\h ago slit was n.jx)rlcd to 
bo «etkmK a di\orco from Iicr Iimbarid, or »lie bis come into 
theiitwHbj gning, the wliob of her large private fortune to 
fionie charitable ciu«t or other Such things do hapjien 
out«idc riovcU and it h the prtssnnn’s job, through the 
editor, to nssinpe — if that is |M>ssib!e * — the public’s thir=t 
for nil there is to bt pliown or told of tho«e who go to make 
«]) tlmt collection of fKOph known ns feocittv 

\\<11 for the sake of itiu'tmtioii h t us assume that tlus is 

the jmsitinn of Lid\ She is "in the news-" through 

ntu oho of the nbn\e liipjxiimg'* and so long as she has 
“ news value," art wlitors will Ik on the look out for pictures 
of her Maj be — iiid it is quite reasonable to 5upiK>*e so— 
sill has rifiiscd to Iw intemewei! b\ a person with a never- 
idlt jwncil but probably «lie w ill olTi r no objection to hnviiig 
fl camera sighted on her at the fete In fact, now that the 
Presa photographer is a known sjiccics of humanity, and 
not a i«r«on of doubtful piir|K><K ^he will expect to bo 
photographed realizing that she is in the nevrs iiul that 
nevrsp ijwrmon w ill go far to seek the prov erbial " storv ’ 

Here then is an opportuiiitv that should not be missed 
unless of course something more important is at linnd and 

the collected cuttings re L4id^ ’s los?., divorce, or 

gift — whichever 1ms given her news value — will be of great 
use when the cnjition has to be wntlen 

If there are four or ev en more events all offering picture 
possibilities on the same date ns the suppo'ed fete it raav 
be possible to cover two of them but of course, cverj 
thing depends upon times, distance apart and means of 
travel If two functions can convenient!} be coveretl m 
the same da} then the operator ccrtainl}’ should do his 
utmost in that duvction for in the first engagement he may 
have reason to he disappointed in its news value, or he ma} 
have to contend with competition from other free lances 
so that his ‘probable sales will quit© naturally, be less 
But we are travelling a little too quickl} Yet the shght 
digression shows how necessarv it is to make a note of 
everything that is hkel} to provide pictures Do not omit 
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to enter an event of a Tveek nhend simpl} because on 
loolving under that date tou find that sis or seven are 
already noted Tlie time necessarj to mnl e the entrj and 
attach an\ cutting is infinite iinal but the 1 novledge that 
a particular function 13 to take place at 1 certain tune on 
such a daj niaj quite pos'^iblj make all the difference 
between a good weel s uorl and a poor one Then agam 
there is always the pos<?ibibty of the local editor telephoning 
to asl if lie can depend on 3 ou to let him have tw o or three 
prints of that very event and it creates a good impression 
if ho sees that aou arc conversant with the things about to 
h ippcn m Ills area of circulation 

It Is. quite true that an inspection of the diary at the end 
of a 5 ear niaj show that onlj 25 per cent of the engagements 
ha\e been covered and it could be argued that the entrj of 
so manj cngagonients was pretentious and a waste of time 
But lot mo a'l'sure the would be Pre s photographer at once 
that no matter what tl c percentage mav be the time spent 
in looping the diar^ well posted and np to date is alwajs 
time well spent Jsotlimg is more annojnig to an expen 
enced and e&tabh^hcd ojierator than to realize on reading 
the eicnmg paper that jicrhaps 10 miles awu that aery 
•if ternoon one of the few and fast-dj mg ont (. ourt Leets 
hid been held beside an hi«tonc market cro s and though 
he had «con a notice of the event m ll e locil paper a week 
ago he had rehed on his memoir rather than trouble to 
1 eep Ills diaia thoroughly up to date The ca«e I quote is 
only an imaginary one but I know from evpenenct that 
nnni a better «eUer than a quaint Court Leet would have 
I>cen rai cd liad not the diary — rather than the memory — 
1 cen rehed upon and 1 ept reliable 

Let any aspiring pre «moii 'see to it that w lienever 1 e 
reads or hears of a foitl coming eicnt tint is likely to offer 
I ctiire povsihilitics 1 e makes immediate note in hi diary 
or engagement bool Success in Press photography docs 
1 ot solely depend iq on tlic ability to present a techmcally 
perfect print (Indeed the aaerage art editor of to-day 
w ould rather have an out of focus photograph of a naviy 
rescuing someone from droivmng than a perfect pnnt of 
Lonl Imnnculati pyjama clad sun batl mg on the Lido or 
at Deaimllo ) Technical nbihta must be coml ined with 
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the ability to recognize ‘ ncns values ’ in the smallest of 
tilings li e%en a pittance is to be gained It is only by a 
Mcll posted diary that the Press photographer can expect 
to keep lumself informed of the events tliat \nll proiide 
him anth a livelihood 

Keeping m Touch with News and Events 
The operator nho desires success must to put it plaml^ 
be all eyes and ears He must read newspapers at ©lerj 
opportunit} m order that he may be cogmznnt of everj 
picture-offeiing event that happens or is about to happen in 
or even be3ond liis area of operation For tins purpose 
the local editions of daily (morning and evenmg) and weekh 
papers mil be of the greatest to him Papers of a 
national character must be studied for it is not unknoivn 
for a really good bit of news to pass unnoticed bj the local 
Press and be cumulated m the area of its birth by a paper 
printed tw o or three hundred miles aw a\ There are several 

explanations for an occurrence like thi» but as thej ore 
purely joumabstic I shall pass them over as accepted facts 
The Press photographer must also have es for ei erv 
thmg that goes on about him as be travels from one job to 
another This applies even to his leisure moment'! — if a 
pressman has such things ' He cannot afford to be dependent 
on papers or people for news offenng picture possibilities 
If he should be he ivill soon discover that generally another 
operator has been on the job aiiead of him and nothmg 
remains for him but to admit fadure — and perliaps see the 
other fellow s pictures prove best sellers Of course an 
operator cannot expect to be first in the field ever^ time 
but he can at least have his fair share of success if he tram 
his eye ear and bram to be ever ready to recognize news 
values alien he sees or hears of events not only while on 
the job but at all times Neither can he expect to recognize 
the utmost value of picture possibihties of any news at 
first siglit or hearing if be has been onlj a short time m the 
profession experience will trach liim as nothing else will 
XTiat eijjcnence however cannot be gamed merclj b\ 
operating the camera efficiently he must know bffore lit 
males an exposure if the picture or subject is news and 
what 13 its approximate value Tliat is why the would bo 
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pressman ought to be prepared to give a good deal of lus 
time, other than that taken «p by actual photographic work, 
to a clo'se study of neus of every description that is bkelj 
to offer a picture 

Neus can bo collected from many different sources If 
read 'with picture seeing ejes the local editions of daily and 
ueeUy papers viU provide the operator mth the greater 
portion of lus -work Hoardings, too, must not be neglected, 
for, as I have pointed out m “ The Importance of a Diary,” 
manj events offormg picture po^sibihties are advertised 
solely by poster Sometimes a chance remark by a friend, 
or even a stranger, will bear good fruit if details are elicited 
and further investigation made 

It will thus be seen that the modem Press photographer 
must not only possess a ” nose for news,” but he must also 
make the utmost use of the gift. And if he can enlist the 
assistance of various people rcsidmg in different parts of lus 
area of operation, he will be wise to encourage them to 
advise him whenever anj'thmg nluch they consider ” vvorth 
a picture ” happens, or is about to happen As he moves 
about he will become known to all classes of people, and it 
18 surprising in hat interest the average person lakes in the 
photographic illustration of news events and things of 
general interest During jears of professional work, I ha\e 
become indebted to manj people in different walks of life 
for items of news, verbally, by letter, and by telegram 
Of course, there have been occasions when investigation 
proved that, photograplucaUj , the news was valueless, but, 
generally spealong, the thoughtful “ tip ” was not without 
some financial return Therefore the pressman should 
encourage all who are likely to “get to know” things 
having news value to advise him immediately Tlie nature 
of the news will most probably mdicate its apparent picture 
pos«;ibihties without “ on the spot ” investigation 

When enlistmg tliese advisers, it is wi'e to give a rough 
idea of some of the things that maj occur and which w ould 
have photographic value Here arc a few suggestions A 
bad motor accident m the village mvolving loss of life , the 
local farmer’s cow gives birth to triplets , the postman lias 
been found bound and gagged near the mail catcher on the 
railwaj and the mail bags have lioen rifled , a villager is to 
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be presented with the }»o\al Huinnno Sotietj s \elliim for 
saving life under unusual circumstances the pirson has 
n badger on tlic fneii Ihtst of terms with a cat and a couple 
of terners the ncivl^ built Alcnional Hall Jns been irrechcd 
bj a gale or a murder Jins been committed b\ an unknown 



person And so on One coull continue the list almost 
indefinitelj so comprehensive is the nicarang o7 news 

Recognizu^ Picture Possibibhes and News Values 

It IS true that in the early days of operating the average 
Press photographer will probably misjudge the news values 
of a good number of functions and occurrences and lie mai 
also fail to recognize all picture possibilities Ho mai 
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consider a certain e\ ent as Jikel> to produce se\ oral saleable 
pictures, or he may see onlj the obvious “ pictures ” at a 
function, u hen an expenenci^ operator u ould regard the fir^t 
e\cnt as pictureless and look upon the obvious “ pictures ” 
as not irorth tlie necessary pJates, but see a “ best seller ” 
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Tl la nhotopaph o( iwo CwcliO Slovakian Bov Scouts was accepted by tbc 
end iXall 1 orlfftire £r<i»R9 Povt Otrminff/omOuardtan L>verpool V telly 
Joel ami tie lorljAir< Telrjrap* \ mder acceptance would no doubt 
have resulted I ad not a similar picture o( tlem oecn circulated on their 
nm\n1 in England « short time previously 

m a seemingly quite orduinn incident Tbit is to be 
expected at first, but if, lie studies the newspapers and 
periodicals he will soon learn to estimate the possible values 
of practically everj thing that happens m his area of 
operation and sec pictures ’ m even the small thmgs of 
life 

I saj possi6fe value, because he will learn b\ experience — 
^luch can be verj annoying at times ' — that certain of lus 
photographs would undoubtedlv have enjoyed quite good 
sales had not pictures of a similar event been submitted on 
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the “inme ilaj and m time for the aamo i'5«iie about to go to 
pre«!> In fact, a picture apjKirentl^ 5iu\ing nil tbe qualities 
of a " best seller ’ at the time of taking maj not l>e aortli 
the pajicr on winch it 13 printed when it leaclics the news 
paper oflicc'! Much can happen to decrease its \alue 
between the time it is taken and its arrival on the etlitonal 
table And much often does happen Therefore the pre«s 
man must learn to accept all such possihihtics as part of 
the game and not -waste time, plates, paper, and postages 
on an event that has its prototjpo of greater news value m 
another part of the countrj Picture^ of the more important 

event would reach the ofliccs for the same issue an his and 
make them worthless Even if onli for this reason he should 
make lumself conversant watli all the pnncipal happemng^ 
and events in the country m order that he maj plan hn 
work and give his prints every possible chance of acceptance 
This dictum applies not only to the requirements of 
papers of a national character, but aLo to local editions 
circulating m a well deBncd area Vnnctj of pictures as 
well as nows la essential for all newspapers, therefore if an 
operator has arranged to “cover” let us eaj, an opening 
ceremony for circulation to the local paper only, and he 
learns from a staff operator or by anv other means, that a 
similar ceremony is being covered ' by one of the staff 
on the same day he should change lus arrangements, or 
get in touch with the editor and a«k if he would like to have 
one or two pictures of the particular event The answer 
may be in the negative but there is alw ays the po«sibihty 
that tlie event is not bemg attended by a staff operator 
simply because of lack of time If pnnts are required 
however the ]ob can be ‘covered” with a certainty of 
some return If the answer la in the negative, then the 
value of the event is known and no tune is wasted on it 
An event may po«sess great news value from a journalist’s 
point of view but yet be of little or no use to tbe camera 
man and the joumahst wJio takes to operating m the hope 
of adding to his mcome must realize this difference at tbe 
outset and also learn to see ‘ good sellers ” m an item of 
news w orth not more than a couple of lines of prmt Tlie 
“ eye for pictures should not bo focussed to see ’ big 
news onl^, for many a good picture can be suggested bj 
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a httlo item of news eithor in tlio clail^ gossip or tucKoU 
aaaj in odd corners of ne^\‘«inpcr3 

The Value of Press and Police Permits 

\s a rule Press iicrnuts arc unneccssarj, but there arc 
tunes ^\ficn thej arc absolutely cs cntnl In a district 
nhcro an o|x?rator !<> ncll known ettlrge is gamed to prnc 
tically every function of a public or prnito nature by 
merely arnving upon the scene Indeed it is not nnknown 
for a Press jihotogmphcr to be accortlcd a semi official 
\\clcome! But A\hcn ojicrating away from home co\cn. 

It is advisable to secure a permit for esery function nhcie 
it IS thought one may be necessary — it uill probably sa^e 
some unploa'’antness and miiclt uasto of time The secretary 
or organizer vill appreciate application by letter m od\ nnee 
Do not init off sending until nithin a dav or two of the 
c\ent, male your application at least a week ahead if 
pos ible and enclose a stamped addressed cn\ elope The 
enclosure will act as a reminder if your letter sliould linppen 
to be put aside and forgotten for a tune 
jpohee pcctnits arc goncraHy necessary /or a JJoyaf 
Ihey are called Street Permits and aro of great assistance 
to the man operating in a crowd lined thoroughfare Police 
men have to obey orders niulitisnoteheerfultobo warned 
off A permit from the Chief Const ihlo nr Disti ict Supenn 
ttiulcnt will obMiite any such rid 
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MANIPUliATION-TnE JOB ITSELF 


Choice ol View Point and BackRiound 

IllHU nrt ()Ccn«ions tthrn the pro ‘«mnn linf an oj i>ortiiniti 
to select Ilia tic» jioinl when ojitratinp but vcr^ often lie 
liaa no choice «hntc\ir, for the |K}^itioii anil jilncing t f tl c 
‘ jictiirt coinjwl liini to |hnl(gnipli from a iioint tlmt 
(lots not allow 1 im to pi\c tlu biihjcct tiie fullest intcn**! 
and news sahie One wntir oii Press pbotogmphi has 
Slid Always !m\o the sun at lour lick \csl But 
if the Press pliotogrnpher |>crw tt<l in following tlnsndvici 
I am afraid that iiews|>»|Krt would Imie to go short of 
picturts and le would go short of wlmt pictures mcin to 
liim— monej 1 Of course if art editors— and the pul lie— 
would ooca«ionnl!) be content with back news if front 
Mcw iictures then I darisii 1 could endorse this ndricc 
But 1 nowtng that neither nhtors nor the pul he woiil 1 lx* 
satisfied and tliat some of the l>e«t news pictures »iM«f lx* 
photographed jracticilli dead into the light I f*el I 
must warn the would bo operator not to accept it for 
general application Neeille^s to 8a;j an etpcncnced oix-ra 
tor does not pnrposch ciposo into the light unless by s » 
doing he will bccurc a certam dcsireil effect but viri often 
be carefully iitilires cro‘5s lighting with success Ife is ncitl cr 
conservatno nor ilogmatic about lighting he realizes that 
lie has to make tl e best of main a bad bargain and he docs 
it aorj well indeed as is prorcil bj luanj news pictures 
\\1 eii exposing into tl c light a lens shade must be used 
Without such a si ode it is almost impossible to get anj'tliing 
but a dead residt Certainlj one cannot get a negative 
that wall give a jassable print 

Wicn the operator can choo^o lus view point his deci ion 
should always Ic controlled bv his knowledge of news 
value but there is no reason whj he should nlwnjs photo- 
graph a certain type of picture from the same angle 
Indeed he should avoid doing so whenever a change which 
gives no less news valne or interest is possible Editors 
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and leaders alike get tire<l of liaring old and hacknoj^ed 
points presented to them Verj often a new and 
unusual view of a common subject or event sells readily , 
the little “twist ’ as it were, gives it an interest not 
previously recognized 

So numerous are tlio “ picture possibilities ” that even 
if all the news ‘ pictures ’ were standardized, that is if all 
of one tjpe were “ act ” to a pattern it would be impossible 
to indicate the best a lew point of each But if the beginner 
lual es a close and aunl^ tical study of as many new s picture 
leproductions as possible and if lie has the ‘ picture eje ” 
he will soon Itam to select the best angle from which to 
photograph any given subject 
Ihon again, bad grounds should be utilized to the best 
adiantage wherever possible If the subject is m a ‘high 
kej,” that 13 , comprised mostly of lugh hghts, such ns a 
Whitehorse a lady in tennis costume or a j acht m full sail 
on a summer a daj the operator should choose a view point 
winch, without losing news value will introduce a back 
ground of a “ low key in order to give the neccssarj con 
trast and show up the subject m some sort of detail And 
aaco versa I loiow from expenence that some operators 
regard tins matter of so little account that thej expose 
w ithout giving It a thought even when time and opportunity 
permit a change of position and background that would give 
a decidcdlj better result But I assure the beginner that 
it can be of great importance and wlien it is possible to 
“arruige’ n picture lie would bo well advised to give 
it careful attention He will find that the present daj 
pubhc \nll appicciate his desire to make the best of the 
situation and the art editor s artist will give thanlvs for his 
thoughtfulness 

Hio choice of background is seldom left to an ojiorator 
but there arc occasions when the exercise of a little tact and 
diplomncj docs wonders I grant that a great deal of 
action pliotograjihj docs not permit tins choice of back 
ground — tlio photographer has often to count hunsclf for 
tnnaio in occunng the fceqnentiy s step to t}ie 

right or to the left or photographing from a slightly lower 
or higher view point than usual will cut out some obtrusive 
object in the rear ami enhance the selling power of the 
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print Tins is j nrticvilfirlj bo with leads J^otliing is 
more nniio^ing to cither operator or nrt editor than to tmd 
t! at the face of n jHr»onahtj is lost in n had ground of 
high light or that the hmiicl es of a tree npjvar to 1 c 
jutting out of a head making it rescml le an antlere 1 stag 
rather than tl c licnd of a well I noasii j nbhc person ! ^o it 
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Cumpn t 1 « U « m on o of p T"? 

IS witlj ererj subject bit if ni eye i kej t on tie tack 
ground as well os on the subject to be j I otograpJ ed tl e 
ie«ourcef it operator w II soon learn to leal witli such dangers 
as they arise 

Exposures 

Here I shall probably disappoint a good many of nia 
readers for it is not my mtention to tabulate a 1 ot of 
exposures necessary for ranous subjects or actions As 
I have ba d in Sporting Pictures Generally no hard and 
fast r lie can be laid down for so n icli depends i pon the 
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angle of view, distance of subject, sjieed of subject across 
the plate, and limb movement — the latter factor being a 
very important one. In Tht Photography of Moving Objects 
Mr Adolphe Abrahams, I* B 1? S , deals fully with all lands 
of high-speed operatmg, and I recommend the book to 
the amateur But common sense will guide an operator 



Platk ' (fc) 

It la only noce^SAry to know tiutt tlie Hguro on tlio lc(t i« the netrs (nbjoct 
to juJfte which IS (he better newe picture Ahrays try to expoao wl en 
your tuljoct is domj eornctliing 
Bath of theso j irliitee were reproduced m it e daily papers 

provided he takes into considcrition thote governing factors 
1 have noted above 

It is possible to reconl faithfully and without any signs 
of “ mo\ cnicnt ” a pedcstmn w alking across the focal 
plane at a distance of six or eight yards or a horse leaping 
a fence at about double (hat distance, with a shutter speed 
as low as ,S «ec , but no operator would nsk it unless he 
was cortam that it would not be possible to get a result 
otherwise owing to con(]ttioii<i of light In the case of a man 
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wnlking tlirro is a niompnt wlien iKitli logs arc more or loss 
8tatKnar\ , jt is oiih foraAcrj Hiiall fraction of « second 
but if tint p-^ eliological moment coulil be taken 
idsantige of and tbo arm nncl bodt movement was norma! 
then sec would bo adequate liut where ts the per-on 
who could not onl^ nceuratcU and consistent!^ gauge the»c 
P'-jchologicnl momenta but also pres* tlie rclcast of the 
camera so that the shutter records it on the plate * 

\s he gama in CTjKncncc the amateur will find tint 
shutter speeds lietwecn ^4^ <ee and -4j gee will servo him 
well for a great deal of general operating Of cour'C nianj 
occasions will call for tho u<e of much low or or higher speeds 
but expcritnee la the l»est teacher proMclcd the pupil has a 
retentive mmd 

Knowing When to Expose 

The moment of exposure on an\ ^ew^ picture cm l»e 
decided b\ several factors but nnml^ bj news' it'clf 
Often the conditions of light surroundings cte aroattlieir 
worst when a news pictua is at its best But ns news is of 
first importance the operator inu^t not let the faults 
deter him from exposing unless of course he knows that 
another opporttinitv under more faioiirable conditions will 
bo forthcoming when he will l>e able to secure a photo- 
graph no less interesting and of equnl news value Such 
opportunities do ocenr sometimes 

When photognplimg anj event and even when taking 
a portrait there is alna^'s oue moment wluch offers the 
greatest value for the purpose for which the photograph is 
required Tins moment however can onlv be recognized 
if the operator has the nose for news and the eje for 
pictures In actual operatmg tlio«e two essential require 
ments must act jointI\ that is the photographer mu t 
be able to recognize and eien Uie moment w hich 

will offer the greatest news picture value When that 
moment comes there must he no hesitation tlic 'butter 
must drop immediatclj or it will be too late Tliercm lies 
V great deal of the art of the Pre^s photographer and it is 
an art tl at can he acquired thongh no amount of writing 
can teach the bcgjmier how to recognize it One can onlj 
sa 3 W ait for the moment gi\ing the greatest news interest 



SIANIPUI.ATI01S 


43 


’vnd tlien expose ’ ‘ Always stiivc to ‘ get ’ tliit moment , 

never bo satisfied with the moment before or the moment 
after ’ " Set yourself a high standard, but accept a lower 

one when the former cannot he secured ” , and ‘ Get the 
‘next best’ picture if the best has been mi&sed — it will 
be accepted if its news value as a uJiole wairants its 
reproduction ” 

Even if the news picture you are about to secuie is a 
single figure of perhaps, a famous politician speaking do 
not make a hurried exposure at the first opportunity , but 
w ait a w hile Sooner or later the speaker is sure to make 
a dramatic gesture or assume a characteristic attitude 
Expose for either the gesture or the attitude they wall 
add both life and mterest, and jou will know that you 
have exposed at the correct moment For instance, a 
photograph of Lloyd George showing him spealong at a 
pohtical gathering and standmg at the table without any 
‘ action" would i^robably sell to a few papers but if 
that photograph showed him employmg a very dramatic 
or expressive gesture its news \alue would be mcreased 
considerablj 

The same thing applies to everj Press photogr xph If the 
subject is inanimate, then there will be one new ponit tint 
IS more interesting tlian anj other 

The Value of Dupheate Negatives 

There aie occasions when opportunitj penmts a duph 
eating of exposures and the question may be asl cd Is it 
not a waste of plates for an experienced operator to duplicate 
an exposure w hen manufacturers practically guarantee each 
plate to be perfect and he (the operator) is certain that his 
first exposure IS correct * ’ It is not a waste of plate's but 
Oil the contrary , a lerj wise and probably profitable expe 
dient to duplicate a few exposures if opportunity permits 
and the function offers picture possibilities of more than 
purely local interest for it is a recognized truth that many 
of the leading newspapers particularly the Daily Sldch 
tbo Daily Mtrrar, anti ilte Datly Mat! nrH often rnaJv© a 
show of ‘ chiefly local mferest pictures in one of their 
many editions if they know that identical photographs ha%e 
not been circulated to other offices Here, then is the 
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rei'^on for diipbcnting ei^posiires on certain job® By \vn\ 
of illustration let us say thnt an agricultural shou of «ome 
importance is bemg heltl and only local piper operators and 
other free lances ire present "Now let us go round with 
picture seeing eyes 1 arming paper requirements differ •'o 
widely from those of newspapers that we shill not in tins 
motince discuas them 

There are the prize winners — cattle horses sheep goat< 
etc ^Much are profitable t \\ ell ‘ heads ’ of cattle and 
horses are generally good sellers but sheep (unless a general 
vieu of the judging or i close up of a judge examining the 
fleece) are generally u.eless for newspapers Goats some- 
times take if paraded a lady owner (prefemblj 
titled ') but exclusion of the lady will probiblj xncin 
exclusion of the print from the diilp Press 

Let Us say thou that our exjio ures are made up sowe- 
tlung like this Two negatires of the head of the champion 
horse of the show one ncgotire of the bend of a pnze- 
innmng hull (Highland cattle with the long horns arc 
popular picture makers) two negatives of the judging of 
the sheep and one of a pme-wuming gont with ito lad\ 
owner So much for the genera] stock of the show 

Stilking competitions often provide opportimitjca for 
securing saleable pictures and o fair or verj vouthful 
competitor will probably requue a couple of plates Tlicn 
there are the cluldrcns pony claj^«es which are gencrall\ 
well worth an exposure or two Photographs of leaping 
continue to be popular so it is ad^ i«ablo to come away with 
at least three exposures of this ns probably one will be 
rather disappointing in the negative good action pictures 
are essential and it is verj easy to miss the correct luonieiit 
of exposure bj a fraction of a second and eo reprc'cnt the 
horse ns licing veiy wooden In all probability some well 
known people will be at tl o show and it is well to get 

some of tl cm interested in tl o cxlnl Its etc — let ussaj two 

groups duj heated Tina will make a total of scienttaii 
exposures six of w I ich are practical!} dtiphcafes 

A\e must leave tie job for a moment to show how 
those exiKisures could l>cst be circulated IJns is low 
I slioul 1 send tip lugntiips or plates if time is 
liinitcsl — 
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I'iailj Sketch 

JJailj Virnr 

DnIjMinl 

Ago a/ 

Hei»d of Horao 

Jii iging Sheep 
Milkms Competition 
I’on\ Class 

I eapme; 

I’enonalities I 

1 Milkmv Competition 

1 1 oRj Class 

Peraonal ties 

Tread of Ru)l 

Coat 

Leapinp 

rersonalitiea 

HeadofHor=e 
Judging Sheep 
Leaping 
rersonalitiea 


Of course it is too much to evpcet tho Sketch, Mirror, and 
Mail to use all these negatives, hut if luck is not altogetlier 
'^b'lent, I should saj that si^ reproductions ought to result 

Then the agency negatives will probably bring m at least 
the same number of «!ale8 

^Iien an art editor receives negatives, lie understands 
that prints from them have not been circulated to other 
dailies, and he is generally more leady to reproduce Experi 
euco has proved that ^ending negatives to individual papers 
IS often more profitable than circulating a number of pnnts 
Tins tlien, is tlie reason wLj I advocate the duplicating of 
negatives Of course, the sense of when and when not to 
duplicate vill come with continual and close stud} of all 
markets 

Tact and Patience 

There are two ‘ gifts ” which the new s photographer 
must possess in fairly good measure — tact and patience 
With regard to tact I do not tlunk I can do better than 
refer readers to the mcamng of tho word as given b} 
tbe dictionarj’ ‘ Adroitness in managing the feelings of 
persons dealt with , nice perception in seeing and doing 
exactly what is best in the circumatancea ” Tbe pressman 
comes into contact wath persons of every class, in everj 
sphere of life of every shade of political opinion of varying 
temperaments and in varjmg circumstances Then there 
are people who, for some reason or other, resent bis presence 
for the unfortunate fact must be reahzed that there are 
persons, some a ery much in the public eye and therefore of 
good news value w ho emphatically forbid any photograplis 
of them to be taken when they appear nt functions where 
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prt<smen are present It must be admitted tint tins rc’^ent 
ment has often been catj’sed by t! e rude behaviour of an 
operator on a previous occasion Even at a good many of 
the leading race meetings Press j liotographj is not permitted 
owing we are told to some operators being too keen and 
making themselves a nuisance to persons in the paddock and 
rings and in one instance for operating from a position wi tlun 
the rails near the finishing post and causing a horse to shj and 
throw the joci ej (I understand that it w as due to the la*’! 
offence that the Joel ev Club was the instigator of the ban } 
A quiet unobtrusive jiersistence wall secure a Press photo 
grapher much hut always he should have consideration for 
others Tact will help tnm over many n difBcultv when 
bounce and obtrusive persistence would serve onlv to 
create resentment Clicek to employ the vernacular 
may occasionally secure a rcolly good picture but m the 
end it IS never worth the candle Tlie pressman should 
always endeavour to come away from a function or event 
with the knowledge that if he wall not be udeoned bad 
at least his return will not bo resented 
P xticnce too is required m rcallj good measure for not 
infrequently tlie best pictures ate obtained only after long 
hours of waiting I understand that an operator on tie 
staff of the h iiccaslU Daily Chromch «ociured tlie first pi olo- 
graph ever taken m England of Krasain the famous Kussian 
polit eian after a vigil which lasted a fortiught from dawn 
till dark every daj onlvewcastlc Qiia^ m really bad weall er 
That was patience indeed Tl e result i as a scoop for 
the paper concerned 

Sometimes a little suggestion from tl o pliotograplicr will 
be accepted and acted upon by officials at a function 
Perl aps a presentation is to be made dunng tl e proceeding® 
but at nn 1 our too late for light conditions or to allow tl e 
operator to obtain a picture ami get back to lus dark room 
in time to make use of it If the position is explained vcr\ 
often those responsible for the arrangements are onl^ too 
pleased to make a slight alteration and tlius sai c tl e 
photographer a long wait But if tl is is not possible and 
the picture is worth waiting for the ojierator should not 
< penlv display annojanec but rati er show that 1 e 1 as a 
f »ir si arc of patience 
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The Production of the Ncptitnc 

Altliough I 1 nott tJinl c^tn tliL htgiiintr can 

''Ucco'* fnlh ncioinj)h'h tin dcxelopmont of u jiliotograplut 
phl< wjlli on\ one of tJu dozens of ttc\c!oi)crs ofTcred !>} 
llie trule 1 am atntunng to ncoinincnd to tlio \\o»jkl be 
pre-s man two fonnulit which cxiH-ricncc has pro\cd to be 
excellent for prnitiialh c\crj exposure ht will m ihc \\ ben 
expo urt Is known to be full or oxer the Aletol lljdro- 
quinone formuh wliiib 1 gue in Ihe Production of the 
Print will produce a negitno with good enlarging densit\ 

1 urther it is Lxtreineli clean working and for (lashhght 
work 1 do not know of a better one lor winter time 
ojMjrating when cxjiosurts are likcU to lie on tlie aliort 
suli tins \cr\ aetue pNroMetol dc\ eloper is ns far as I 
know without n rival 


So 1 ''OIUTIOS 

lolvM Molnbs Ijl t H ) I# 

Vr U I \ mcftll e ^ ’ 

Mctol ' 

Wft-cr loincri 

So * somios 

SoU t Curbunntc Rcertet ■! 

So<t»S III <e Rocnat 11 

W t r 0 


loru«L mix tqiul parts of h«os I nntl 2 blightl^ mcriase 
*tlic quintitN (f Jvo 2 wlun a plitc is 1 nown to le imdcr 
ixpo (d 

Of course I do not sij that c\crj mile of plate will 
respond to tins dc\ eloper to the same degree borne brands 
mij require the addition of the 20 gruns of potassium 
bromide to the ?so 2 Solution which is usually recom 
mended to gi\e a satisfactory rendenng but whcnevci 
] 0 siblo it should I e chspensed with Personally I add a 
few drops of 10 j cr cent bromide solution to the prepared 
dev eloiier only w hen I know tl at a particular plate has been 
over expo cd 

As I do not intend to write about the actual development 
of the plate I sliall pass on to the processes which follow 
Awordof warmng however may be useful Donotemploy 
a developer simply bccau«so it is said to be fast Pyro 
Alctol 13 sj eed^ but it is safe Am tiling of quicker action 
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IS hkeh to be <hngcro««i Besides the development of a 
plate cannot be hastened without the margin of snfetj being 
narrowed rurtlicr do not trj to get a ‘ prettj negative 
It does not enlarge so well as one that has less dcnsitv 
Expencnce however, will teach an operator as nothing el e 
will 

Everj thing possible should he done to hasten fixation so 
that printing can be proceeded with at the earliest moment 
Kenew the fixing bath frequently Though the amount of 
hj'po recommended IS generally 8 oz to 40 or of water 
I find It convenient to use a hath of about treble that 
strength On special occasions 1 have used it bordering on 
‘saturation point when fixing was so rapid that the 
action reminded me of tlie sudden lifting of a liOndon fog 1 
The quahty of the negatives was unimpaired and I «a\cd 
at least three minutes of precious time 
The question To wash or not to wasli an es oiilv 
when prmts or negatives have to be dispatclicd witlout a 
moment s delay If only one or two pnnls aie require 1 
the negative should be taken out of the fixing bath as «oon 
as fixation is complete Indee<l provided there is no irregii 
lar veiling over the mam portion of the negative it can 
be taken out even if an unwanted portion is not completeU 
fixed The only washing necessary is a rapid rm e in clean 
water to take away surface hypo 

Preparing the Negative for Pnntmg 
Before pnntmg is proceeded with surface moisture and 
any drops on the glass side of the negative must be removed 
The method I have employed veiy successfully for years is 
as follows First I inspect the surface of the emu! lon for 
any foreign matter picked up m the fixing bath For effec 
tive blotting I use squares of fine linen or cambric two thick 
nesses being sufficient and 1 apply a rubbing pressure with 
the palm of the hand No fear need be entertamed about 
the pressure provided of course that the negative is per 
fectly flat on the bench A second blotting using a fresh 
piece of hncD is necessary and then a rapid mb on tl e 
glass side makes the negative ready for the enlarger By 
this method a negative can be tal en from tl e fixing bath 
and prepared for printing weD within 30 seconds 
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If sevcril prints arc needed, houe^ er,it is adM«ablo to pro- 
long the nnsing sbghtlj’, otherwise “ hypo ” crystallization 
maj occur and cause strange markings on the prints 
If a negative is to be sent away, washing need not be am 
longer than when more than one or two jirints arc required 
Blotting should be done as before, and if the negatiie 
IS jilnced m the hot air over a gas nng stove, or other 
heating element, drjing will be completed m a surpriMngl} 
short time At first, enro should be taken not to place the 
negative too close to the source of heat Uhen ilrjing 
proper commences the heat may be increased Of cour-c 
a forced draught of hot air would hasten matters, but 
electric fans are not the portion of the average free lanct 
If a negative is thoroughly blotted as indicated, it will 
withstand an astonishingly high temperature without thi 
erauloion frilling, much less “ running ” 

Negatives may also bo dried with tlic aid of nicth.ilntcd 
spirit butasthej must first be fixed and ckan«eil 

of lij-po ’ to prevent " milking over,” I do not propo-e 
to deal with this process Personnll}, I haae found that 
the method which I have described is altogether quicker 
than anj other There is no lengthj washing or riak of 
millong over ’ and the time savid in fixing washing, and 
‘ mithing ’ more thancompensatcsforthoslowerdnuig 
Rocentlj 1 came across an article entitled “ Itiish ^Vork in 
Press Pliotograph} ’ in a tetlmica! journal In it apjx‘nrt<l 
the following — 

‘ It IS now common practice to cnlsrgc from wet negali\es, 
and many photographers wipe off the surface moisture 
liefore phcing tlie negative in the carrier This is a fre- 
quent source of trouble In a few seconds tin^ drops of 
water come to the surface of the gelatine film making it 
impossible to obtnui a clearly -defined image An cfToctiuil 
method of preieiitmg this sweating” of the film is to 
rinse the negative m a mixture of ghcenne and water l>efon 
printing Aftirwanls it must l»e thoroughly washed btfon 
it ran be dricil for filing ’* 

I confess that this gheenne wrmkit ” was new to iiit 
but thin I have never been ohiigeil to acek a remeih for 
” sweating ” negatives SI\ method of hlntting, and thi 
g<K«l ventilation of m\ enlarger earner make "Hwcnting '* 
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^ not alto^dhtr uniw^blc, nt kn**! hiyliU unjirnhublo 
Even when printing i\ long rwn of pniit*! from a net nigntue 
1 nave ne\cr cKjKncnceil Midi troiilile 

If eoininon wii'c is unciI when iiegntivc’ arc being clrnd 
nurntdh, nothing need go wrong During hot weather it 
fuaj ho nccessir\ to cmjilov iv lianUmng fiMug bath to 
prticnt “ fnlhiig " nml to stop the rtnnl-ion from becoming 
tack\,” but with the plate 1 favour I do not find this 
neces^arj , ns it is nnluniUv “ Imnl " 

As tJic 0 |)enitor guns m i\|)cricncc lie will grndunll} 
lessen the time spent in the pn»cessts which I hnvo just 
discus ed I ha\ o made a t< si uiuU r conditions that prev ad 
"ith the n\erago hcginncr and I find timt with tlie aid of 
thchnrnblottcrsnmlnnonliiiaij gasniig itisi>ossibIotodr^> 
a negative with n\i«olutG Pifctj in 10 minutes This tiini 
vould hiNC licen shortened, hut the object of the test was to 
Unhcitc a safe jtt s{Kcdi inctho<l without tho cmplojnient 
o! sjiecial arrnngcincnts, rather thin to create a record It 
tttaj ho helpful to tho operator to know that tho temporaturo 
Jn tho irainedinte Mcuutj of tho negative was M0“ /or tlio 
first minute, und after drying proper had commenced it was 
increased to 150* Of course nn unbloUed negative could 
not with safetj bo subjected to such a Jient 71io socrct of 
rapid dr^ung is in the thorough and elTectivo blotting off 
of nil surplus moisture 

The Production ot the Pnnt 

CovTACT ou EvLAKorn Printing Anj amateur photo 
grapher who wishes to get into pnnt more than just 
occasionally must realize as early as possible tliat conlacl 
pnniing ts a iogtther Ju tie tn general Press jihologmphy An 
einlarger is a necessUy in the dark room of an operator foi 
Oven v\hen a half plate camera is used very few negatives 
liviU give a contact prmt of sufficient news value ” area to 
(illow the speedj and easy reproduction so necessary to the 
vast majority of pajwrs As it is seldom possible to ‘ fill 
the negative ’ with the news mterest of the subject or event 
photographed enlarged prmts are a necessity 

I know that more than one writer on the subject has said 
that manj suitahle prints can be made bj contact prmtmg 
and tliey have described metliods for producing them m 
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what thoj roganUd aa verj quid time fco I feel tliat I niiist 
nam an^ aspirint for honoun in the newspaper world m 
this matter It is nccesaarj that he should learn the he‘*t 
metliods for producing acceptable work ns early as possible 
and this book is written with the express hope that ni\ 
experience will be of real assistance to tho o wlio seek to 
travel on the game road Accordinglj I tleelsre that the 
would be operator must forsil e the pnntmg frame for the 
enlarger if he would avoid belated disillusionment 
In Tho Production of the Svegative I have indicatc‘1 
safe and siwedy w aj s of preparing a negatl^ e for realhj quick 
pnntmg within a short time of development and lien? I 
would ou!^ emphasize the necessity of enlarger pnntmg 

The Use of Control m Pnnlmg 

Apart from tr\ing to avoid expo«ing mto the light it i> 
frequently iinpo««ible to arrange the hghtin^ of a new« 
picture but the photographer can often improTC bis work 
by careful control of his pnntmg I know from expenence 
that on maaj occssioos I should hive had prints roturned 
to me had I not been at some pains to present them to 
editors m the most tcclimcally attractive waj possible 
Verj often a heaw shadow over a portion of the picture 
will if the printing is straight and not controlled swallow 
up all detail in its area ami rob the print of a good deal of 
Its cl ance of acceptance (Here I speak of course of a 
news pi otogiapb that has no great value ) It lo tnie 
that the process artist can do wonders with paint brusli 
and kmfe but often there is just cause for public people 
who frequently appear m news pictures to complaui of 
tlie apparent imtnithfulness of the pressman s camera for 
some operators leave far too much to the skill — and imagma 
tion ' — of tl e artist It is not only m likeue^es tha t 
care should be evercised figures or objects against the sl'y V 
line frequentlj call for controlled pnntmg in order to «ecnre| 
a natural and balanced result The time care and patience 
necessarj will meet wath full compensation not onl^ m the J 
form of possibly more acceptance but in the personal pleasure 
and satisfaction jn seeingonesworkwcllreproduccd Tonn 
operator really interested in tl e profession acceptance is not 
everything tl at matters pnde of croft co ints for im eli 



i’cr-onalU, I fiiul thnt w\ hawU nrv tlit best “ in«lr»i 
menta ” for controlhng printing, nml tlicj htcomo 
expert (Hil\ U'ip 'lo “ control *’ n print tliroiigli tlie 
enliirger is not fit nil ilifliciiU, nnd it H not n ithout n certnm 
fftscmation Cortamh, it often fiIU n print tlmt moukI go 
imeolfl if “ btmglit " printing Mere gucn to it 

Choice o! Printing Paper. 

Tlie ultimate reproduction of i print hIiouUI tlccidt the 
choice of printing paper Of cour*o, the (pmlitj of tin. 
negntue must nl'O he tnlen into coii‘«ulcmtion hut unen 
tiie negative has good gndntion and dciiaitj, tlie ojx^nitor 
should u«e a pajicr that will gi'o the bc»t pos«ublo print 
'■uitnhle for reproduction in a particular paper or magazine 
For example, such papers ns tlio Dnthj Mirror, the Dawj 
SUleh, The TimM, and the .Vonitiij iVl gcncrnll> prefer 
apnuttliatisnottoocontrasta The “screen which thc> 
emploj in the process of block making is comparati%tl> 
aei^ fine nnd the quaht> of the pictures m these pajicrB is 
romnrknhlj good for dail j journalism If a coaler screen 
were used, a rather contrastj photograph would ho lequircfl 
to secure sparkle nnd “ life *' m the resulting reproduction 
It wall thus be seen that the belter printed papers favour a 
photograph that has gootl detail well rendered even in tho 
shadows, and so long as it has good blacks nnd clean w hitcs 
it need not bo contrast) 

Of course, an operator need not print apccially for various 
daily papers If his negative is good ho will bo able o 
secure a suitable print if bo uses a Medium ‘ Press bromide 
paper , , , 

When suppling tlio better chss Ulustroted n coUy papers 
contrast) prints are not dcsiriblo If the negative lias gooc 
pnnting qualities and pnnts arc to bo submitted to sxich 
papers as the Sphere, the llluslratal I^ndon the 

Tader, and tho Bystander on Ordinary or Soft Pie^s 
bromide paper wall give a more acceptable result than a 
Medium or Contrasty paper Of course if the negative is 
rather weal then a Metbum or Contrast) paper will be 
necessary to secure a print that wiU reproduce fairly well 
A fully ‘ toned “ print is required b) the art editors of the 
“ shiUmg weeklies ’ contrast is anathema to them 
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Slott printing paper 1*1 generally the lest for a negatne 
winch though dense possesses good gradations Often 
hoMe\cr lack of time compels an operator to use a fast 
paper (nith the result that a contrast is given to the print) 
for, aNhereas an Ordinarj paper may require an exposure 
lastmg minutes the cmploj'ment of a fast grade will probably 
shorten the exposure to seconds When preparing prints 
for the weeklies howeaer there is not the usual rush and 
generally time allows the use of a paper that uill give the 
pnnt every possible chance of acceptance 

The Best Size of Pnnt 

Though art editors do not demand that prmts should be 
of any particular size they prefer suitable photographs to 
be of a size that makes for easy reproduction In present 
day newspapers wluch u«e photographs of news events 
the bigstorj photographically can always be recognizwl 
by the size of the reproductions If the Prime 'Minister 
were to be killed m a railwaj accident t>day and pictures 
of the accident arrived at the ofiiccs to-night m tunc for 
to morrow a issues gomg to pre<s a portrait of the Premier 
would take precedence m size and position It would in oU 
probabihty figure m the front i>ages of the Datlj Sketch and 
Dail j hlxTror and other papers would also give it the 

star position Art editors would have a verj wide 
selection of «iuch portraits from wluch to make a choice a*! 
no doubt a number of studio photographers as well as a 
greater number of pressmen have studies of the Premier 
that would be acceptable in many offices In such n case 
if little time remained before the I'ssne had to go to pres 
an excellent portrait of half plate size might be passed over 
for a larger pnnt whicli was not so good Tlie reason for 
this would be purely one of nwie The process department 
prefer a pnnt which is the same size — or laiger if possible — 
as the desired reproduction and m instances wl ere a large 
block 13 made from a small pnnt copying and enlarguig have 
often to be done before it can go on to the easel of the 
process camera It will thus be seen tliat in such a case 
as that mentioned the necessary time for copjang and 
enlarging could not be spared Consequently the cho co 
would have to be made from suitably sized pnnts 
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As tl c jv%cr'igc size of rcproducttotis in tlic dnilj Press of 
this countrj is generally about 20 sq in the Press photo- 
grapher lias but to sujiply a correspondingly sized print 
If an analysis were made of all the sizes of photograph 
subniittetl to art editors it could safely be predicted that 
whole plate (8J in X Olm) nould claim the largest per 
centago This size is laigc enough for tl e nnjonty of repro- 
ductions and need not be increased unless the news raluc of 
the subject demands it ns m the case of tbe supposed railway 
accident and the death of tho Prime "Munster 

Half plate (OJm X 4jiii) is suitable for the majority 
of heads but if enla^ement to whole-plate can be made 
iwthout lo&s of quahty then it is to be recommended The 
larger print allows for any nece<?sary blochmg-out and 
touching up by the artist and such brush and knife work 
will not bo obvious m tlie reproduction But quality of 
detail or definition should not bo sacrificed for tbe sake of 
presenting a large print Indeed I think that if the focus 
in the negative is not too good and enlargement to whole 
plate accentuates the error to a marked degree a half plate 
pnnt wUl more readily find favour with an editor This 
wall especially be so if the subject is only of average news 
value and is not likely to be reproduced larger than half 
plate 

Of course there are occasions when it is advisable to 
submit 10 in x 8m pnnts and an operator should always 
have a small stock of this size paper on hand Some dav he 
may be foitunate enough to secure a scoop of sufEeient 
news value to warrant editors of the picture papers giving 
over their front pages to one reproduction and tliough 
12in X lOin would certainly bo better for that purpose 
10 m x8in wall quite well fill the bill 

In short then it may be said that though half plate is 
acceptable for subjects of comparafavely smaU news value 
and for heads not hkcly to be reproduced larger tl an 
C or S sq m whole-plate is more suitable and attractive 
and IS to be recommended whenever possible 

The Value of the Pnntmg Ma«tir 

Though a print without a white margm stands as good a 
cl ance of acceptance as one with it it cannot he demed 
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that its subject docs not show up**© well, nnd us pliotogrophs 
submitted to art editors should be gi\cii ( ^e^v opportimity 
to sell Iheniselvc'', few cxpcneiiced operators mmuI out tbcir 
prints umnasl cd The u<*e of n printing musk which gives 
a good, clean regular mnt^in of aliout } m nil round, adds 
not a little to the nttmctiveness of a print that is rather 
weak and 1 icking in sparkle, and though it does not increase 
the photographic value of the print, it certainly gives it a 
distinction that would otherwise he misning A tradesman, 
if ho would bo succtssful, alwajs displays liis wares as eucc 
tivelj as he can so vvhj should tlio Press photographer not 
do the same with lus prints ’ It is the art editor and not 
the block maker who is the pressman’s customer, and to 
paraphrase, ’ n littlo margin maj go a long vvaj " Besides, 
printing effectivclj with the mask lakes no longer than 
printing without it 

Essential Qualities in a Print for Reproduction 

hen writing m mj ‘ Press Photograph> Notes ” in the 
BrtUah Journal of Photography, on the production of tno 
print most suitable for reproduction I said that, ‘to sloganize 
one might saj ‘ good blacks aro essential for the production 
of good blocks ’ and good blacks can onlj be secured bj 
correct exposure and the fullest development ’ There has 
been no revolutionarj change in either of these photographic 
processes smeo that time and to day those observations 
still hold good And as good blaclvs are so essential for 
the production of good bloc! s cverj effort must bo made to 
produce a prmt as techmcallj perfect as the negative will 
give It is true that many an accepted Press photograph 
has not been the veiy best pos*»ible print jet it was 
‘ good enough for the purpose There aro always occa 
sions in a pressman s life when the print made from a 
negative — unless it is very poor indeed — has to be regarded 
as ‘ good enough if it is to be of any use at all that is 
if it IS to catch the last tram or mail that will get it to the 
office m time for reproduction in the issue about to go to 
press Often unless the picture can bo delivered m time 
for the erst possible edition of a paper after the photographed 
event it loses all its news value Such facts have to be 
faced by the operator and it is this knowledge that compels 
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lura at times to submit a pnnt that is not entirely to Ins 
satisfaction owing to the fact that a sbght error has been 
made m tlie exposure giien to the pnnt and time does not 
allow the making of another 

To print and derelop may take httle more than a mmute 
with certam grades of paper, but «ometimes the loss of 
even such a short space of time maj mean the loss of two or 
three guineas Ml the bist makes of bromide paper to-dav 
liavc quite a lot of latitude 1 nt under-cTposurt cannot 
IX)> ibl3 be remedieil effectively by prolonged or more active 
development neither can o\er-expo&ure be corrected h% 
hasty or shortened development jf the expo ure has bwn 
fairly correct tl en with a feood brand of paper and careful 
developing it is surpnsmg how passable a pnnt mav 
be made Both under and over exposed prmts gam acce^ 
ance oeeaaionaU\ but in either case the error miut not be 
pronounced 

Correct development i» as important as correct exposure 
if a technically perfect print is dcMTcd for it is onlv with me 
combmatioD of the two that good blacks can be obtained 
Shorteomg or prolonging either of these opemtiona means 
loss of quahty 

If the first prmt is even shghth wrong it is olwavs 
advisable to make another if tune permit* A httle less 
exposure and more development or more exposure and less 
development can do wonders to the appearance of a news 
picture as well as to a studio portrait and I cm assure the 
amateur that though news value comes first and foremost 
techmeal quahty counts to a eurpnsmg extent 

Development o! the Frmt 

Except to offer one or two possibly helpful hmts I need 
say httle about the development of the pnnt The amateur 
photographer will already have pas ed through the tnal 
stages of the art so far as printing and development am 
concerned If he cm consistently produce good gas light 
prints then the pnntmg and development of bromide paper 
will present no dUEcuItv to him 

Choice of a developer can be made from the formulae 
recommended by the makers of the paper used Below 
I give a formula which I regard as ideal for the majonty of 
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papers Besides being a clean norlong developer, even 
when weakened bj tiso, it gives good blaclvs 


Metol 20 graitia 

Hjdroqumono 60 , 

So<]aSul(>)j;te (Crjs > 700 „ 

Soda Carbouatu (Lr^s ) 700 „ 

Water , 20 ounces 


Dis'tolve the metol first When lequired for use, dilute with 
equal quantity of w ater Work at a temperature of GO®- OS'* F 
I do not add the six grams of potassium bromide which are 
usuallj recommended, for I find that I can get clean whites 
without it This develojier keeps ivell, so that it can 
advantageously be made up m fairly large quantities , 80 oz 
make 100 oz of worlcing solution, and this will serve the 
average operator a good many days 
When developing, there are two things wlucli must not 
be done if the best possible print js to be secured Bo not 
" force ” m an attempt to make amends for under exposure, 
and do not snatch a print out of the de\ eloper to save it 
from going " too black ” In both cases a fresh pnnt should 
be made Good blacks are the result of correct exposure 
and correct development 

Sometimes a “ lugh bght ” m a print does not come up m 
the developer as one would like it, or a head against a sky 
line 18 slow m developing in companson w'lth the rest of the 
figure I pass on a bttlo “ dodge whicli I find very useful 
If the developer is “ rubbed in ” on the particular part of 
the prmt with the finger tijw this local hastened develop- 
ment tends to brmg ont the required half tones and give the 
necessary " balance ” to the whole print To use an Irishism 
— A httle assistance can be a big help 

After development, it is advisable to give the pnnt a 
rapid rinse m clean water in order to wash awaj as mucli 
of the de\ eloper as possible and thus allow fixation to be 
completed with all speed Besides any unnecessary devel 
oper introduced into the fixing bath will tend to cause 
staimng, especially when time does not permit a continual 
moving of the pnnts for the firj>t muiute or so 

A Pew Notes on Fixing. 

I am often asked “ How long should a prmt remain m the 
fixing bath before being waslied to send to a newspaper ? ” 
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Well if time does not mnlter and the pnnt is hhely to be 
kept for some time before being used it is advnable to let 
it remain m a bath which 13 of normal “strength for at least 
a quarter of an hour 

But when time presses it is necessary to wa h the pnnt 
as soon as it is su&ciently fixed to retam the image when 
exposed to white hght Pervonally Ihavetakenhundredsof 
prints from the fixing hath vnthm 3 mmutes of development 
washed and dned them snbmitted them to editors and 
had “some of them returned to me weeks afternirds without 
a smgle one showmg “signs of deterioration or fading I must 
add however that I unb a fixing bath considerably stronger 
than the usual I treble the recommendeii quantitv of 
hvpo But it was onlv after several te ts that I sent 
out prmts that had received such a «bort fixing On a feu 
occasions I have even taken pnnts from the bath after httle 
more than a minute s immer>ioD but I do not recommend 
this to the beginner Once the operator gets going 
he will soon learn ivhen to take hberties mtb recognised 
methods but until then it u wise to step uanl> Some 
pnntiDg papers fix more quickly than other* and onh 
experience tell him when he is uathin the “afetv hue 

Quick Washing and Drying 

With regard to the amount of wa«hing a pnnt require^ 

I am inclined to think that “*ome operators waste inan\ 
precious mmutes in this ptoce“*3 when time i* “short and 
packages have to be got off at tlic earliest possible moment 
Prolonged washing is not at all necc«san for prints that 
will be reproduced withm a fen Lour* or e\en da\-^ of tl cir 
arrival at the newspaper office In fact I will go so fir 
as to say that it cm nImo9,t bo omitted Scores of prints 
have left m\ hands after being onli very rapidly pulled 
tUrongh nater blotted soaked in mcUivlated spmt an 1 
then either fired or dned over a gas nng Frequent te ts 
hue shown that pnnts so trc'ited do not ^on tl e slightest 
sign of h^-po cn^talliratim or am otl er form of mark 
mgs c\cn after bemg exposed to air and hght for several 
weeks Often I have transfened pnnts straight from the 
fixing bath to the blotters aodthey stUI served theirpurpose 
Even a minute spent m washing may mean missing a tram 
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or mail Thorough fixation is much more important than 

'''lf'pr?nts arc to he dried m the shoitcst possible time, the 
operator must adopt a metliod which, at first sigh , 
regard as sheer lunacy But, before describing J ® 
assure him that it is a safe and effective method and one 
that IS practised by pressmen alien circumstances demam 
As soon as the prints have been blotted and cleared o 
surplus moisture, they should be transferred to a disli ot 
methjlated spirit and left there until the image s lo 
through the back of the print (As the time 
varies m direct relation to the freshness and streng i o 
spirit, stale “ meth ” should not be used for th^ purpose } 
The prints should then bo taken smgly and held over a gas 
nng or taper until the spirit is igmted In a secon 
pnnt wiU be in Barnes, but the amateur need not fear tor 
Its safety, for a few seconds later they will ^e out, ea g 
It perfectly dry and undamaged The prints niust not 
blotted ; i the majority of the spirit is allowed to dram off 
before “ firing,” this is sufficient Of course, the pwt must 
not ho held m the hand during the process of tirmg , 
a foot length of galvanized wire mil hold it securely if 
pierced through one comer The hole thus made nmy s 
a sUght sign of charring, but this can be trimmed on 

If I explain that the urater retamed m the washed print 
prevents it frem being burned, and the ignited spin 
el! the iiater from the print the ernhiyo operator iidl 
probably more readily believe this metliod to e sa 
expenment on his own account , 

When prmts are not requued immediately ““ “ 

dried m another way, winch, though quite spec Jh ‘ 
deal slouei than the method just deserihed A ter they 
have been thoroughly soaked in ^ ^ 

should he blotted between sheets ‘“f, 
blotting paper sold hj all dealers (I find that Robosal 
IS cxceUcnt: and the 26 m X 20>n “am the 

iiliole-plato prmts It should he 100 o dried 

mer aTafiSg m m from of “a kniij o; two This 
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be straightened out iminctliatol^ the enmUiou is likelj to 
crack 

Is Glazing Essential ? 

This 13 n question often asked by amateurs, for no doubt 
manj have been led to believe tliat all pnnts submitted to 
noii'spapcrs, etc , musl have a highly glazed surface beforv 
successful reproduction la possible Non, though a glazeil 
pnnt IS preferred by the block makers, it is bj no means 
essential, anti hundreds of professionally made unglazcd 
prints are accepted each week If time permits, then 
certainly it is advisable to increase the glaze of the “ glo sy ” 
bromide paper mth the aid of plate glass or ferrotype plates 
but this should not be done at the nsk of missmg a mail 

I have found “Bango” Quick Glaze solution which is 
made by the Vanguard ManufactunDg Co , to be an excellent 
" medium " With the use of this, prmts can be taken 
straight from the n ashing traj's and squeegeed direct on 
the ferrotype plates gloss, or celluloid sheet®, without the 
latter Imvmg to be polished, naxed, or Frencli chalked— 
a distmct advantage 

The Value of Trunnung and Spottmg 

At the risk of bemg accueed of nntiQg on “ trivial tluiigs 
I again emphasize the fact that the operator should endeavour 
at all times to turn out liis work in the veiy best possible 
manner Of course, news value and techracal excellence of 
prmt call for first and best attention but if time permits 
why should he not give editors cause to recognize that he 
has pride of craft as well os techmcal ability * Trumnmg 
costs nothing but time, and spottmg ” requires only time 
and a little skill Yet it is surprising what both can do to 
ma! e a pnnt attractive There ate several really efficient 
prmt trimmers on the market My own has taken away 
the softened edges of thousands of prints, for it is seldom 
that a prmt leaves my hands without bemg trimmed Dail^ 
practice has made it possible for me to gauge veiy accurately, 
'sometimes to the mmute just how long it will take me to 
develop and prmt so many plates and I prefer to work at 
increased pressure and thus secure time for trimming and 
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anj nece'ss'xrj spotting ’ ratlier than let a punt go m 

roucli unfinished state , eomp 

Sometimes in the rush of work a negative rather 

slight damage * Photopaking ” has to e Imnd 

liumedly, vith tl.c result tlmt the pnnts sho^ up the hau 
work, perhaps to the extent of a n lute pa ci , , 
shadow or worse still, across a figure where it 
eje rather hadlj A little ludicious spotting with hraisl^ 
and colour will make the print more presen a ggggpte^d 
It will prohahlj ho gone over bj the aitist it ^ 
the operator will have the satisfaction u “ 

everj thing uas done to tnal e the print sa ea 
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“WRITING UP» AND CIRCDLATING PRINTS 

Studying the Markets How Best to Do It 
llECOONizD.a tliat the marl ct for Press photognplis ts 
large and exceedingly varied someone has said that pme 
tically e\cr> photograph Ins a \niuc and that there is a 
marl et for it — eomcwhcrol Fveiy photograpli I No But 
certainly e%cr5 photograph which Ins some news value or 
which 13 capable of interesting n largo numler of people 
The greatest difTiculty 13 not alwava surmounted when n 
jwrfect negative has been secured No not bj any means 
for very often it talcs liouis sometimes days to locate a 
market wherem a proGtablc price will bo pven for i photo- 
graph The market exists but it must be found On tins 
subject I propo o to write bnefly 

No amount of lecturing or vmting can save the Prew 
photographer the time necessary for a systematic «tudy of 
tlie multitude of papers wluch offer a marl et for one class 
of picture or another for it is only by careful study and 
annly sis of every paper that the presoman can hope to know 
just where he is Id eU to have his work accepted — at the 
best possible fee No one can do it for lum It is true that 
an agent can and wall circulate an operator s prints where 
they are most bkely to sell but 1 efore the prmt stage is 
reached tl e operator must first obtam the negative from 
which saleable prints can be made And if he waalies to 
Uve by his camera be must generally speakmg photograph 
only those things that are of interest to at least one section 
f f the puhhc 

It will thus be seen that first and foremo«t one must luiow 
wJiafc IS saleable and as this is most easily discovered bv 
seeing what has been sold and 13 selhng it is evident that 
irrespective of whether the pressman puts Ins work direct 
on the market or employs an agent he must study the 
Press and its reepmements 

Now tlus cannot ho done casually Oy looking at a paper 
one day and then not seemg it again for weeks Neither is 
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It proritil)!o to 1 ii\ a imveil 1 ig of non spafK'n IxTiml 
jc\ls etc OIK (ln^ nnil look through them c^el\ criticnllv 
F\en i{ the\ lm\e betn chosen Ik.ciu«o of their |)ohc\ o 

rej rodiicmg Urge numbers of photographs a stuilj of this 
kuKl-ttoxUd onl) ser\ctot«hou uh\t a \nncd assortment of 
pictures art pxlcable Ihat fact is already known It is a 
knowledge of the requirements of each jHirUcvlar q aper tlui 
la needed The onl\ waj to secure this Inowledge is o 
studj each pipir m turn for a tUfimte period A week or 
a fortnight in the ease of tho dailj papers and fixe or si\ 
weeks for tho wecklj editions will be sulTicicnt 
three pipers can ho taken together At tho end of lo 
period all the issues of cich particular edition should fo 
studied n<? a whole llius if tho Daxh/ Sketch and the VaiUj 
Mirror are tal cn together an ‘ ni a whole stiuh am 
ainljsis will tcacii anj would bo Prc«3 photogripher muc i 
tint cannot be taught bj tabulating tho preferences o 
either It will proxc one thing and t lint \cr> clcarJ> if 
the c papers arc the best possible marl ets for gener 


interest news pictures , . 

The happomnes of a fortnight will proxido an c^tremeiJ 
varied assortment of iicturcs and ns generally sponl ii g 
the same or vcr> similar photographs of tho mam news 
1 e ides a largo percentage of odd pictures are o 
to both papers n good guide is thus obtained as o 
requirements of both o. 1 1 ,,, 

riie same sjstcm can be applied vcr\ profita j 
pajicr and periodical offering a marl et for pic nr 
course if an operator is not resident in or near an 
t™l are-, or if his activities m other 

time for tins class of xvorl there w no nccessi 5 ^ . 

studj the peculiar requirements of the fnrmmg P 
it he 19 specializing m motoring pictures ns a 
ordinarj ^0119 he ShonU sect ont oven ‘ ' 

the, tSection-vlaJj Press nceUy 

ilomestic and gener-il icndmg joiinials aid e— and tt P'l? *0 
same si stem of stiidj and analysis to them Besides 
iWySmTiiew marl ets he nail get ideas for p.ctnres 
prob*™net featured previously hut nevertheless readdy 
aceeptahle Personal experience has proved this again and 


again 



C6 Tin. COSIPLCTL PRESS PIIOTOORAPirER 

If the oj orator has tho opportunity to ‘>co a number of 
jiapers each day and neck Iio should most certainly make 
tl e fullest use of the pnvilegc He will soon leam to 
tstimatc on sight the \nl ic of any particular picture 
a lool through all tl e leading papera mil help him to knon 
whetiicr lua estimate is at nil correct and tram him to 
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judge accurately the ralue of a pict ire before exposing 
on it 

The Alt of the Caption 

Tl e amateur may hare some ditficulty in writing suitable 
story telling captions to accompany his prints Eren expen 
enced operators occasionally 6nd it difficult At times it is 





\\mTr,a oi " *m> cinoui^T»o hunts 


LTsj to lot upon a snnppj senUnco thnt tolls tl.o rforj hot 
adequutclj and bncny, but there am other occasions when 
rcti-o to come What, then, « to bo o™ ’ 
advice IS, do not miss the mail through ',™ 

put down the tacts simpb and plainlj and kt the pietiir 

do the «cllmg 


u\ rinse picTom 
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to place tlic ‘ salient points of interest at the beginning 
and not at the end Of course if j ou can put ‘ punch 
into your caption so rnucli Iho better but do not olloiv an;> 
ambiguity or possiliJjtj of misunderstanding to acconipanj 
it liever depart from the truth in order to give * punch 
Everj paper Ins an expert caption nTitcr so if an editor 
wants jour photograph he mil use it so long as jour dcscrip 
tive matter gives actual facts Prints are not bought for 
their captions though I do not deny that a good caption 
often helps to sell a just ordinary photograph 

I have said that a caption should state the facts — 
especially if it is a neirs picture — plamlj and without 
ambigmtj I remember seeing a picture m one of the 
illustrated dailies however the caption of uhich uas con 
tradictory to the known facts I do not know on who e 
shoulders the error rested but knowing the full circum 
stances of the accident (a fljaiig one) I am jnehned to 
thinl that the photographer mised up the facts verj hadlv 
when ho wrote 1 is caption Certamly no editor uould 
1 nowingly make sach a mistake misrepresentation can 
be a very costly evpenment When m doubt lea^e it 
out should bo every Press photographer s motto 
^’I'hen writing the caption for a picture nhicU is purelj 
news there is no necessity to make plaj with words 
Give the story and the facts as bnellj as possible be certain 
of names of persons and places but do not write a report 
If there are any interesting legends etc in connection mth 
the photographed place person or event then by all means 
add them 6i t alicaya brteflj An art editor often receives 
Inmdreds of prmts each daj and he must make his choice 
as quickly as possible so give joura every chance of bemg 
among the selected 

Below I give two captions as tl ey were printed under a 
photograph recently reproduced in two national pajiers 
The photograph depict^ a boj on fnendlj terms witl 
alligators in a London naturalist s shop— 

\ttbe Ai.Lio*ioa Shop — ILmulonboywl o knows all nbo taibgato 8 
because a relat ve keeps a shop where they (along w tl snakes and 1 zards) 
can be bought 

Ik nre Rcpritt: Shop — The nephev of a l^ndon natural st an ong tl o 
scaly eroaturea wheh compnae In naclas alock and are aU hu Arm 
fnends This strange shop is stocked witl snakes all gatois and I rants 
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I\o\\ Uic fin»t cnption w not onlj more biief but it is 
ilso better than tho second In 24 Mords it tells the storj 
ncntlj, InoiAs all about alligators bteauso a rtlatne 
keeps a shop ^^hert tliej cm be bought ” Junts at a boj s 
natural inclination to loiou things The second nndoubt 
edl\ states tho facts but it 1 teks the grip of tho first In a 
picture such ns tin the operator has an opportunity to 
write something ‘snappy ’ Sometimes a topicaWi/^e is 
bettor than a punch in tho caption itself this is 

isixjciallv so when the picture is not exattlv news ’ and 
a lengthy explanation h unnecessary Quite recently a 
head of a buUock at a Chnstmns Market ap])carcd m a 
daily piper with the title Barou do Beef and tho refer 
ence to the famous Mustard Club was not lost on tho public ' 
The same picture appeared in another paper with the title 
JsotaHappy Cliristmas Bothweregood butthefirstwas 
decidedly more topical — the public has been acquainted w ith 
Christmas much longer than it has with the 'Mustard Club * 
Vld ‘ punch whcnc\er po wblo but do not moinon/c 
too many American film captions ' They luny bo cleaer 
but wc English arc not gifted with the samo sense of 
humour as our American cou«ms ' 

As a rule editors prefer captions to bo written on the 
backs of the prints or attached to them in some way so 
this method should be generally adopted Loose shps of 
paper have an awkward habit of getting mi^Kid and a 
news photograph without a caption is as useless as a ship 
without a rudder But there are exceptions to this general 
rule I\ hen several prints are sent some editors prefer the 
captions to be w ritten on a Micct of paper as tlus suits their 
method of working and they generally idvise the operator 
neconlingJy In sucli a ease the captions for each event 
should be written on a separate sheet and each pnntdiould 
be clearh indicated with title an<l number to correspond 
with caption sheet 

Means of Girculatmg Prints 

After prints are captioned and ready for dispatch we 
must consider the matter of circulation If tlie operator is 
in or near Plcet Street he will deliver them or have them 
delivered by hand But as I am concerned principally in 

6— (T ■'59 ) 
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addressing the provincial would be pres'.man I "haU en 
deavour to indicate the best nud < 5 poediest means, under 
varjTng circumstances, o£ sending pnnts to various offices 
Apart from deliver} bj hand there are only two unis 
wliorehj circulation can be effected— ba the post and ha 
rail Both of these methods have their respective adaan 
tages and disadvantages Certainla , for cheapness the letter 
post IS far ahead of rail transit but there are occasions a\lien 
cheapness mu<»t he sacrificed for the «alve of ‘sliced, and it i'' 
then that the passenger tram service must he utihzetl 
First let 113 consider the advantages of the postal service 
Uhen a large mini her of pnnts have to be cimilateil to 
London and provmcial offices for simultaneous puhlicatioii 
it 13 essential that tlicj should be given equal clmnco' of 
arriving for a particular daj s »«sue For thi'* rei-«oii the 
operator should find out which di patch from Ins town 
office 18 most likeh to get his envelopes as carl} ui the das 
aa x>o 33 iblo into London Maochester, Liverpool Birmingham, 
Canliff, Nottingham, Lee<l 8 Nencastle Gla«gow, and rdm 
burgh which arc the pnncipal newvpapor producing centres 
m the iwingdoni If the local postmaster cannot give the 
necessary definite information a letter nddre* etl to the 
Listnct Head Ofiico will no doubt j’fodnce the demd 
result If the operator resides near a mad stopping station 
of a mam line raihia} a few words with one of the postal 
clerks on the (ram will proiide him with particulars «« to 
probable times of nm\nl and dcli%cr\ of mails drojqicd ofl 
at various places en route In iiii> com? it is general!} 
accepted that an} letter or packet po«itctl in time for the 
last dupatch at the local office — unless that office i** an 
uncommonl} long distance from the riilwnv — will reach the 
niwspaper offices in the nlmc niontionctl cities jn goiKl 
time for pnjers going to press the following evening In 
most cases thc} will amvt three or four hours iKfore inid 
da} Ofcour?ie this docs not inclu !e letters from tl e Nortli 
of Scotland or from Inland to Ixindon and Midland ofiicis 
Prevs yackages are invanahf} given pirfcmice in Stirling 
and dLspatoh thonfon it la ndv tsal k to ni irk all i nvel ]hs 
promincnth wath Piirss Mattfii — IhuitVT or Put*''* 
Photos — UimrsT A stout pen and a siifph if nal ink 

are auh titiites bra rubla r stamp < r a gimirmal Inls-J 
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In Choice of Area of Ojieration 1 Im^ e ail\ ised ntarness 
to a mam lino station nhero a mail tram stops at an Jiour 
later than the last dispatch from the local post ollicc 
The rea'ion for this is that there are frequent occasions nlitn 
an operator desires to circwlatc prints to various offices after 
the last collection has been made at the post office and 
though a suitable tnnn maj be asnilaWe shortly after he 
mil not -wish to go to the o\]icnsc of pa^ mg mlwaj parcels 
rate on each packet and tlms grcatlj increase the cvpen cs 
of a job without anj certamta of financial return If a mam 
hue station is within ens\ reach ho can post his tmelopis 
on the mail tram direct the clinroC being a halfpenny moie 
than the ordmar} rate on each packet To secure tins 
undoubted advantage maj mean a joumej of fi or C nnlcb m 
all kinds of weather at a late hour but personal! j I know 
such a journey to be m most instnnce» well worth the 
trouble and occasional discomfort 
Railway transit is uudoubtetll^ more costly timn postal 
but when it is taken Into account that anj packages under 
1C oz wiU bo earned from Edinburgh to King s Cross for a 
fee of Od it must bo rccogmzcrl that con«idenng the speed 
of cona ej anco it is a cry cheap mdecd It has however 
one distinct disada antage Packages thus convey cd do not 
reach the newspaper offices for some time after arrival at 
the respective stations If they are not collected bj the 
addressees they aie dehvered bj the railwaj parcels van 
but as tl is ma> not be done until some hours later it is 
neces arj to advise each editor b\ ware or phono as to 
station and tune of arrival Some newspapers collect news 
pad ets sent bj rail eveiy fen hours but in a large cit^ 
which has several stations editor& prefer to be advised so 
that they can collect them immediatelj from the particular 
station to w Inch they are sent Tl e neccssitj for a telegram 
or phone message especially when several packages are 
being forwarded is a disadvantage which cannot be ihs 
regarded Of course if the packages contain a big story 
one does not stop to consider the additional expense entailed 
All pad ages sent by rail should be marl ed To be called 
for and addressed c/o Parcels Office King s Cross or 
w iiatever is tl e terminus or station on the mam Ime by 
which tl ej are sent 
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It Is not nlwa^-s advisible to di&pntcli railH-iy jnckage« 
bj tho first possible trniu unit*® it is a through connection 
Sometimes it is better to asl the bool ing clerk to 1 eeji 
them back an liour or even more nnd put them aboard a 
through tram The less changing tliere is the greater 
will be the hkehhood of a speedj delivera of packages winch 
•sometimes have a knack of getting nii'‘laid if left too ranch 
to the handling of railway servants 
Envelopes sent bj passenger train are treated ns parcels 
and must be bound with stnng otherwise the^ are cla^ ified 
ns letters and letter canaang la the monopoly of H M 
Goi emuieiit 

When sent hj post prmts are generally sufficient!} pro- 
tected b} one straw board but I find it better to n e two 
when sending them bj rad Tlie slight additional weight 
calls for no furtber charge and it ensures tJie armal of 
prmts m an undamaged condition 

Is it neces. ar} to enclose a stamped addresseil envelope 
for the return of unaccepted pnnU ? — and, Do papers return 
prmts to professional operators without charge * are two 
questions often as! cd b} amateurs 
These coimected qucstious cannot l>e answered bj a 
direct \ea or ^o but general!} speaking a!l the 
prmcipal offices and a good many of the smaller ones 
return prints without the stamp^ addressed emclopes 
being sent to them Of course there ore exceptions At 
the time of wntmg the Daily Htrald makes it Imowu that 
unless photographs are accompanied by a stamped addressed 
envelope the} will be destroyed a fortmght after receipt if 
imaccepteil The now defunct — at least un an individual 
paper — Daily Graphic alw n} s returned unwanted prmts but 
m addition to the editorial regrets a pamphlet was alna\s 
included reminding contributors that pnnts would not he 
returned if unaccomjxinied i 

Per«onalIj I Live neaer cnelo ed a stamped addres ctl 
envelojie with submitted | nnts but probabh I ha^e I ecu 
extremeh fortunate in having the ninjontj of unwanted 
contnbutioiia rctunied {lost paid I advise the would be 
pressman to try liis hick as I did ami if unj ubhshed 
pnnts come back well nnd goo! I dnre«!V} 1 vlmll rc(xi\e 
lahtonal rej nmands for suf^esting this but n fnx lance 
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Pfc^s photogrnpljcr his grttlor mwl to tconomuc in the 
pobtnge ncconnt tlinn «n aftlucnt ntwsj nj cr 

On Submitting Undeveloped Plates 

Jn tljc \ast niajoritv of jtrtiils nre tirculated to the 
offices but there are occasions uhen it is tulvisahlt to siiul 
undeveloped platca (In Hic Jofi Itself 'llio Viluo of 
Duphcito Xegativos,’ I have given an instanio ulicn it i> 
gencralU more profitable to let two or three editors lin\t 
ncgativ cs rather thiin pnnts, and of course this also includt s 
iimlcv eloped plates ) 

Ixit us consider oiu of these occasions Suppose that an 
operator attends a function of onlj local interest in an area 
where ‘ local editions art circulated On irrival lie 
unexpectedly finds that a staff operator from piper A is 
already there Iho function proceeds, and no operator 
from paper B puts m an appearance The free lance realizes 
that owing to tlic distance from Jus dark room and the 
lateness of tlic hour ho cannot jiossihly let B liavo cither 
prints or negatives on approval m time for simultaneoiN 
publication with A the following day He docs not know 
whv B has not sent a representative Perhaps tlio editor 
does not want pictures of the function or it ma\ bo that 
an operator could not be spared on account of other engage 
nicnts In the latter case irints negatives or undeveloped 
plates would probably be welcomed The fiee lanco sliould 
not tbinl about such possibilities too long he must either 
get the undeveloped plates to tlic editor of B at the earliest 
possible moment oi giv e up all hope of any acceptances from 
that quarter as naturally B would not use pictures of the 
eventaday lattrthanA As neither time nor circumstances 
will permit unloading of slides the plates must be sent in 
the holders It is only necessary to enclose n rough caption 
giving the main particulars of the event The caption of 
evcli 2>]ate sliould be niiiDbored to correspond with the 
numher of each dark slide so that no mistake w ill be made 
wath any that arc in any way similar A note can be added 
Rtatmg that as paper A was represented at the function 
undet eloped plates are being sent tlirough pressure of time 
The slides should be pad ed securely and put on the first 
Kuitahle train or if it is convenient and quicker the operatoi 
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can dcbver them it tlie office himself (Of course, even 
tlimg depends on the locihtj and the distance from the news 
paper office ) If they are sent by tram, the parcel »hotiId 
be marl^ed c/o Parcels Office — To be called for,” and tlie 
etlitor should be adnaed bj telephone or telegnm tint 
undeveloped pHtes nre being forwarded to arrive at a 
certain time, so that he will be able to make thenecee«m 
arrangements for their collection 
The free-lance niu»t always be leadj to act aa ctreum 
Stances arise He mav not profit on eveiy occa«jon such a^ 
1 hi%e mentioned but an editor will appreciate hi", initiative 
and tliought and he will recompen«e him indirectly in 
other w 3 



CHAPrER VII 
THE MARKET 
THE DAILY PRESS 
The National niostrated Dailies 
Anaiases 

The “ Daily Sketch.” 

Ta\o photographs of Sir Alan Cobham arriving at Neir 
York v-ith lus ” Moth aeroplane , two “ heads " of people 
in the news , one head stndj of a Iteifcr at Christmas Cattle 
Show, ** Not a Happy Clmstraas ” , two theatncal pictures , 
two boating pictures of Varsity Trial Eights , one hurdle 
racing “ fall ” photograph , one picture of Girl Master of 
Beagles , one theatrical scene , one picture of shark w ashed 
ashore on Scottish coast, two photographs of the return 
of the survivors of HMS VaUrtan , one of a London 
alligator shop , a photograph of a London house that is 
" twisted ” owing to subsidence , one “ Christmas I^jok ” 
study of a girl with mistletoe at Coient Garden, two 
“ heads ” of persons killed in a colliery disaster , a senes of 
four photographs of a London hospital m connection with 
a cheque donation hoav , one photograph of a lady potter- 
pamter at work , tw o pictures illustrating tricks of science , 
one rugbj and three soccer pictures one photograph show- 
ing how some puppies were exhibited belimd a picture 
frame , a photograph of the Lord Maj or of London w ith 
'some old schoolfellow s at a golf match , inserted in different 
parts of the pa^xT, three ‘ heads ” of footballers, and ele\en 
of iieople ‘ 111 the news ” A total of 47 jiholographs 

The “Daily Mirror.” 

Throe pictures of a motor car disaster , three ‘ in course 
of dutj ” photographs of a nur« to be presented with a 
medal for braverj , one indoor photograph of Sir Austen 
Chamberlain and M Bnand in Pans , one hunting ‘ per- 
sonalities ” group , one Chmtmas I'liir pjctiiro , one of 
• ^ 75 
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presentation of birthday to bishop one photograph 
of ^ arsitj motor speed trials two heads of persons 
1 died Hi colher^ disaster {Daily SLetch) one hurdle racing 

fall picture (similar to iSie/cA) tw o pliotographs 

of return of HMS lalertaui survivois (similar to Daily 
SLefch) one London w eliding picture one of a London 
alhgator shop (Dailj Sletc7) one picture of the distnhution 
of cake at a factorj on employ er a blrthda^ one photograph 
of parachute test two pictures ol nrnml of Sir ^3an 
Cobham at New “iork (one aa Daily Sketch) three fashion 
pictures one of presentation to -O years old hero one 
picture of joung liospitnl patients practismg carols one 
photograpli of a Jadj swimmer receiving trophj one 
picture of avar bhnded men in wallong race one riigb^ 
picture one of Jews laying wreath on Cenotaph two 
amateur theatncal pictures one of sheep at a London 
CJinstuias Jfarket one photograph of proparotions for 
Varsitj Tnal Eights Boat Race a photograph of a- 
labourer who lias had a £5 000 wandfall inserted m 
different parts of the paper three heads ’ of foot 
bailers and ten of people m the news A Mai of BO 
photographs 

Since the incorporation of the Daily Graphic wath the 
Daily Sketch the latter paper and tlie ^atly J/trror are tlie 
only nafioual illustrated dailies and both are ettremeh 
good markets for the free-lance operator It la true that 
each has special preferences for certain types of pict ire? 
but generally speakmg these do not include political news 
interest photographs Prom the operators point of new 
this 13 an advantage which cannot be over-estimated All 
political parties have big shows in botli papers at vanous 
times but news value is always the first considerat on So 
it 13 with ever^ tjp® news picture Each paper requires 
pi otogtaphs tl at will appeal to the reader in general irrc 
spcctive of political opimons or social distinctions Generally 
siwaking every issue of both papers caters for all classes 
and tills is wh\ I say tl ey arc markets which the pressman 
cannot afford to neglect on any occasion wl cn lie gets a 
general interest or topical picture 

Both papers issue several editions each day and though 
one edition may contain siaty p! otogroplia the number 
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nccepled and reproduced among the several editions will m 
a\\ probnbditj be about cigbtj Let us sa> that a lug 
sports meeting has been held in the North of Ihigland and 
a staff operator has attended, or a locd free lance lias scut 
a batch of plates If the event is of special interest to 
Cumberland, the edition circulftted in that area will probably 
ha\ e its back page occupied bj six or sev cn photographs of 
the sports Possiblj one or two of these pictures wall be 
of general interest If so, tbej^ will probably be included 
m all the other editions as general news Dus applies to 
both papcis but particularly to the Daily SKeich On 
sovcril occasions I lia\c found it advisable to duplicate 
negatives and send a selection to cither or both offices 
(See ‘ The Job Itself The Value of Duplicate Negatives ’) 
Practically every class of “ enme ’* picture is acceptable 
to both papers The Daily Mirror shows a hkmg for 
motoring accidents and tho Daily SUtch is always a good 
market for wedding photographs proiided they ore of 
persons of some note 

After important matches, football pictures aro a strong 
feature and throughout the season each Monday issue con 
tains as far as sovcii or eight of these, besides several “ hoods 
of prominent play era 

Heads ” of persons in the public eye are popular with 
both editors llie Daily Mirror which is probably the 
best maiket for golden and diamond wedding photographs 
also frequently accepts pictures showing freaks of natuie 
and anything unusual The Daily Sketch too reproduces 
these but not so leadily 

'* Stunt animal pictures and Zoo and natural history 
photographs are all saleable to both offices Hunting pic 
tures are reprotluced fairly often but Jails ’ should not 
be portray ed too viv ully the picturesque and social sides of 
bunting provide better opportiimties than the actual cha«e 

Horse racing photographs are very popular but the Daily 
'Sketch seems to favoui personalities of tho turf rathci 
than actual racing scenes Close ups of leadmg horses and 
jocl eys duo to take part m the principal laces should bo 
submitted to both oflices several clay’s before tho particular 
e% ent as both papers often mal o a special feature of these 
on the morning of the race 
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Uncom entional pictures of well kno^ n politician^, artist^, 
actors and actresses are more readily accepted bj the Daily 
Slelcli than the Daily Mxrror, but both u«e them frequentl} 

Photographs «howing old cnstonia should nlwa>s he <ent 
to both offices, though the Datly Mirror i» general]^ the 
best market for this tj’pe of picture 

Good aviation photogniplis are among the best selling 
news pictures, and when the operator gets anything of 
interest in tins direction he should not on!^ circulate it to 
the all picture papers, but to the ortluniy newspapers as 
well Pictures of new lunchmcs heuig built or tested, or of 
accidents, are always sure of the best consideration Lidced, 
if the demand for such pictures increases, there w ill be n 
big opening for greater specialization m thi* branch 

The “Bulletin ” (The Scottish All Picture Paper). 

One photograph of a Scottish hbourcr who has had a 
£S,000 windfall (as Datly Mirror) , three Scottish rugb; 
pictures , a photograph of a lady who danced with the 
Pnnee of Wales at Lambeth Baths (daily Pre«9) , one “ at 
homo ' stud} of a well known Scottish lady and her son , 
one picture of a «hark washed ashore on Scottish coast 
(Daily SletiA) four “heads” of people "m the news” 
(three «tudioportraits) , three” heads ” of "local “interpat, 
two heads ’ of persons m the pubhc eye , one “ head ” of 
a Burmese ladi hamster, two Scottish hockey picture** , 
two studio portraits of an engaged "M P and an heiresa , one 

personahties ” group at Jleet of Poxhounds (Scottiali) , 
one of presentation of prizes at a Glasgow function , one 
of a Scottish Christmas Pair , one Scottish wedding picture 
(as Daily Mirror], one of " peraonalities ” at ScatU'h 
bazaar , one photograph of a Clyde cave dwelhng house , 
one of Glasgow Varsity rowing crew , one mtenor photo- 
graph of a new dance hall in Glasgow , one Scottisli dinner 
picture , one of notable guests at a Scotti«h gathering , one 
photogmpli of personahties ” at opemng of Scotti«li beaut} 
sjiot two studio portraits of people m tlio general news , 
one cinema picture , seven “ heads ” of Scottish footballers , 
two action pictures of Scottish football , one football crowd 
picture two groups of Scottish nigby teams , a Scottisli 
cannval picture , one “ peroonahties " group at a Scottish 
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trade dinner one general new at a Glasgow dinner 
one picture o£ a man si\allowing snakes A total of 53 
pi olographs 

It IS unfortunate that the issue wluch I have analysed 
records feis pictures of other than purely Scottish events 
let though I do not regard this particular edition as a 
t> pical one it serves n ell to indicate that generally speakmg 
tins paper offers little <iCope to operators out of Scotland 
Those photographers ■whose area of operation includes or 
IS near to the Border however should not neglect this 
market The paper circulates for some distance south of 
the Tveccl and pictures of Border-country social gatherings 
etc aie nell north submitting Of course it is of special 
importance to Scottish free lances who should give it their 
utmost attention they will find that its requirements are 
not difficult to 8uppl> and though the rate of payment is 
only lOs Cd all lielj pictures should be given a cliance of 
acceptance with this office 

As I do not regard the issue analysed as bemg typical I 
j ropose to gi\e another type of analysis of a copy which I 
think could be accepted as a useful basis for study 
Total number of pictures 63 
Neus pictures 30 

Scottish eienls 28 Out of Scotland eients 8 

Scottish local interest *»0 
General interest 8 

Heads 25 [Studio portraits 21 Press *1) 

Scottish personnliiies J2 Others 13 

Of pvirelj Scottish interest *■ Scottish interest 0 
General interest 7 General intciest 7 

I'ashion 2 icinres 2 

This analysis shows that heads are a ver} strong 
feature studio portraits predominating In the news pic 
turcs it will be seen that though Scottish o^ents are greatlj 
m the inajontj out'ude news is also represented If 
out of Scotland news pictnres liave a special interest to 
Scottish readers then acceptance is more hkcl\ than when 
thej are of a national character 
Ihe fact that the Bulletin eaters specially for Scotsmen 
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UncoijMntionnl |ii(.turw<if «<|| kiionn jwliticnna, artt«ti 
ftttorHfttul notrc"*--* 8 nn mon acctptctJ tlio Ihilij 

tb.ifi tbr J> tthj .ViiTor, but }/r Ih iiv* flirni /mjwf utJi 
‘'linvun;' old <Ust<mt8 Ahoiild nIun\A 
tcj botli ofljctK, the Ihttlt/ JIjrror H pncnll> tin 

bc«t mnrkrt for lliin Ujn of iRctiin 
Oocxl uMntion plioto^nph’t nn* among the 
news jiicttire^, ninl when the operator aii^iliing of 
iiitcrfjt m (Ins dirt'tljon he ahould not otil.v circulate Jt to 
the all picture pijKn*, but to the onhnnn ncnfpapcrs as 
lull I‘ictun 8 of iit\i innehines licing built or toted, or of 
^ccl(lcnta an. nlnn^fl eureo! the l>esteon<-tdi ration Indeed, 
if Ibe demand for auch pictnreu inctiasis tlicre will be a 
big ojwumg for greater aju'ciftluation in this branch 

The “BoUctm ” (The Scottish All Picture Paper) 

One photograph of a Scottwh hbonrer who has hail a 
£5 000 Muidfall (as Mtrror), three Scottish nigb> 

a photograph of a |nd> who (Innctnl with the 
i’nnco of Wales at I,aml»ctli Haths {dniK Press) , one "at 
homi htiuK of a well known Scottish lad} and her son , 
one jiicture of i shark washed adtore on Scottish coi«t 
(Dailt/ Sketch) four ‘ heads” of |>eople "in the neir* ” 
(three studio ]>ortrnits) thrw'‘hends’ of "local "intore't, 
two heads of jicrsons in the public t> t , one "head "of 
a nurnic^ lid\ hamster two Scottish hockc} pictures , 
two studio portraits of an cngngeil M P and an heiress , one 
jK-rsoimlitiis group at Jleet of Foxliounds (Scottish) , 
one of presentation of pnrea at a Glasgow function , one 
of a Scottish Christmas I'nir , one Scottidi wedding pictun 
(ns D<iil^ Mirror ) , one of ‘ personalities ” at Scottish 
bnranr one photograph of a Cl^de cave dwelling house , 
one of Glasgow \arsit} rowing crew, one intcnor photo 
graph of a new dance hall m Glasgow one Scottish dinner 
picture one of notable guests at a Scottish gathenng , one 
photograph of jicrEonnlities " at opening of Scottish beaut} 
8jK)t two btudio portraits of people in the general news , 
one cinema picture seven heads ” of Scottish footballerb , 
two action pictures of Scottish football , one football crowd 
picture two groups of Scottish ntgb} teams , a Scottish 
carnival picture one *' iieisonalities ’ group at a Scottish 
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trade dinner , one general vien at a Gla^gon dinner , 
one picture of a man swallowing sualvcs A toidl of 53 
pliotographa 

It 13 unfortunate that the is>suc wlucli I have analjsed 
records few pictmes of other than purely Scottish events 
Yet, though I do not regard tins particular edition as a 
typical one, it serves well to indicate that, generallj speakmg, 
tlus paper offers httle scope to operators out of Scotland 
Those photographers nhose area of operation mcludes or 
IS near to the Border, however, should not neglect this 
market Tlie papei circulates for some distance south of 
the Tweed, and pictures of Border-country social gathenngs, 
etc , are w ell worth submitting Of course, it is of special 
importance to Scottish free lances, who should give it their 
utmost attention , the^ wall find that its requirements are 
not difficult to supplj, and though the rate of pajment is 
only lOa 6d , all Id^elj pictures should be given a ohinco of 
acceptance with this office 

As I do not regard the issue analysed as being typical, I 
propose to give another typo of analysis of a copy which I 
think could be accepted as a useful basis for study 
Total number of pictures, 03 
^eics pictures, 30 

Scottish etents 28 Out of Scotland eteufs ” 8 

Scottish “ local ” interest 20 
General interest, 8 

Heads," 25 {Studio portraits 21 Press 4) 

Scottish personalities 12 Others, 13 

Of purelj Scottish interest, 5 Scottish interest 0 
General mtercst 7 General interest 7 

Pashon pictures, 2 

Ihis analysis shows that ‘heads” are a veiy strong 
eaturc, stiulio portraits predominating In the news pic 
ures it Will be seen that, though Scottish events are greatl) 
m tic luajontj ‘‘outside’ news is also represented If 
1 " new s pictures have a special interest to 

♦i,,., ‘ readers then acceptance is more hkeh than when 

J are of a national character 
1C I let tbit the Bidleitn caters specnllj for Scotsmen 
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should constantly bo ] cpt in niitul Un icccptcd jirmts are 
not usnally returned but the ofiico mnkc'* regiihr i>aj ments 
without a rendered account lieing iiecc'^irj 

JVational Daily Papers Using Pictores 
iluch that 1 have said concerning the all picture i alter' 
aijphes to the national papers using pictures In the latter 
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however one unportant factor must le noted — political 
policies It IS u«ele«s to send prints of a distinct Con 
servntivo intere t to either the Datlj Clromclf or tl e Dail / 
ns these pajers are Liberal m their party pol tics 
The Dailj Telegraph and tl e Mointng Post being Conserva 
li\c organs do not accept Liberal or Lai our interest pictures 
Tl e Dailj Mail the Datlj Difpateh and TJe Ttries how 
ever are cJass-ified as Independent and they are ninajs 
ready to consider photographs of nn> p irta interest «o long 
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as they meet their requirements as to nc«s ^nluc The 
Duilj Herald of course accepts only political neu s pictures 
w Inch lia\ e a direct beanng on Labour 
Both Willinga Press Grtnife and the llnfcrs and 4j/is/s 
} ear Bool (Bhcl ) note the political tendencies of all papers 
and I advise the photographer to acquire these a erj useful 
boolvS 
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2la%l oKcii lual es a big show of murder nud robbeiy idus 
trations and the opcntor who obtains good pictures of 
this tjpe should siibnut prints to both tlie London and 
Jlmchester offices as earlj as possible In fact it lua^ 
be profitable to let the jSaxly Maxi hare a few c\cliisi\e 
negatives of any big stoiy 

The ilfoncfe-s^er OuarOxan accepts only pictures of serious 
general news interest either foreign or British and usttnIK 
thej must have some pictorial value Further thej must 
be as techmcally excellent as conditions will allow Unle‘>s 
tho news is of great importance tins office will not 
accept photographs that do not lend themselves to good 
reproduction * fuzziness is not tolerated 

The Daxl j Chronxde does not want sporting photographs 
but artistic countryside pictures are welcomed and an} thing 
that portrajs happiness is sure of con«ideration Of course 
news IS of first importance 

Tho Dailj Herald «hows a preference for novelties 
Hunting pictures are not wnnteil and crime photographs 
are seldom reproduced Photographs slioning old customs 
parttculatl} when they relate to the worl ing classes and 
happy children pictures seem to have a ready sale 
The Daily Expraa often mal es a special appeal to 
women and pictures of feminine sporting interest should be 
circulated to this office Action is essential 
The Datly Had and the Momxng Post arc wndoubtrdJv 
the best markets m the daily Press for good luinting photo- 
graphs The<5e should be picturesque os well ns tcchmcnih 
excellent The Mormng Post often pnjs lOs for a irint 
that will reproduce m n fairl> large size 

Heads of people in the news are welcomed hi pne 
ticnll} all the dailies Pictures of sports especially footb ill 
feature verj Higelj in thooc pipers which circulate among 
theworl inpchsscs Fvery general interest ncwspicture 
IS well worth sul mitting to all the offices The greater its 
interest the wider its n|pcal and con«equentl\ tie nion 
nceeptal k it w ill be to the majority of editors 

Provmcial Daihes Using Pictures 

The circnlntun of a general interest picture should not 
tiid ns far as the ilaili Press is coneomel with it iKinp 
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siibimttcd to the national illustrated papers and the national 
dailies using pictures. To day, there are more than twenty 
provincial daily papers of note that make a feature of neus 
illustrations, and all are \sorth the attention of ever} 
operator , indeed, everj established and successful fret- 
lance specializing in news pliotograpliy -uill admit that tho'e 
provincial papers form a very lucrative market Of course, 
all make a special feature of “ local mterest ” pictures, but 
any topical photograph which is likely to have a wide appeal 
or one which will mterest the majority of readers irrespective 
of locality, IS always sure of consideration 

As the list of sales below many of the photographs 
reproduced in this book alious, a picture that is suitable for 
the Daily Mirror, Daily Skdch, Daily Mail, Daily Neits, 
etc , IS very often the type required by such papers as the 
Simnngham Gaseile, l^verpool Courier, etc and for this 
reason a good general mterest picture should be given a 
chance of acceptance with piovmcial offices 

The Local Press. 

Under " Choice of Area of Occupation,” I liate said that 
“ the area of operation should, whenever possible include 
the area of circulation of a local daily edition making a 
strong feature of pictures of local events ’ 1 vould lay 
stress on the importance of tins, especially to the photo- 
grapher starting out on the jouinahstic road It offers no 
short cut to ” bigger butuncss,’ but the very nature of such 
a paper’s requirements— local events — wall afford the best 
opportunities for a begmner to gam confidence in operatmg 
in crowds, gathermg facts, and generally keeping in touch 
with pubbe persons His opportumties will be further 
increased if he lias chosen his native heath as lus area of 
operation He will bo working among a cln'ss of people 
he knows and understands he will probably be given 
facilities not readily granted to other**, simply because he 
IS known, firet as a native and secondly as a Press 
photographer He will naturally feel less conspicuous and 
more at home than he would be otherwn'se and his know- 
ledge of the distnct will stand him in good stead when 
looking fop pictures on quiet days In the early days of 
lus profcs-unnal life he wall of necessity be more or le«s 
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compelled to nnmtam a vntchfulo^c on all local hapjwnings 
that offer picture possibilities and tlius receive a course of 
practical training that will bo of the greatest Ixmcfit when 
ahilitj and conditions allow him to branch out and comptle 
with experienced operators in wader fields Indeed the 
cov enng ’ of local engagements offers a not to he mis«cd 
opportunitj for finding one a feet and ncquiruig the pnctico 
so neccssir^ for speedy and accurate handling of the camera 
The beginner w ould do well to start on the joumnhstie road 
III this wa^ and to concentrate all Ins main efforts on 
feeding the local 1 sues tthencicrpo sible There anil he 
frequent oec isions when local e\ ents offer pictures po c«. uiq 
the necessary news value for national interest and gradually 
ho wall thus gam the desired eniree into the national Pre-^s 
without which no prcasman can hope to seciire a heeldiood 
The value of the local edition making a strong feature of 
photogrnplis of local events cannot be over-estimated and 
I strongly urge any adventurer into tbe realm of Pre«s 
photogriphj to rcahro its importance from the outset In 
the near future as I hare already forecasted in these pages 
there will be verj few papers that will not reproduce m 
increasing numbers j hotograplis of news events etc Tliere 
is a public demand for pictures ' and it must be aj peasetl 
as far as possible if newspapers are to maintain much less 
increase their circulation Soon all the local issues that 
do not use pictures will ha\e to introduce them into their 
columns if the\ would 1 cep abreast of the requirements of 
their readers 

The Type of Picture Required 

There is one thing of wlucb I shall probably be accused 
by mj readers long before the last page la reached and that 
13 reiteration For tlie moment I ask to be forgiven though 
I make no apology for bemg guilty There are two things 
I “hall frequentlj repeat Constantly study all possible 
markets and Learn to estimate new^ values As I have 
said I shall not apologize for tlie repetition of this advice 
It IS too important to be denied emphasis and I am confident 
that 1 shall prove that it cannot be over-estimated if the 
would be Pre«s photographer desires to build up a connection 
a name and a living m the profession he aspires to enter 
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The type of picture required bj the local Piess can only 
be gauged, as the requirements of nil other papers can only 
be gauged by constant study and analysts In my own 
area of opoiation I know cnaetly the type of picture each 
of the tuo local papers prefers but this knowledge has not 
been gained through editorial stipulation Even if an editor 
Mere asked to tabulate his needs be avould probably answer 
“ Study my paper day by day for a week or more at frequent 
mterv lU and copy but not slavishly, w hat y ou find there 
You will then give me what I want " 

Study the market That is the slogan Give the editor 
what he wants and he will in return give what you want — 
cheques 

All editors — like all humans t — have their whims and 
fancies Of course it is generally said that an editor only 
puts in liis papers what be knows Ins readers want, but 
there ore always e\ceptions to the rule, and I have in mind 
a few of these They their columns for the publication 
of their whims and fancies joumabstically as well as photo 
graphically, even to the extent of reprotlucmg ‘ big spread,” 
an ordinaiy goose sitting quit© ortbnanly on an oidmary 
nest 1 Yet the publication of these w hims and fancies 
serves a purpose — to the pbotognpluc contributor if not 
to the reader — just as do genuine news pictures in a rival 
paper , it acts as a guide to him and he ought to benefit 
accordingly 

Let us, for the sake of illustration assume that our 
embryo pressman lias decided to operate m an area served 
by tw o local daily papers botli of w hicli reproduce plioto 
graphs mainly of purely local interest On inquiry he learns 
that outside contnbutions are welcomed and that it is only 
through lack of time that certain districts have not been 
“featured as they deserac A close study of the two 
papers over a period shows that A has a strong penchant 
for groups of local personahties at various functions wliereas 
B prefers clo^e ups of the principals of the same and similar 
events together wath one or two action photographs — a 
typo of picture which A practically neglects A seldom 
features sports of any kind but often mal es a show of agn 
cultural subjects while B praeticaUy ignores farming but 
specializes in atliletics particularly the games of the two 

7— fT 5593) 
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local football teams in the two leading divisions \\ edtlings 
of general local interest find rca(l> place m both papers but 
A prefers the famil} group rather than B s bride and 
bridegroom passmg through a shower of confetti ” Fre- 
quentlj A uses a local wo^iand or n\cr «cene, whereas B 
would rather have a photograph of Mr and Sirs Smith 
who are celebratmg their golden or chamond wedding A 
never uses racuig pictures, but B occasionall;j makes a 
feature of them when counta meetings are held 

It will thus he *;een that A and B have little m common 
with regard to photographic reqmrctncnts, though both 
cater mamlj for local interest But it is not enough to 
know what the local papers publish If he is to be spared 
the trouble and expense of aiibmittuig prints that ha\e no 
po sible chance of being accepted the would be contributor 
mu^t learn at the earliest possible moment the cla«s of 
picture contnbiited solely bj the staff operator GeoeniUi 
sjicaking each paper u«e 8 a certain type of picture avlucJi 
18 invariably supplied bj one of the staff (In A it is the 
local beaut\ spot and in B the county race meetings ) 
No matter how tecIinicnlK perfect the prnit of a local 
beauty spot not previousK pubii«hed m paper A unv be 
it Is no u«e submitting it to tint office and the same thing 
applies to B wath regard to area-ofKiircuIation race meeting"' 
The reason is an economical one Such pictutes are onh 
reproduced when conditions allow them to be secured by a 
staff operator so ns 1 have alrcad> pointed out it is iieccs 
sary to leam as early as possible juat what each editor 
accepts only from hw staff In the cn‘'c of A the beginner 
can more or less take it for gmnteil that the pictonal-' 
are the work of the staff even if it is not customary — as it 
IS with many pa] ers — to indicate the work of their own 
operators If there exists any doubt the would l>e con 
tnbutor w ould do w el! to submit a I cauty spot jiliotograph — 
as tccJmicnlly jierfcct as possible — and ask if further and 
similar j nnts would I c considered Tht reph would moke 
the position clear and definite 

Making a Conneebon 

A connection however small is of tl o greatest value to 
n Pn'ss jihotogmj her particularly w» v\hen it is with a local 
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T 1 0 fa I of tl o nc tlrnt lak ng plore at « i n’at n natter ot luck most 
onderful luck for Mr W k Mon n I 3 p ovident nl esoapo 
lino photograpl od pract ally e ory road race n Ireland a nee the 
commencenient and most of tho sand races ond I seem to have spec al zod 
1 sp IIs T1 ro g! bong A rder mreolf I know where surf lir&mat c 
nc dents are t kelv to take place 

It was n terr bic dav blowing a gue and witl hea > squally showers 
M W Ik son came down <1 e strand at a 1 gl speed and seemed unable 
w tl tl e follow ng r nd to judge the efte t of I a braking As soon aa ho 
made to comer 1 msl zed what would 1 nppen and followed him n iny 
w fro tin ter os one foltowa a rugby tackle or s m far a t on The car seemed 
to tw st mder tl 0 terr tic stra n and aa t lenpt nto tl e a r I was able to 
secure a drnmat 0 p cturo w tl all four wheels of? tl o ground at nearly the 
1 ghost po nt of the jump Tbo d stance was rather great but in the 
pos on I placed m^clf it would ha a been unsafe to go closer n cose a 
compet lor went w ue Tl e p ctnie has been used all o -er the place as I 
ant c pnted a *00 os I pre sed 11 e release 
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dailj nialang a feature of news jiicturea Of course the rate 
of payuient IS lower than that offered bj the nationals but 
tins IS compensated bj the fact that there are innumerable 
occasions -wlien various events not covered bj the 
staff operators of the locals present picture possibihties 
which are of sufficient news value to prove acceptable to 
the local editor Tins is no Jiypothesis An editor of a 
provincial paper anth a comparatively small circulation 
depending almost entirely upon "v certain well defined area 
cannot afford to ha\e more than one or two staff operators 
He recognizes that Ins readers expect to liave their public 
life and social activities featured occasionally and that hi< 
staff operators cannot cover all the best of the illiistra 
table news of the district Tlicrefore he welcomes the 
existence of free lance pressmen operating m his area of 
circulation and generally speakmg will on occasion sech 
the assistance and co operation of those who arc dependable 
and capable of getting the pictures he wants But an cebtor 
can laiow tlio ability of an operator onJi bj the tj^ie and 
•quality of w ork he receives from him so the fr« lanco must 
aetuallj submit worl if he wishes to scciiro the valuable 
editonal assistance in establishing a connection with a pa]>er 
Infiuenco is rarclj of practical use m early da^s after the 
free lance has established himself and shown an editor that 
he IS reliable and capable of dehvemig the goods his name 
will bo worth quite a number of reproduction fees jn the 
course of a year Any established operator wall agree with 
me on that point Of course I do not infer that sim] U 
because a free lance Las «crvc<l an editor well in the past 
Ins pictures will be accepted whether tlioj are of real interest 
or not but I do know that if two free lance ojx'rntors subnut 
equally gooil prints of the •lamc event preference will be 
gnen to the man wlio has sened the particular j aj)cr and 
editor with ability and kiim\le<lge of their exact require 
ments This is quite natural ond os it should be when one 
considers tlint the fnaouretl operator ma> Jiave occa 
sionall^ forgone a more {rolitallc engagement in order to 
ol ligi the same editor bj co\enng an e^cnt more nr 
Ic'is t xclu«ivch for him 

!Now a connection with a ia|»er can onij lio made In 
con«i>*t(ii11\ submitting prints — as tocImKalli perfect n» 
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coiulitions will nllo%s — of jjpuj> c%cnt‘«, etc, that nic^t the 
cilitors requirements It i«? not enough to submit work 
hapharnrtllN l^^eI^ effort must be wade to ha^e n stonih 
output of gooil prints, hs vanetl as possible to news Do 
not gi\o an editor cause to think that joii nro in n rut b\ 
always sending pictures of a particular tjpc, or of old and 
hackno\ cd a icw points of common subjects Do not de\ elop 
ft set stjlo in ftm one subject, or work one subject to death 
to the exclusion of nil t! e Alwa\a «tn\o to be onginnl 
in tliought and view jiomt proMded tho pajHir offers scope 
for ongmalitj If tho local cihtor sliows a preference for a 
eertam stale of picture of a particular ta-pc of caent then 
tho ftt“c lance would do well to licar this in mind aihen sub 
imttmg work Some editors arc very conscraatiae and 
* stick m the mud,*’ and do not appreciate an original and 
progrcs>ut contributor who cndcaaoiirs to break them aaaaa 
from old ideas and mcthcKls ' It tho free lanco can regularla 
give them the t^pe of picture they aannt in plenty of time 
to ftlloav making up for the edition m preparation, then lie 
can rest assured that he is creating a connection No 
“liao” editor arilJ neglect to encourage a "live’ eon 
tnbutor He maa not avnte encouraging wortle to him 
nor express high satisfaction at the manner m which tlu 
free-hiKX. has assisted him to mamtam tho paper s standanl 
of excellence but more practical and useful reward avill 
result m the form of a greater jHreentage of acceptances 



CHAPTER VIII 
THE MARKET (cotthnued) 

The Sunday Pr^. 

It is not my mtention to deal nt any great length n dh the 
requirement*; of the Sunda3 papers To-daj, much the 
same tj’pe of picture is reproduced in the«e as m the dail^ 
Press and hut for a few special features tlierc i» ‘^carceh 
anj thing to distinguish the Sundat/ Pictorial from the Dadu 
Mirror, the Sunday Herald from the Daily Sleleh, the 

irecili/Djsp^i/cA from the Daily Vail or the Sunday Eirpress 
from the Daily Expre^i (The last tv. o papers are not issued 
from the same ofEce ) Naturally, the Sunday papers do not 
want neiis pictures of cicnts which happened in the cam 
part of tho week and were reproduced m the daihes on the 
Thurfcdty or Fnday, unless of course, tho«o pictures are of 
something verj unusual and eitraordmarv «o that tho puhlic 
interest continues A great deal that I Iiave said of the 
illustrated dailies and daihes using pliotogrophs 
equally well to «uch papers as the Sunday Herald the 
Sunday Pictona! the Sunday Heus, the Sunday Erpees*, 
and the Weekly Dispatch Here of coiirae, I speak of the 
Minin picture requirement* 

Sunday papers arc a great boon to the provmcial free- 
lance in particular There are manj occasions when ' general 
interest news pictures come lus na\ on a Pndaj at such 
an hour that it is impossible to get either negatives or pnot"* 
to London in time for the Saturday papers If publication 
Mere not possible until the Mondij, a large percentage ot 
these Fndaj pictures would not be accepted, owing to the 
fact that in all probabihtj tlieir news talue would ha%c 
decreased considerabh through the D%ents being reported 
in the Satimlav papers rurthcr if Sunda\ pipers ucrc 
not publi*lic<l tlie number of photographs submitted to art 
editors for jiossible inclusion in their Mondaj issues would 
be increased tremendously and thus acceptance would w 
more diflicult This applies to ‘ Fndaj pictures ” of onU 
aacrage interest 
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But it IS not ahvaja nd\mlilo to submit tlic«o Inclay 
IMcturea to the Snndaj pipers I£ an ojicritor secures a 
really good pliotognph of an erent winch has more than 
average news value he ma\ question the ndvisabihU of 
holding it back m the liope of giving it a better chance of a 
wider acceptance with the more numerous dailies The 
beginner will probablj dccido that half a loaf is better 
than no bread and either send the negative to an agent 
and trust to luck for a few acceptances with both Sundaj 
and dail^ papers or submit a miml er of pnnts.direct to tiio 
Sundaj papers onlj Thongli no haril and fast rule can be 
laid down as to what is best under the circumstances there 
are certain factors that should be taken into consideration 
before a decision is made 

First let us consider (he principal deciding factors for 
«oiidmg to the Sundaj papers These are— 

1 Other operators have obtained the same or similar 
pictures 

2 Though of no great national news interest the event 
will be mentioned m the Saturdaj papers 

3 It IS knowai that a similar news event of possiblj 
greater newa* value is hkclj to take place on Saturday in 
another part of the counttj 

4 A well known person figures m the picture and it is 
quite po»sible that he maj be photographed in connection 
with an event of an altogether different kind of news 
though of equal news value on the Saturday 

6 A big event is arranged to tal e place in London on the 
Sunday and it is po'^sible that the ma]onty of the papers 
wall make a special feature of it 

There are other rea<Kms for deciding not to witWiold 
publication until the Mondaj but I tlmik I have given the 
most important ones 

If however there is little po'<sibihty of the Fwdaj 
picture event being mentioned m the following daj s 
papers and no other photographers secured the same picture 
which IS of general interest then it is advisable to submit it 
to the daily Press onlj for often when such a picture is 
reproduced m the Sunday papers it is not accepted bj the 
dixies 

Bith a reallj big news picture there should not ho any 
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hesitation The operator should cither get his negatne to 
an agent as earlj as po>>sibIe or submit pnnts to all the 
leading Sundaj and dailj paper* If it ii big neus few 
papers «j!J refu<5e it Iwau^o it has been reproduced on 
the Sunday 

Sunday pipers tend more touards sensationalLsm than 
tlie dailies and tins should be noted b^ the operator 
docs not object to covering this class of news The JN «« of 
ll c ]| orld the Su.i day Neica and the 11 orW e Ptctortnl ^ 
are the best markets for erune pictures 
loothall photographs are a special feature As a rule 
each piper uses several action photographs but heads 
of prominent players appear to be in greater demand 
Close ups of racing (Krsonabtics ore also {wpulir 
Unconventional and studio photographs of ucU known 
Society people ate used freely in the Sunday Ptcional and 
the Sunday Herald and head» of people m the news of 
the tieck should be widely circulated 

The ninstrated Weeklies 

The market offered by the sliUluig weeklies calls for 
sjjecial study Such publications as the Oraphxc the Sphere 
and the Illusiraled Aetn differ greatli m cl aracter 

from the Byalander the Tatler and the SUteh yet all are 
regularly supplied inth the majontv of their picture by 
Pre«g photographers so the beginner should "et him'=elf the 
task of knowing the reqiuremedts of each as early ns po-vsil le 

A>ALaSES 

The “ Sketch ” 

A full page studio portrait of a Society lady eight 
wedding pictures nine pictures of personalities at 
Varsity Steeplechases five mixed persoiialities photo- 
graphs at races shoots etc one wadding picture full 
page photograph of two Society ladies at a Christmas Fair 
two groups at Scottish balls four of personahties at 
Retriever Trials and Hunts one studio portrait of a well 
known lady novehst three of personalities at shooting 
parties three of personabties at three Meets of Fox 
bounds two pictures of racing personalities eight theat 
ncal photographs one amateur theatrical picture five 
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thi ilncal studios, fi\t photographs illustrating a famous 
Amcncan film stir’s homo , <mo stmho jicrtraifc of an actress, 
ouo ‘ tutting tilt ucdiling cake ** pictnrt , a stiulio portrait 
of in opera star , out “ news picture ’ of a “ honeymoon 
uroplano”, sc\ou photogrophs in the regular motor 
haturt A total oj 71 jifiotoffrapJis 

The “ Bystander.” 

llcproiluction o! a photograph at the London Salon of 
riiotogmphj , thno pictures of VarsUj Rolaj Knees , one 
photograph of Koj alty at IMgnins’ Dinner , one of Duchess 
of York at Christmas Presents Sale, one of Goacnior 
Gtncral of Northern Ireland at Ojiomng of Ulster Parha 
ment , 60 \cn ‘ pcr'onahtics ' photographs at Varsitj 
Stccp!echiu«t3 (three as SLt(ch) , four ' |x?rsonahfies ” 
hunting pictures, tno of “ pciMinnhtics ” at Newhurj 
Ilacea , one picture of championship dog and ladt on nor , 
one group of “ iiersomUties ” at coursing meeting, tno 
Socictj ' porsonilitics ” pictures, photograph of a ucll 
knoun polo pK^cr, one Cannes hoich picture, a studio 
portrait of a thcatncil star , fuc studio portraits of engaged 
bocicU ladies, two nodding pictures , one theatncil photo 
gnph , 1 studio portrait of a thcatncnl star two musicil 
eomedv pictures , seven of * personalities ” at shooting 
pirtiei, , four rrench theatncil pictures one rugb\ action 
picture , three photographs of Jlostcrs of roxhounds (two 
studio portraits) , three action photographs of the annual 
Wall game at Eton , two studio portraits of theatrical 
stars, one amateur theatrical photograph two motoring 
interest” pictures A fof«I o/ 00 p/iofojropfis 

The ” Tatler.” 

Studio portrait of a Society Indy a personnht> 
picture at Meet of loxhounds, a studio portrait of a 
Society authoress , two' jicraonality pictures from Kenj a 
Colony , a ‘ iwrsonahty ” photograph at roshound Sleet 
(as Sketch) , n ” personalities ” group at Varsity Steeple 
chases (as Sle/ch and JJyslander), ono ‘ personalities 
picture at hunt (as Sketch) ono personalities ’ picture at 
shoot , three theatrical photographs , one picture of veteran 
follower of hounds, five of “personalities ’ at Newbury 
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Races; one photograph of five eminent diviues ; two studio 
portraits of newly married persons one general view of 
iluJgrave Castle and one group of house party (including 
Princess Mary) ; one group of a public school rugby team ; 
four "personalities” pictures of members of ueli-luio^vn 
hunts ; two stage studies of actresses ; a dressing-room 


• “ PERSON^VUTIES " PICTURE 
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Typical Byeloiider, SltltA, JVillcr, and Bn " pcmonalilwnl " picture 

study of well-known dancers; one studio portrait of a 
thcatncal star ; one “ personalities ” picture at shoot ; one 
photograph of Ramsay Macdonald in the desert ; one ‘‘ at 
lioine " photograph of Russian Duke and Dueliess ; one 
studio portrait of a well-known countess ; five “ person- 
alities ” pictures at hunts and shoots (one as Skdeh) ; one 
golfing picture of Earl Ha^ and daughter ; one photograph 
of a well-known Society lady at hunt ; four “ personalities ” 
pictures at sand polo club grounds ; two group photographs 
of committees of Varsity clubs; two theatrical pictures; 
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one photograph of world s mmi iwworful car and its dn\cr , 
studio portrait of a famous band conductor , three “ pi rson 
ahtics pliotographs at a fancy dross bull fuc studio 
portriits of engaged Society Indies two dog pictures in 
Kcnnil isotcs’ , one ^\ir Force Dinner picture from 
India a portrut of an ojieratic star , a studio portrait of 
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a famous artist a atoiho jiortmit of a tlioatncal star a 
studio portrait of a Indj lecturer two personalities pic 
tures at races a group jdiotograph of \ arsity Trial Eights 
four motoring interest pictures (mainl\ close ups of 
famous cars) A total of 7G photographs 

The “ Sphere ” 

Two photographs of Vesuvius m eruption a picture of 
one of the first motor cars running again after being 28 years 
m a museum (daily Press) a photograph of a mirs.e to he 
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for bmicij {<lai}_j J’rts'i) , a jfludio fwtnJt 
of nn Amcrcnn Socictj lulj , one of }»iracliul( f(<t 
I’rfs), ft photogrnjih of n ‘'OTirt High CiiimiD-^iom r nt 
work ui luH ofiico , a picture of tlit fumnl of Km "in (i.l»b 
1’fC‘w) , one |>cp»onnlitus ' pliotogrni li of Japano e in 
tho nows , ft photograph of n doctsbtcl hrcncli artist (tliil' 
I’re^s) , a iiiclure of bocictt couple on honejmoon, four 
picturrs of ^fi'.smg Koetlist (dailv Prc«s) n 

photograph of wagons of coal anuitin^ shipment in the cosl 
fields (<Hil 3 Press) one of psilore fnnding for Chri'-fniits 

ha\c ((tnl\ Press) an Aiiicnciji I'ngcant of Progrt“'S 

jHctim one pietun of Sir Ahii Cobhitm arming at Isrw 
York with his Moth neroplanc (daily Press) a jJioto- 
triph of a motor c>clist pamelnilist (dul\ Press), one 
picture of firenu n at work at an American fire four ) Iioto- 
gmplis of ladies with whom the Prince of Males danced at 
f^mheth lialhs (dftd> Press) an at home jiorfrait of 
a princess ehneor a |,roiip of Socicte cliililren practising 
Singing III H^de Pirk a jiliotognipli of a ho} who is onh 
able to wnto had wanls (ehilj Prt s), two annleiip thcit 
ncnl pictures one general new of 1 inkling of fleet of 
American I rolubition patrol boats (dad) Press) a sene s of 
four { hotographs from the I rozeii North depicting members 
of a wild tribe a senes of seven photographs of Chnstma*' 
novelties for the jowng n picture of tho reconstructing of 
a sailing shi]) ns a club for Anicnenn miJIionaires seceii 
tl eatncM photographs five photographs illii trating the 
icronaiitical progress of foreign Powers a penes of five 
travel photographs b> a famous explorer Six photographs 
illnstrvting Iho Spirit of Music in "Marble nino photo- 
graphs of well known women ui social and intellectual bfe 
at home and abroad two portmits of dancing ‘ stars 
a studio portrait of a 1 2 year old novebst three photographs 
of elephants at work in India a head of a Societv Hdv 
writer seven photograj bs with skctchc ilJiiotrvtmg tl e 
three hundredth anniversary of New York eight portraits 
of men and women in the pubbo eye two tlieatricnl 
pictures ten photographs of quamt oddities of nature 
(some as daily Press) one photograph of Chinese social 
celebrities one of newly mamed Japanese tennis cham 
pions a photograph of an American college girl with an 
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armful of lacros«se sticks , a picture of three American flj mg 
" acos ” , nme “ heads ” of people m the nows of the 
iieek, 6i\ foreign new s pictures (diilj Press), two winter 
travel scenes in Holland , three “ In tlie Petrol World ” 
motoring pictures (mostly well-known cars) , a photograph 
of tlie Siuss Curling Cliallengc Tioph} A total of 135 
pliofojmpAs 

The “ Graphic.” 

One photograph illustrating scientific research in the 
Arctic regions , two photographs ot the King of Spam (one 
studio) , a photograph of a flock of geese ready for the 
Christmas market^ one picture showing ice bound steamers 
in America , a photograph of Italian tw^n9 who are able to 
look through opaque matenflls (daily Press) , a senes of 
five photographs ot the exterior and interior of a famous 
London residence , one photograph of Greek Army recruits 
at Athens Stadium , a picture of a unique memorial to a 
cricketer (daily Press) , a photograph of a unique church 
at San Diego (daily Press) , one photograph of the Sw eden 
horg llcmonal , a picture of the funeral of ICrassm (daily 
Press) , a photograph of a motlem Mowgh , one photograph 
of a modern railway engine (daily Press) , photograph of a 
deceased Frcncli artist (daily Press and «?p7tere) a picture 
of an artist at w ork on a niassivo pamtmg , a general view 
of the budding of Amencon patrol boats (dailj Press and 
5p7igre) , one picture of Sir Alan Cobhain nrri\ ing at New 
York with liglit aeropkanc (daily Press.) , a photograph 
showing the new type of funnel for a battleship (daily Press) , 
four “ Trouble in Cluna ” pictures a senes of six photo 
graphs of “ Queer Aspects of Motoring in Many Lands ” 
live pictures illustrating the building of a London viaduct , 
thiee photographs of a Riviera children s villa , eiglit photo- 
graphs of >oung members of English Societj (sis studio 
portraits) sis photographs illustrating the worJt of a 
Lithuaman sculptor , a senes of seven photographs show 
mg the “ Anatomj of a Statue ” seven natural history 
piiotographs by a famous naturahst , three photographs 
of an Indian encampment, two portraits of novelists 
three theatrical pictures , two action pictures m the 
‘ Hnghj Notes ’’ , a photograph of a famous American 
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a^varded medal for brareij (dailj Pre^) , a studio portrait 
of an Amcrcan Soeiet\ Kd^ one of parachute te^t {(lail% 
Press) a photograph of a Soviet High Commissioner at 
work in hi3 office a picture of the funeral of Kxae^in (daiU 
Press) one personalities photograph of Japane^ m 
the news a photograph of a deceased French artist (dad' 
Preso) a picture of feocietj couple on honeaTUCon four 
pictures of 'Missmg I'ovcllst Mjsterj (dadj Press) a 
photograph of w agons of coal awaitmg slupnient in the coal 
fields (daily Press) one of sailors* landing for Cbtistmas 
leave (dadi Press) an Amencan Pageant of Frogre^ 
picture one picture of Sir Alan Cobbam amnng at I'C" 
Aork with hia Moth aeroplane (dailj Pres^) a photo- 
graph of a motor ejehst parachutist (daily Pre«s) one 
picture of firemen at work at an American fire four photo- 
graphs of ladies with whom the Pnnee of Wales danced at 
Lambeth Batlis (dailv Pre«s) an nt home portrait o' 
a pnnce«s dancer a group of Society cliddren pncti«uig 
ringing in Hyde Park a photograph of n boj who la onl' 
able to write backwards (daily Pre«s) two amateur theit 
rieal pictures one general view of budding of fleet of 
American Prohibition patrol boats (dailv Pre«s) a senea of 
four photographs from the Frozen Lortli depicting member* 
of a 'nld tnbe a senes of seven photographs of Chn tma« 
novelties for the joung a picture of the reconstructing of 
a sailing ship as a club for Amencan imUionaires 
theatneal photographs five photographs illu trating the 
aeronautical progre of fore gn Powers a series of five 
travel photograph«i by a famous explorer ■ux photograpli’ 
illustrating The Spirit of Mu ic m JIarble nmc photo- 
graphs of well kno'vn women m social and intellectual life 
at home and abroad two portraits of dancing stars 
a studio portrait of a 12 year old novelist tlireephotograph® 
of elephants at work in India a head of a bociet' lad' 
wnter seven photographs with sketches illu tratmg the 
tluee hundredth anm%er*!ary of ^ew "iork eight portraits 
of nien and women m the pubhc ej e two theatrical 
pictures ten photographs of quamt oddities of nature 
(some as daily Pre5,3) one photograph of Chinese social 
celebnties one of newl^ mamed Japane«o tennis chani 
pions a plotograph of an Amencan colJcge girl with an 
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ar:nful of hero o sticks , n picture of three \menciii flying 
aces nine heads of people in the nens of the 
neek '»ix foreign new s pictures (daih Press) two winter 
trl^cl scenes in Jlolhnd , three In tin Petrol \\orl(l 
motoring pictures (mostly well known cars) a photograph 
of the bwiss Curling Challenge Trojih^ A iolal of 13 » 
2 hoio^jraphs 


The “ Graphic ” 

One photograph illustrating scientific rc'scarcli in the 
Arctic regions two photograplis of the Iving of Spain (one 
studio) a photograph of a flocl of gee«c read 5 for the 
Christmas marl ct one picture showing ice bound steamers 
m America a photograpli of ftahan twins who arc able to 
look througli ojiiquo matonih (dnilj lVc<»s) a senes of 
five photographs of the extenor and interior of a famous 
London residence one photograph of Greek /Umv recruits 
at \thens Stadium a picture of a unique mcmonal to a 
cricketer (dail^ rrc«s) a photOe,rajh of n unique church 
at San Diego (dail^ Prow) one photograph of the Sweden 
horg Jleraonal a picture of the funonil of Krassin (dailj 
Press) a photograph of a modern Mowgli one photograph 
of a modem railwaj engine (dailj Pres<?) pliotograph of a 
deceased French artist (dail> Press and A; / ere) a picture 
of an artist at work on a massive pauiting a general \iew 
of the budding of Amencaii j ntrol ho its (d iilj Press and 
Apnere) one picture of Sir Alan Cobham arriving at New 

ork with light aeroplane (dai!\ Press) a photograpli 


showing the new tj pe of funnel for a battleship (dail> Press) 
our Trouble in China pictures a senes of si\ phott 
graphs of Queer Aspects of Motonng in Many Lands 
lye pictures illustrating the building of a London viaduct 
err^^ ^ ‘Olographs of a Riviera children s v ilia eight photo 
riA,.?-'** x members of English Society (six studio 

photographs illustrating the worl of a 
intT a senes of seven pliotographs show 

nhntf»t»ro i, “ Statue seven natural lustorj 

of an^Tr?i * ^ ^ famous naturalist three photographs 
thrpp encampment two portraits of novelists 

RupIiv pictures two action pictures in the 

y 0 es a photograph of a famous American 
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iriillioiiaire golfing (Golf Notes), five pliotognvpli'? of \\ell 
kno^vn motor cars m the Motoring Notes ’ total of S6 
photographs 

The “ Illustrated London News ” 

Two Hankow pictures m connection witfi trouble in 
Chma a Times photogmph of a deceased French artist 
a unique photograph of tho ramming of a Cliinese janl\ bj 
a British steamer (this photograph was reproduced later m 
the daily Press) a senes of ten pictures illustrating the 
work of ancient sculptors , four natural Iustor> photograph** 
a photograph illustrating a “sealed colTin ” experiment 
a series of tlurtcen photographs illustrating life in CViitral 
Sumatra, three theatrical pictuics thirteen jihotograpln 
of the di«;coveiv of a Vikmgs boat one picture of an 
Indian sailing «liip with carved stem timbers , t«o photo 
graphs of tho ex Pniperor of China and Ins family , mn** 
photographs of people in the piihhc c^c two photography 
of suggested Gcnnan coins, one picture of the return of 
the survii ors of H M S I aUnan (daily Prcv*) , ont jnoture 
of tho uu\ cilmg of Ulster War Memorial {iUil\ Press) , one 
general saew of funeral of Krassm (daih Press), one aerial 
lieu of an ^ineficin naia) smoke screen one pliolograph 
of the arrival of Sir Alan Cohliam at New Yorl (daib 
and Qraphxc) one picture of Air I orcc inspection in India 
three pictures of parachute tot Press) , tno jdiuto 

graphs of an American maul aircraft earner tuo photo 
graphs illustrating the work of a Serbian sculptor, two 
rrouWe in Chin i pictures, n photograph of a mw 
locomotive (similar to Graphic) two pictuns of n motor 
cjelist pamcliutist « leap (dailv Press and Sphere) fi'o 
studio portraits of Societj nonien one picture of Varsitv 
Trial Liglits Boil Unco three photographs in “Motor 
Notes A total of VQ photographs 

In the hope that the> mil sen o to gno some indicatiou of 
tho various t\pcs of pictutis nquired bv the=e six jounnls 
I liave guen nn analysis of ono issue of each I feel sun that 
if tin. would bt contributor studies inch of thp=o nnalvsps 
carefiillj hewill loam much that can onl^ ho indicntetl hire 
\nd if he examines copies of thc«e journals with ob-crvnnt 
eyes he will further Iwncfit inasniiich ns lu will not only 
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better apiirccinte their rcsn.cti>c rcqiurcinent*^, but ho 
receive 'i vnlu’vblc Ie''‘5on m photo^rnpbic technique, for the 
cream of the Pre'S nntl Itic studio photographers art is 
regularlv reproduced in ouo or otlier of tlicni 
Ihese illustrated vvetkhes can be divided into three or 
four classes and I advise the operator to do this when 
making the neces->arv personal studj Ihe JhjsUtnder, the 
Skeich, and the Taller form one class and their require 
ments arc more or less confined to unconventional topical 
photographs of well known jiersons at all events of a social 
significance such as Meets of roxliounds, Knct Meet 
mgs Balls etc Studio jiortmits of people in Societj and 
theatrical news arc abo welcomed but these do not 
affect the avomgo pressman At liomo ” portraits of 
the eanio people aic frcqncntK used and ns such photo 
grapliy IS well within the province and scope of the news 
photographer opportunities in this direction should not bo 
overlooked 

The GrapJiic, the Sphere and the lUuslraled London Ncu t 
can bo groui>ed together for tlicir mam requirements A 
large percentage of the pictures used bj all of them arc of 
direct news the majority of winch arc contributed by free 
lances from all parts of the world and even the beginner 
can submit suitable jihotographs so long ns he observ es cer 
tarn rules As the analyses sliow many of the reproductions 
m all three journals are of the type that is readily accepted 
bythe daily papers Indeed ncwspicturesnreanimportant 
feature m each of these vvecl lies and for this reason tins 


poup should be catered for on every possible occasion 
Unconventional photographs of well known persons are not 
generally required unless they are of persons who have 
guted or are figunng very prominently in the general 
"ind I might say serious news of the wcel Senes of pictures 
0 recent scientific discovenes and important general 
m erest inventions are acceptable as are umque travel 
photographs of outlandish parts 

. Sphere is always glad to have really good unique 
history photographs on approval and will pay a 
olu^i ^* 1 °^ ^hich it accepts Some time ago I 

''' ,^°'’^'nerative fee for a senes of four pictures 
ra mg bird life on some well 1 nowoi islands 
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As the title indicates the Illustrated Sporting andDramatic 
Neus requires sporting and theatrical piiotograplis Tlio«e 
of the latter type are imanably supplied bj specialists so 
M e slnll not consider them Of course, if an operator sliould 
obtain pictures of anntour theatricals plajed bj ncll known 
jiersons then most certainly should he submit them ^\ith 
the exception of association football practicallj cxer^ sport 
IS catered for bj this exceedingly well pnnted journal Horse 
raemg is the strong feature and during the steeplecha^ 
season each issue contains many excellent pictures of the 
sport Hunting too is well represented The picture 

Gone to Earth (p 101) occupi^ the front pages of the 
Sporting andDramatic about two days after ithad appeared 
in several of the daily papers 

The pnncipal ladies weckhcs Eie and the Q teen 
offer a market to which the operator should gne more 
than a casual attention Very often many of the pictures 
secured at hunts shoots w^dings and ladies sporting 
fixtures for circulation to the daily Pfe«s will be readily 
accepted by the«e papers as all regularly U'^ I hotograp*''* 
which depict women m their many activities Tlieir nuui 
requirements are confined to personalities and as m the 
case of the Bjsfander the Sketch and the Toiler they 
must be persons fairly well known in Societa circles In 
group photographs women should predonmiatc 

The Queen frequently uses travel pictures and a few of 
feminine motormg interest Photographs of well know n 
lady breeders of dogs and cats \ntli winmng animals an 
also acceptable 

Thenwehave <7oM;ifry i*/eand the PieW fonmng another 
class These do not offer great scope to the average operator 
but thelatter journal especially should be studied occasionalh 
It does not use many photographs but anything outstand 
ing in nnglmg farmmg hunting shooting rugby foot 
ball and horse r icmg should be forw aialed for editorial 
approval 

A final word All prints submitted to tliese illustrated 
weeklies must be techmcaJly excellent Definition and detail 

mustbegooel fur^inees means almost certain rejection 

unless it IS in a photograph of such interest that it can 1 e 
^a^ed over for its great news value 
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Miscellaneous Publications 

As dozens of pipers and journals reproducing photographs 
in one mij or another come under this heading I do not 
propose to attempt to deal unth all of them indindiialli 
3Iy object is rather to suggest the best markets for picture^ 
winch though not actual news arc nevertheless of 
interest to at least one section of the public Thej niaj 
deal with domestic affairs gardening education science 
CO operation motor boating poultry and live stock 1 cepmg 
shipping yachting wireless motoniig orrthgion allhaic 
saleable quahties in varying degrees 

As all mdustnes and hobbies offer ‘ picture pos.ibihtic« 
and most journals uhich deil with them use photographs it 
onl\ remains for the live operator to ma! o the most of In- 
opportunities Here I shall mention a few profitable openings 

in domestic journals there a market for 1 hotograpli** 
of praoticallj everything of fenumne mtcrr«t *ucli n** 
gardening house decorating house planning dog breeding 
rabbit farming and all the various hobbu-a and p\ir»mt< 
which the modern Honian talcs up At home * jxirtrnd’ 
of veil known women ui htcrilurc art sport andlusinc«a 
aro alnajs ealonblc Child studies too arc being more 
and more introduced into the best of the ladies pajici^ 
and magazines The Queen Ete the irowna ^ i’lCtoriw* 
and Goad Ilousekeepnty ii © mmj photographs of the tv lie 
which might easilv bo Hupphcil bj tho I’rc's photognj I ir 
n}io}s HI crnotigh toalw}) t}i('«G /oumjih 

Garden Garden life Gardeners C/tronicJe Gartlent»S 
llluslraiel and the Fruit Oroirer anl Market Canicner net 
1 ajK-rs winch shoul I not I c neglected None of tlic«e jmv 
high rates hut on the other hand nianj suiinhle picture-i 
can be obtained with little trouble Indeed ns a rule 
iiur^rvmcn and ganleiicra arc onlv tex) plenseil to give 
facilities and advice vvlien a siiggistion for j hotogmphs is 
nindc to them 

r/i€ Times rdiicntional Stippleincnl ’ often accept* 

I ictures of c<lucatioml micrest an i tl e TearJ ere II orl / i* 
nlunv'< pJeasisl lo see intonating jdioto^riiphs iJJiJitnting 
new \pnturtx* ntw iihns and naturalhistorv 

Ilotogmihs of nmnnt motor mlire t nre U!>e»l extni 
mvp1\ 1^ Ik til r/p Motor llmtanl He Mot r ^hij I <it it 
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IS lughlv de&irnblo that tliej should be taken under the 
direction of an expert bmlder or engineer, so that they 
maj clearly show some new or novel feature of the boat 
or engme photographed Such photographs must also be 
teclimcall^ excellent 

The PouJtnj 11 arid the Feathered World and PoxiUry use 
pictures of notable birds and anydlung else of real interest 
to poultrj keepers "Mr Rice the well Ivnonm speciahst 
"ieems to hold this marl et at pre«ent 
Syren and Shipping uses a fair number of photographs of 
general shipping interest such as neu vessels and trial runs 
These are mostlj the work of speciahsts but that is no 
reason why the Press photographer should not successfuHj 
•submit suitable pictiues nhen opportumty permits 
As CO operative cocieties abound all over the country an 
occasional liaU guinea can be earned from either the Co 
operahtc A cits (woeklj ) ortho Producer (monthly) for both 
of these papers are open to consider photographs lUustratmg 
CO operative activities sucli as the opening of premises 
ceremonies and gala dajs The market does not offer 
great possibilities but tlio tj pe of picture required is not at 
all difccuU to obtam 

The papers which cater for the car or commercial vehicle 
owner are numerous A few of tliem are The Motor Mold 
Oiiner Auto Car Car and Golf Light Cat and Cycle car 
yiotor Commerce Motor Transport Oonmercial Motor Motor 
^c^£S and Motor Sport All should be studied bj the 
operator who has facilities for obtaining the right typo of 
picture An illustrated touring article and an occasional 
scenic picture with a car promment m the foreground often 
sell to those papers w Inch cater for the owner driver Motor 
Comi lerce M^ern Transport Motor Transport and the 
Commercial Motor are all pleaded to have on approval photo 
graphs relating to the use of motor vehicles for industrial 
purposes 

Out Dojs and the Doj^RwZ/e/inaroweekheswhich specially 
cater for dog owners and breeders The operator who 
co\ ers a dog show should submit one or two straight 
photographs of wanning dogs to these journals Judging 
pictures and occasional groups of officials are also acceptable 
The Childrens A should not he overlooked As 



104 TITE CO>tPl,ETE PRESS PHOTOOR IPflER 

an indication of the t^Jie of photograph suitable for tlus 
neekly, I give below a de cnption of a few of the repro- 
ductions appearing in one i««ue — • 

A new propeller for the J/aure/aiifn being placed on a 
special radwaa truck 

Piping m the Chnatmas pndding at the Roial Caledonian 
Schools 

A sixt^ feet high <!ciilptured head of George Washington 
on a chff in America 

Some of the famous Thamt.> Embankment pigeon'? at 
Blackfnars Bridge 

A vhite tern feeding its young 

An Itaban airman (m England) mtb his parachute after 
inakmg a de<!cent 

Practically all appeared previously in the daily piper* 
and it will thus bo «ccn that pictures for this market neeil 
not alwoTS be spccialU taken Anadhing that wall intercut 
the yoimg mind should be submitted 

Pictures of rebgious interest swell is portraits of well 
known evangelists and preachers and illustrations of nu ion 
activities should be offered to the Chnttian Bcrahl Tlu 
paper also accepts child life studies portraits of prominent 
church workers and golden and diamond wedclmg pietore* 
of persons engaged in rebgious work Jvews photograph? 
are frequentlj accepted but os the«e cannot be group^ mto 
anv particular ti'pe I advise the operator to study a few 
con ccDtive issues Tlie requirements of the Sitiida;/ af 
Home ami the are «omcwbat «iimlar and picture^ 

submitted should be of more or less direct rebgious intere->t 

Popular Science and Hodem Science offer a fairlv goo<l 
market for photographs illustrating nclnevements in science 
method? of working in indii«try and new imentions 



CHAPTER IX 
THE MARKET (continued) 


The Sports Press. 

As I have indicated elsewhere m this hook, good sporting 
pictuies, especially of iiell known people, are nliiays readi y 
saleable “ Action ” is, of course, essential, and it should 
portray a characteristic, or unusual, phase of the particu ar 
sport It is true that groups of notable sportsmen and 
players are often accepted, but the best prices are paid for 
action photographs that “ tell a storj ” The market for 
both tjpes IS decidedly a wide one In the daily Press 
alone scores of sporting pictures are reproduced each week, 
and a large number are used m the course of 
journals winch cater for the general reader But heie i 
shall mention onU that section of the Press ^hioh caters 
cspeciallv for sport 

My object is not to state each paper’s particular require- 
ments, but rather to indicate the type of picture that is 
most acceptable to those papers and journals which are the 
free lance’s best markets, espocinlly for football and racing 
photogiaphs 


Tootb \i I 

Aihhlic yens A few actum photographs but chienj 
“heads” and close-ups of the most prominent pla 3 ers 
Mostly association football 

All Sports n ecUy Very few general plaj action photo 
graphs “ Heads ” and close ups aho gioups of leading 
teams Rugbj seldom featured 

Football 1 aioiinle “Heads’ and close up action photo 

graphs of individual plaj ers appear to be the most acceptable 

Sports Pictures Action photographs of games just pre- 
\ious to pubhcation day Occasionally uses heads ot 
plaj era in the football ' news” ^ * 

Topical Times No action photographs Heads ot 
mdi\ idual pla% ers, also small groups Onlj a comparatn elv 
small number of photographs used 
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Jlluflralcd fiporting and Drattaitc !\eus Doe> iioi U't. 
photOofaphs of ax^ociation football but often rcprtxlucca 
really good nigb\ pictures of the leading clubs 

RAcn.o 

Ilhnirated Spcrting and DramalM Xetes SpccjnJizca in 
ricuig pictures both flat and fitocplechnsing The*:e must 
be of lugli techmeal excellence and full^ titled 

Field An occasional action photograph flat and stoeple- 
ilnsmg Also a feu photographs of famous horses but 
these are generally supplied hj ^^r tV A Itouch tl e 
well known horse Bpeeialist 

All Sports lleeXlp Does not 11*0 minj action pboto- 
gnplis but a fair number of heads of jockeys truners 
and owners 

Sports Pictures Speciahtes in action photographs of 
both flat racing and hurdling Al o accepts personalities 
in the racing world 

Footlfoll Fai'oiinit OnJr occasional heads of prom 
inent jockejs and onners ^el5 few pictures lued in each 
iMUe 

Good anghug pictures ire alttn^« considered h^ the 
Ftshtng Qa tile Though Game and Gun and the Gone 
/ eeper do not offer great jio-i ibilities thej should bo gircn 
the chance of pictures of field tnafs etc Both t\pe» ff 
p! otographb however mi ilcpict tJ e jnrticulxr ««port in 
an interesting manner 

The 60I/ Monthly welcomes photographs of current golf 
events and Car {lllitslraled) and Golf is always ^ead^ to 
consider pictures of interest to motoristi and golfer» 

The Motor Cycling Press 

\o matter where a busy operator lives there are sure to 
be two or three occasions in a year s working when a motor 
C5cimg event of some traefe importance will fake place in 
his area of operation \\ith motor cycling enjoying such a 
boom as it is at present and as the sporting spirit of the 
pastime contmues to predominate it can readily be under 
stood whj pictures of speed tnals reliability tnah 1 iH 
cl mbs and gymkhanas organized by the trade and the 
hun Iretl and one clnl s scattered alo it the country are in 
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dunnml b\ tin. rtwl tm«h i>»i)cr rculinj, public 

Both Vo or Cuclr nml Motor CycUwj u*.^ a I irj^c J»»Jnl>cr ot 
CMUts’ pbotoLrapb-^ tach >c.ir, nnci IbouRh both h.i\o 
their o\Mi •^tiilT omratore their tthtors nrt i \er rciiH to 
consider outMdL contributions fnjin all ports of the countr\ 
llu pressman s\ho is pnpmd to take to snddlo or 
Mhecl in all -acatluis and traxel o\cr all kinds of ro ids has 
an opjKirtimitj to lual c a name in this tro«‘Og *i 

photo,rith\ lUhabihU trials nro laid prattica U all tin 
\nr round in dilTcrent jmls of 1 nginiul Scotland and 
Wales Main of these are o\cr inonntaiii or moorlaml 
track;, far from the madding crowd but if tbe oi>crator 
13 a 1 ocn motorist— and it w bigbl\ desirable that bo aboulc 
be if the best rewards are to be gained— the absence ol 
certain comforts will bo connterbalanctd b}^ the crea ion o 
interest winch will rcllcct itself m the right tept of pioturt 
secured . , . . 

rhouUi row! racing is prohibited in I ngland--cxcept in 
pnNQtc parks etc— ami Urooklaiids racing trad I*'** ‘t« 
quota of cxiKit pliolograpbere the amaKur pressman BtiU 
bus an opportunitj of testing bis ability as a speed 
photographer Sind racing is becoming increasmglj popu 
lar and from April to Soptcml or orgimzcd trials are held 
at frequent niters als at such places ns Southport Saltburn 
Ilcdcar Drurulgc and St Amlrews In Ireland the most 
popular of the few meetings is held at ’\Ingilligan ^traml 
Co Derrj At these oeents the Tress { liotograpber has 
ample opportumtv to record speed impressions 

bolonmcl.,nc.comcnng ,mUs3 m a bund. Bcl Jum pro. ule 
«nlcublo u.oturc^ Of coorso tl.crc nr. exuptio.... nml 
Jimmio G..tlir.c tlio ..cll knoun Scott.sl. rid.r nncl 
comon.,g star .slth.nl most h nlj to ho (/.e otcepLon 
An oporStor roust bo %cij niort «... nn oxp.rt t.mor .f 
ho n.shos to portraj th.s ndor » si .11 ronl Jnnng tffocf'olj 
for he si .d, found ... close prox.m.ty to tl.o corner ling at 
such n Bpoed that unless the pi otogrnpher can nnt.c.pato 
mtl. neonraej and has a certain amo....t of luck at east 
eight out of ton exposures on the^ comerings .v.ll ho 
tame m comparison ...th the actual performance I do ..ot 
mean that luck ivithont the ability to judge the correct 
moment ot exposure V..11 get the best speed p.ctnrcs-for 
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the abilitj to judge the moment that gnos tht greatest 
news value is the first e>^ntjnl requirement of a I'reas 
photographer — but the most expert of pressmen will agree 
that a certain amountonuelkliasoftea been largely responsible 
for some of the best speed pictures e«pecial ]3 when the subject 
pliotographed bad no definitely hnown course of action 
In sand racing the side car events invanabh provide the 
best material for picture^ especiallj if exports are com 
peting The acrobatics o( the passenger often make a good 
seller as has been proved the large number of «ucli 
photographs reproduced m the daily Pre'ss and the two trade 
papers durmg the past season (lOJC) Generali} speaking 
front or rear views are the most effectii e for this particular 
kmd of picture hen taken broadside the pS'isenger is 
often * lost against the side car or rider and the photograph 
thus loses considerable if not all news value 
If there is a strong entry a line-up for a start is ^ometl^le^ 
worth taking Under (ho «ame conditions They fo off 
may aNo prove saleable 

Pimslics are «cldom ncceptctl unless «evcral nders are 
in view or two or more are fighting for position Iiidoed 
It can profitably be repeated that cornering pietiire'i are 
invariably the best sellers 

Crowd photograph*! are occasionally used bv the trade 
papere as well as the daibcs especially if they sho»r hhcIi 
record attendances as that vnlncs.'^l at Dnirnlgc Bav diir 
uig the past summer On one occasion there o\er 100 000 
people lined the course 

Iteliabihty tnal'^ over the Scott Ixindon to Pen 
zance 1 ravers and otJ er famoiw courses provide scoj>c 
enough for dozens of pictures of more or les. good news 
value It 19 tnie that these lietlcr known trials nregencrvUv 
covered by staff operators but as thev cannot be 
exjvcctc 1 to see ererv good picture nuich le-'.-. record it 
the editors ns a rule will accept innfs which meat (heir 
requirements from free lances 

\n ojK-rator who intends to cover reliabihtv trials should 
get ahead of competitors and station hini'clf at a jioint of 
the course that is Ukelv to l>e a trouble Bjwt Oincmllv an 
official will be able to advise him na to the mo t sintabk 
place which may lx n hill a rough track or u ford 
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Hill chmb'i, both frevk and “straight,” ficquentlj oflei 
good possibilities for saleable pictnres, if the operator can 
see with “motoring interest” ejes iUwajs the picture 
must show the capabilities of the machine concerned, or the 
expertness of the rider Of course, an3 humorous incident 
should be expo< 5 ed upon whenever po'isible Indeed, an 
operator co\ ermg motoi events of practicallj anj description 
must ever be on the alert and have liis camera ready for 
instant action Anylhitxg may Iiappen , sometimes startling 
and hair-raising scenes are witnessed durmg a j ear’s fixtures 
Unfortunately, manj of these have escaped the cameia 
Gjmkhanas, too, are often worth attention, Some club 
'sccrctarie-i devise mo^t thriJlmg competitions, etc , and a 
photograph which is ongmal and full of action is alwajs 
sure of a ready sale As Ins been pointed out, the sporting 
element predominates in motor ejehng events to daj, and 
sporting pictures are alwajs good sellers 
From the trade paper point of view it is most important 
that tho name of the machine and the rider, also the horse 
power or cubic capacity of the engine, should be nccuratelj 
given It 18 useless merelj to say ‘ A popular maoliine 
and well-known rider climbing Devil’s Elbow ” There are 
dorens of “popular” machines and scores of well knowm 
riders The reader of a tiade piper — ^which must necessanlv 
feature its advertisers wares — |)articularlv wants to know 
the make and horse power of the niacliine climbing tlie 
“ rough stuff ” on Devil s Elbow he nnv select his new 
mount from an anal j sis of the performances of the various 
makes 

Wienev er programmes or race canls are issued the press 
man should procure one at once A race card not o^lv 
gives full p,irticulars of the events but also fumi'lics all 
dctaik of machines and riders and above all, is excellent 
for ready reference and note taking Exposures can be 
noted nlongsuU the photographed riders names m tho par 
ticular events, and tins in itself is sufRcient for accuracy 

when captions have to be wnttcii 

Tor tho photographer who is able to write fairlj good 
descriptions there is an opening for occasional illustrated 
tounng articles Both the trade papers u-o such articles 
at mhl times and though the rate of pavmcnt is not high 
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for oidiinry matter the photographer motori'^t wnter ina} , 
after ono or t^\o acceptances, have the pleasure of being 
commissioned to do a special tour or senes of tours Alanj 
n pfiotograph that is unsaleable ' on its ou n ^ is readily 

TWO TYPICAL MOIOR C\UINC PBrs-S IICTURFS 



PijtTE xm (a) 

ICo or rn'rluig p tirra ch (hcw> g oi IJ gIra -g Ipo 
p en a e lanre w th «1 e Is 1y pApsra. 


sold when accompanied bj three or four liimdred words of 
descnptive matter 

It IS alwavs advisable to submit prints to The Motor Ct/cle 
and Motor Cjcling as soon as possible after nn event even 
if no other photograplier attended Club secretanes often 
send a fen notes to the two papers and naturally the 
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Lditorfa like to lui\u pictures is soon ns po'^iiblc in order 
report and photographs may appear in tho same issue 
With regard to captions Mj own practice^ 5°,?^ ! im 
all prints on a caption sheet This iS heade > 

TWO T\PIC\T- MOTOR C\CLIXa TRESS* TICTUBFS 



Plate "VUI (6) 

S.v.r«l reproa ^ ^ 

name and address, and gn cs a short, general 
event, malung special reference to any 

Then follows the caption of eacli print ^nbrntted All 

prints are numbered consecutively an eic i , 

back, eg ‘Scott Trial and stamped uith name and 
address m the usual uaj 


II2 THE COMPLETE PRESS PHOTOGRAPHER 

The fite of pivmcnt i<? alike in both piperv, namely, 
10s Gd each reproduction and onlert. and cheques 

are '^ent out rcgularl 3 An operator need not " worry ” the 
editors about non return of pnnta, as thej soinetunea u«e 
them weeks afterwards os ‘heads" or "tails" to pages, 
without making mention of eaent or place And both 
offices are “ honest ” 

As aaith everj paper to wlucli prints are to bo submitted 
it js essential that Tht Motor Cycle and 2Iolor Cycling 
should be stiMbed occasionally if the best results are to be 
gimed The motor cycling Pre^s is a good market and it 
Is for this roa'inn that I have dealt aritli it at length Tlie 
operator should offer goo<l work of the best e\cnts on eierj 
possible occasion Even as a side lino to general news it 
can bo very remunerative 

The Agncullural Press 

Becanso 1 think that there arc openings for spccialiration 
in agriculture, I am treating the requirements of the finmup 
papers under a •separate heading I do not say that then. 

18 a great deal of money to lie made— for at pro ent the 
marl tt for farming and ngricultuml pictures is not a large 
one — but to the operator residing in n eoiintn distnit 
where ngruultiirc is the mam industry, mans 'picture 
possibilities are offi teil nml they should not be negkctid 

Unless the jihotognplis of pnre winning animals i» to 
Ik* iituUrtulin no spcciii qualilicntions ani ne«"-snr> for 
this t\}x, of work \nimal photogmphv is po-'^ible without 
an operator knowing the chief |Kiints and charncten-lics of 
all the sanous bneds of hones cattle Rheep etc , hut as 
piclure«ive studies of animals arc not rcqiund by nm of lf» 
agricultural papers the operator should confine his first 
efforts to pictures of fnnnin^ iiiethoils « tc i Rliall distiiv". 
nninial photograplic liter 

ienvtarsngo tin inimlKrof photographsiii nil tho {wjurs 

decott d to ncricultiirc was coiniianitixth Rinidl Gradual!' 
liOwe'cr It was pro'ei! that one gowf reprotiuction fihowing 
an iiniileinent a «' stein of working a l\pe i f Rlable, a byre 
or a dairy a mefhoil of drainage or land cultivation or an 
out Stan ling horse or cow of n partieul ir l»ree<i was often of 
nni< b nu»n ii<t to a famurthan flitwor four btindnvl wonli 
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of descriptive mattei Furthci the axcrige farmer of to 
daj kecnlj interested in photc^nplij vlien it affects his 
cattle and general stool I Ivnon from personal experience 
that he mil put lum'^eU to quite a lot of trouble to a'isist the 
photographer to get the best picture and I can assure the 
beginner that ho need not have anj qualms about «eol mg 
permis'uon to ‘secure photographs which he tlnnl s u ould be 
acceptable to the farming papers 

^\hat kind of photographs other than tbo«e of notable 
ammals are saleable ^ is a question, which niaj be asked 
Well as there are many different activities m agriculture 
generally and many different sj stems of farming varioua 
tjpes of pictures are required Each actmtv and each 
sj stem offers picture pos&ibihties such as methods pecu 
liar to a locality use of new machuiery advanced ideas of 
land cultivation and handling of crops But perhaps I 
cannot do better than give a short hst of a fen of my on ii 
acceptances with the farming papers 
Preparing the Silage Seed Bed Mechamcal Distribution 
of Artificial Manure Mole Drauung Demonstration 
Bolder Alethod of Carting Hay Demonstration of Grass 
Kejuvenation Slodeni Ploughing Metliod Steam Tractors 
and Cable Plough Victor Trailer for Carrying Sheep Earlj 
Lambs in the North Manure Di tributor and Potato 
Planter notling together Preparing Lambing Folds 
Storing the Silage Crop 

This hst does not by anj means indicate all the po'isi 
bilities for pictures of farnimg interest that u ould be accept 
able to the agricultural papers I could add ver^ consider 
ablj to it butlthml that these will assist the beginner or the 
established operator who lias not hitherto given tlus market 
1 H attention to go ahead and have some earlj successes 

Practicallj all the pictures I have mentioned m ere tl e 
result of being observant when travelhng through an agri 
cultural area Tlie two demonstration photographs 
were suggested bj a notice m a local newspaper wluch 
features Agricultural Notes To get to both of tbe«e 
demonstrations ncce«isitated joumejs of lo to 20 miles 
but the jobs proved remunerative Both Agncultural Col 
leges and implement makers often give demonstrations 
and ns thc> are generallj advertised m the newspapers 
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circulating m the arta the operator should mahe a note of 
place ami date when necessary 
Uneom entional groups of ti ell known hreeders, etc at 
sliows and sales also sell well The Scotlish Farmer and 
TWOTiTICVL AGRlCULTOR-il. PRFSS lICTURPb 




t CV<twPta\ OtrvTor 
Pu\Tr Vlt (nj 

»<>If e oU $J3 jifnel nljy mii Ih9 l»rm ng 


the North British AgrteuHurut aro good markets for this 
class of picture but both papers favour thoMj taken in 
Scotland or ]u«t o\or the Border The farmer ami StocL 
breeder af-^o U'Ca a good man} of these ‘ personalities 
generally irrespectne of the locality in winch they wcix 
taken 
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tJjo Fan urat d S/oclbroler tiIiicIi rrprotluces a iargonuinbef 
of pictures tiken bj specialists He will fmd it very u efiil 
to note ind memorize tbe breed and stand of tJie anmnls 
If an animal is not standing coirectly tl e result tmII be 
wooden and the majontj of editors uUI reject a print 
on that score alone Farmers herdsmen <!beplierds and 
judges arc nearlj ali\ajs re-wlj to give ndiice and the 
begmner should not be afraid to asl for it Successful 
ammal photography demands knowledge nnd CTpenence 
it IS not a sign of inoompctenci to admit that ^oii Jme 
neither 

All photographs of animals «houId be fiilj^ titled For 
instance it is not sufBcient to sa> Tins Border Leice ter 

Ram was sold at Ram Sales for £185 Here is a 

tj’pieal caption—' 

BarU«r L« e«<t«r Shesrlin^ Rsm 
loungFania (StCSJ Dam bv X5*sj nijCflMiJor (SOtO) 
Bred by and pcopertv of Ales Ptndlev M 11 of Mnre « 

Purcl oMd by Qu nton Dunlop Qreennn Rt 
Rjm S«le« J^lh SepKwbe? at £185 

Tlio sale or show catalogue provideo all the nectssarj 
data and tins should elso m noted oa all nmnn) negatires 
placed m stock for future u<!c 
Agricultural shows afford the be«t ojipoftumtiC' for 
securing suitable photographs of animals Generally speak 
ing however small local shows an not worth covering 
unless tl ej occur at tlie beginning or the end of the season 
wJien the papers have ceased to devote most of tl cir space 
to winners at the principal events such as the Royal 
and the Highland Reproductions of winners at the^e 
important shows often continue for some weeks after the 
ea ents 

Pictures of judging etc are saleable particularlv with 
the Fanner an I Sfoclbreetfer an f the Fanners Frjre^s 
which are the two leading English publications Tl e ^coUidi 
Farmer nnd tlie ^pr/A Brtitsi Agnc Ifinst specialize in 
Scottisl and Bonier pictures b it thej are nl o rcnd\ to 
consider others proa ide I tl ty are of general interest The 
Fann full and Firrjitefe is also worth attention Alljaj 
the minimum of 10s G<l nnd they iinanablv return 
unwanted prints 
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SELLING METHODS 


The Press Agent. 

It may be quite true to saj’ that a hterary agent can be of 
little practical ii^e to the adventurer into journalism, but 
certainly the same cannot be said of the value of a Press 
agent to the photographer — be he beginner or experienced 
operator — specializmg in new a pictures Indeed, it is not 
too much to saj that a free lance Press pliotographer cannot 
hope to make a hvmg without sacrificing the average and 
necessarj number of hours of leisure, if lie does not occa- 
sionally avail himself of the facilities and advantages offered 
by any of the number of reputable agencies Of course, a 
pressman should not lose touch with editors by sendmg all 
Ills work through an agency, for, as I have pomted out in 
The Local Pre«s," the personal touch counts for much, and 
the same applies to one’s connection with the papers enjoj mg 
a national circulation , but there are sure to bo tunes in a 
feu years of operatmg uben the agent will be of great 
assistance to him 

As a case in point, let us assume that there is a big 
political gathering of great importance bemg held at a 
centre some fiftj or more miles from a provincial operator’s 
dark room The free lance reahzes that it has great news 
value, and though he also knows that m all probabihty 
the representatives of tuo or three of the national papers 
luH be preheat in addition to local ctaff operators, and 
possibly an operator from one of the London agencies, he 
decides to “ cover ” it, knowing that, provided luck does 
not forsake him entirelj, he has the same chance as the 
othen, of getting saleable pictures Tlie event maj not 
oiler picture possibihties until a comparativolj late hour, 
and thus there uaU be no time to return to the dark room 
to develop and pnnt for direct circulation for the same day’s 
Issues as those served bj the London staff operators and 
9-(Tss9») in 
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the agency reprpcentati^e Or perhap* tmie onJj peimits 
a return to the dark room to develop and dry the plates 
Either case demands " on the spot " assistance — that i^,an 
agent in or near Fleet Street who will accept the plates or 
negatives for printing and circulation on a commission on 
sales basis For the pho<<^nipher to endeavour to make 
even tv entj assorted pnnta and circulate them by means of 
express post or passenger train the next mormng, with a 
big nsL of being just too late tot the provincial editions of 
the London daily papers going to press about six or seven 
in the evenmg, w otdd be utterly futde, especially eonsidenng 
that the London men nould be back to their offices and 
have pnnt5 on the editors’ tables by breakfast time Beside-, 
to dispatch a number of pTmt® by pafl-enger tram or expre&s 
post with little hope of getting them forward in time to be 
given a chance of ‘^election with the many others that will 
be submitted would be ebeer waste of money , not to mention 
time and espen«e of covering the job itself But if an 
agent receives the plates or negatives the momuig foUovnng 
the event, ho vnll have ample time to circulate the be-t 
prints, even for the London evening papers — the Sieninif 
iVcKs, the £'t««inj 7 •S’l'aiirfnrrf, and the S(ar — all of which ast 
a number of news photographs Indeed, when then? is keen 
competition owing to the presence of several free-lances, the 
only satisfactorv policy is to let an agent handle the circiila 
tion side — unless, of cour&e, the negatives or plates are sent 
direct to an mdmdunl paper winch was not officially repre- 
sented at the event In the latter case there is a greater 
risk of non acceptance (Sec "Tlie Job Itself The Value of 
Duplicate Negatives, ’ and *' On Submitting Unilcv clojied 
Plates ”) 

But it 13 not only for the " big news " pictures that the 
agent exists He is ever on the look-out for “ best seller*,” 
and he know3 that often a purelv topical or even ” odd ” 
photograpli brings infinitelv better financial returns than a 

big new^ ” picture And it must be said that the reputable 
agents arc in a better position to circulate pnnts m the 
most hkelv quarters than an operator who is “onio distance 
from the newspsjier offices I can recall instances when 
sale sheets from mv own agent have shown that nceeptancos 
of prints from a certain negative were by papers to which 
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1 not havD sulimitUd prints hnd 1 circulated them 

mjsclf, and jet 1 consider that 1 know the markets as ivell 
ns most free lances But, after nil, this is casjlj under- 
stood An agent concentrates all liis elTorts on knowing 
the markets, whereas an operator must attend to the pro 
duction side and the thousmd and one things that go to the 
finding of pictures and the taking of them, before he can 
^oe about the circulation of prints 

An agent will accept either negatices or prints, but 1 
think that I am correct m pn 5 ing that negatives are pre 
ferred (This, of coursi includes undov eloped plates ) The 
conimi<!Sion charged on sales when pnnts are sent is naturally 
le<;3 than when the pnnting has to be done b'v the agent, but 
I contend that if the photographer goes to the trouble and 
expense of mal mg pnnts he nia% ns well circulate them 
direct If the printing is left to the agent, he maj circulate 
as xnanj as fortv prints — according to the news nine — in 
order to secure six or seven acceptances (for to ha\o every 
Sixth print accepted is reganled as a good average) whereas 
the operator ma> estimate half that number of prints to 
bo adeq,uate Porsonallj , when I mal e use of an agent, as 
I frequently do in order to secure time for other activities 
1 always seiwl negatives or plates, and I know from aspen 
cnee that this is the best pobey Whenever it is possible 
to develop my plates and yet catch the last tram or mail 
I always do so I do not doubt the ability of an agent's 
employees, but I do doubt their interest as to whether the 
exposures are good or bad Careless umnterested develop 
ing of plates can make a good day a work into a hopeless 
financial failure but this is not likely to occur when the 
person to develop tliein is the person who pressed the camera 
trigger 

By all means, develop your oivn plates but leave the 
printing to the agent — if you are going to make use of an 
agent at all 

There is no fixed rate of commission among agents but 
the best and most reputable chaige 40 per cent on sales 
when they do the prmtmg There are a few that deduct 
50 per cent but I advise the photographer to steer clear 
of these profiteers , 40 per cent is ample reward for an 
agent’s assistance 
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The Honesty of Agents. 

Are agents honest ^ a often a question asked among 
operator Do thej credit the photographer with creiy 
sale ^ There may be just cause for doubt among a fen 
operators, but, personally, I am certain that my own agLiit 
IS honest Of course, it o/teo happens that when «a!e sheets 
come to hand there are disappointments , negatives which 
acre thought to be “good sellers ” hare produced bttJe or 
nothing — and Tice versa But then, editors are fickle ’ 

Tes, I am sure that flie leading agencies can be rehed 
upon to “give credit where credit is due ’ I recall a case 
in point About a veat ago I sent a particular negative to 
mj agent for general tU»tnbotion To be qmte candid, I 
had mj doubts about its selling quahtics, but I decided to 
give the agent the job of printing and finding out At the 
end of a month not a single sale was recorded, nor had I 
seen an> reproductions >itnc months or so elapsed, during 
wluch time I forgot about the negatn e Imagine m> sur 
prise, then when one of the regular sale sheets included m 
the list three reproductions from it — one to India and two 
to U S A ' Since then I have not had nn\ doubt about the 
honestj of a reputable agent 

Some Precautions Necessary. 

^\hen I ad rue the pressman to keep a watcliful eje on ns 
many papers as po'^sible, especially on days when onv of his 
pictures may appear through an agent, 1 am not expressing 
doubt on the opmion I ha\e ju«t dechred In tlie^c days 
of competitii e joumaUsm. w hen most of the principal p ipcrs 
issuo several editions for distribution to different parts of the 
country it IS not an easy ta«k for an agency to keep tally of 
all photographs published and thus be able to file nil their 
acceptances The majonty of the leading newspapers pnv 
regularly and promptlv without any account being sub 
Tiiitted but there are others that make it a rule not to pi\ 
for any reproduction until a detailed account has bwn 
forwarded to them for vcnfication Thus it will be seen 
that unless an agenev has some definite proof of nccejitana 
from such jwiiers it cannot credit the photographer The 
most definite proof of acceptance w Iho rcprotluction itself , 
therefore it t. advisable to file all such cuttings whenever 
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pO'^sible. It ma}’ happen that, wlion an oiwrator rctcivcs 
lus sale sheets, ho «ill find that certam roprodactfons, of 
uhich ho has tho cuttings, are not included. He need not 
regard tljo oinisaion a* lieing duo to diihonesly. Probably 
tho«o rejiroductions appearctl m editions that did not roacli 
the agent, and ha^o not been promptly paid for by the 
papers concerned. No reputable agent adl rc'^cnt being 
informed of tho omission, ns he also mil benefit — and that 
% cry considerably — bj the additional sales 

A fen agents submit n weekly sales sheet shoiung the 
individual amounts credited, irrespective of Tihetlier they 
haie been paid for tho sales or not Those few have an 
arrangement with the principal offices for definite fees for 
certain sires of accepted prints Other agents generally 
credit tho operator only after payment Jias been received 
from tho ofiicos, and it la not unusual for three months or 
more to olaj>''0 before the cheque is rccpi\ cd 

Seeking to Represent a Paper, 

Though It has been suggested by other writers that tlie 
beginner in Press photography should seek to represent one 
of tho alUpicluro pajicrs in a semi official capicity ns soon 
as possible, I do not adviso this, at least, not until he has 
“won ins spurs” What I suggest, however, is tliat the 
young pressman should submit ns many suitable prints ns 
possible to tho papers After he has gained n fair number 
of acceptances, and ho really feels that ho knows tho class 
of picture that each iirefcrs, he can select n forthcoming 
event of some news importance as a “trial ” Ho should 
write to tho art editor of either tho Daily Sketch or the 
Daily Mirror as early as possible before the event, mention- 
ing the nature of tho function, the place, and the date, and 
ask if pictures would bo acceptable He could add that if 
a staff operator is not being sent and n representative has 
not already been appointed, ho would be pleased to act in 
that capacity and forward plates or prints by the quickest 
route If the art editor has not already mado arrangements 
and a few piclmea of fJbe eymt nouW he aeccptable, bo u lU 
probably turn to lus hst of free-lance contributors (Nearly 
every editor keeps such a hst divided mto localities, so that 
at any time he can commission an operator in a certam 
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distnct to co\er sin accident or ocenrrence which Ins 
staff operator cannot reach m time ) If he finds that an 
established free-lance does not reside in that particular 
area lie nia> ask for three or tour pictnres and give a fen 
instructions as to requirements and dispatching of plates 
negatives or pants This mil mem that the oprator nil) 


PtATB XV (a) 

Ci. rr Cl 3 n NO AS A Soudn\ ATTBACnOK 

be regarded as a direct representative and lie mil ho paid 
at a special rate including expenses 

W hen the free lancc receives such a coininiss on he should 
take the editor s letter with Jnm it may smooth over 
maijv a difJjciilty Tiirther heshould carrj out the instnie 
tious as far ns possible and not try to serve two masters — 
himself and the editor He should not attempt to duplicate 
a few exposures for eircnlntioo to other papers Let him 
devote nil lus efforts to “erviUi tJ e man wJio has com 
missioned 1 im he wall I o pai I On t! e understanding that 
he has done so 
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If tl»e result la snti<ifaclot5 to the editor the operator 
in i\ rest assured that ho 'will not be forgotten 
I-or the ordinnr) run of pictures prints should bo sub 
mittcd but if coiumis loneil to ' co\cr ’ an event it la 
alwaj*, nd\i«ablo to forwanl plates or negatues ncconlmg 
to tune nnl circumstances When an art editor reccnos a 
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negative he can select the portion which suits 1 is require 
ments best both for news value and size necessary to fit 
the make up of the page 

The Sellmg of Exclusive Rights 
To THE Dail\ Press Pirat let us consider the selling 
of evclusive rights to the daily Press Though the average 
operator will seldom be fortunate enough to secure a picture 
of such extraordinarj interest and news value as to w arrant 
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an editor pijing a high foe for the sole nglit of reproducing 
it, he may get a “scoop ’’ picture of such red-hot topical 
interest that not a few editors would bid a substantial 
suiii for the right to reproduce it ahead of *107 other 
paper 

(The pajTnent of a fee bj a daily paper for exclusive rights 
does not necessaniy mean tbat the operator cannot offer the 
same photograph to other dady papers the following da\ , 
or to weekly papers at a later date Of course, the pcte«i 
biUty of a daily accepting it after it has appeared in a nral 
edition IS very remote, but the ca«e is different when deahng 
with weekly journals such as the (JrapAtc, the tlhiUrated 
London Neiis, and the Sphere, if publication occurs onl^ 
few dajs later ) 

By way of lUnstrotion, let us suppose that only one free- 
lance had been able to obtam a photograph of the meeting 
of a certam novehafc with her husband in a Harrogate hotel 
after the former had, through loss of memorj*, wanderwl 
from her home and been nuasmg for over a week, while the 
whole countrj discussed her probable whereabouts and the 
police earned on an extensive search The lucky operator 
would not have hesitated to get the /zrst possible train to 
London taking his negative and a print with him Ho 
would then have paid a call on the editor of either the 
-Dady Jfatl the Datlp Sketch, or the Daily J/irror, according 
to the way each of these papers had been featuring the 
“ mysterious disappearance ’’ Long before he reached the 
newspaper offices, reports of the discovery and the mcetmg 
would be on the cditonal tables, and oaluralJj , if an editor 
received his message aakmg for an mterview with regard to 
a photograph of the meeting of husband and wife, he would 
not keep him waiting m the onter office * 

He could sell the copyngbt of the photograph if the 
editor was particularly anxious to have it or he could 
obtain a really good fee for the exclusive right to reprotlueo 
it a day ahead of any other paper I feel confident that tin 
operator who could have obtained sucli a ‘ scoop " would 
have secured at least £200 fmr tlie copyright from the cibtor 
of one of tlie newspajiers mentioned previously 

tVith a “ <caop ” hke this, when there is no risk of losiiip 
money, the cijwrator most not consider the tviiou-e of 
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truclliug to London <\tn il it le from ono of tho fftrtlicst 
eonicis of I ngl uul 

\nothor of deihiig with n negative of great news 
Nairn. iH to 'submit it to an ne*^nt to bt handled to tho best 
ad\(mtngo but though he is gentrvlly able to secure a 
Wttcr pnet, 1 doubt nhclhcr the trantfaction nouJd bo to 
the ad\untngc o! the operator, ns 40 jitr cent coinmis«ion 
would bo dc<luctcd 

Should a fn.'c lance who is not within cn'sv reach of 
London eenn. a topical ‘ scoop of onli oNcrage interest 
then I ad\i';c him to «icL the scraiccs of an agent If the 
agtnej conMders that tlie picture is worth a good fee for 
oxclusue rights then the sijconinti will call tijioit the 

most hkeU editors and bargain for the best price If 
tho highest offer is not as much as the total probable fees 
th It could be obtained from on extensive general circulation 
then the ngencN will decide upon tho course to ho adopted 
Hie pliotognplur can rest assured that the agent will do 
whatCNcr is beat for he will profit in jiroportion to tho 
result 

To TJIE LEKL\ Priss Tho sale of e\clusi\o rights to 
a weol In pape r does not prohibit an operator from sub 
nutting tho photograph to the dailies three or four da^'s after 
it has been published in tho weekly Of course this arrange 
ment should bo made quite clear m writing when such 
rights are disposeil of But a topical and immediate 
interest’ picture should not be offered first to the weekly 
papers unless it is fairly certain that either tho Graphic tho 
Sphere or the Illuslrated London ^eus will be prepared to 
giro n higher fee than an) one of the daily pa|jers 



CHAPTER M 

THE KEEPDfG OP RECORDS 
The Press Book 

Tor several obvious rei ons it is es^entiil tlinl a coniplete 
record should be hept of everj pnut circulated It is not 
sufficient inereU to jot down on odd bits of paper — a I 
liave known some operators do — rough notes of prints «!ub 
nutted to different papers, with dates of dispatch and then 
trust to providence that when the\ arepuhlkhed or returned 
the bit of paper will be available to moke tl e nece^«aia 
additional note If euch an unbns>ineas1ikc si stem w adopted 
utter confusion anil i«e tie result m a aer\ «ihort tine 

PRESS 


Subjret 


\\T.en I. ‘lent 
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Further, many gumeas will be uncollected, for there are 
several papers ^\hich do not follow the excellent practice of 
the Daily Sketch, the Daily Mtrror, and the Daily Mail 
of regularly sendmg cheques without waiting to receue 
detailed accounts of accepted prints Then, too, the ques 
tion of time must be considered With such a sj stem, an 
operator would spend more tune m trying to locate a par 
ticular senes of submitted prints than he would in mahmg 
all the necessary entrn^ in the system I shall describe 

Perhaps at first sight the reader may think that it is 
very complicated and contains many unnecessary entnes 
Before evplainmg it in detail, I give herewith a copy of an 
actual portion of iny own Press Book, so that the use of 
each column may be made clear without undue u<e of 
words 

I do not tlunlv I need exiilain the entries up to, and 
mclucling How Sent 

BOOK 


Ke 

1 turned 

Ac 

cepted 

Remarks { 

Card j 
Index 1 

Ledger 

' Data of 
Payment 












14/{)/23 



61 

10/10/20 

10 6 

\ 





30 




15/9/23 

14/9/25 


85 

|l0/10/2^ 

21/10/25 

' 1 

10 6 

% 

%/ 



NP 

S/1/20 

A12 




V 


17/J/23 

Also Calendar 1926 

S/1/26 


13/1/20 

21 





r3 

102 




21/9/25 

Retained 15/9/25 

12/1/26 

16/1/20 

20/1/26 ! 

10 0 

V 



Not return^ witli 

FI 1 

130 




21/9/23 

others 26/9/25 
Not returned with , 

12/1/26 

23/1/26 

\i)l2/2<i 

10 6 

V 




J31 , 



13/10/25 

25/9/25 

others 26/9/25 

12/1/26 

26/1/26 1 

19/2/20 

10 6 

' 




N2 





15/9/23 


NP 

8/l/2t 




V 

V 



Not returned with I 

FI 

136 





12/10/20 

others 26/9/25 

12/1/26 

25/I/2C 

10/2/26 

10 6 

V 


Not returned with 

12 

134 




25/9/25 

others. 2B/9/25 

25/1/20 

25/1/20 

■ 10/2/20 

10 C 
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THE COSIPLETE fRE:»S PHOTOORAPIIEB 


D Juml 
^ Mai 
Scot F 
NBA 
i &SB 
I Exp 
F F JkF 


M 9 50 n m 
Fail Tro 
N P 


PRESS BOOR ABBREVIATIONS 

Daily Joi mal Neucaatl 
NortA iloiJ Ne' cnstlc 
Scott ih /"am tr 
tiorth Bnt sh Ignc It risl 
Font cr at d SlocLI rrt Icr 
farmers ErprtM 
Farm FitIJajd ftreije 

(oatAl Biapatcl 
Fasaen^r Tra ti 
Not Pi bl shed 


\\ hen prints are rctumrJ the <late is m the appro 
priate column If tliej ate accepted and reproductions an 
«een then the date of publication is entered in the Accepteii 
column If four pnnts arc eubnutted and onlj two are 
returned tins is noted m the Resiaiiks column IV hen an 
editor encloses a letter with some returned pnnts stating 
that ho 18 retaining the others for possible future use the 
letter is filed and the fact noted id the KEMAiiks column 
VVIien ft print is u«od again in a later issue or in another 
publication b^ the same oAice, tius is indicated ns shown in 
the specimen entrj when the Aorih Brilith Affricullitritl 
used the photograph of the £200 Bonier Leicester Ram 

Craigo Pnde m the 192C Cahndar oa well as in the 
woclvlj l^slIe 

As i have full^ cxplaincil the use of the card index stem 
m Tracing Unretiimed Pnnts (page 133) itianotmrcessan 
here to make further reference to the Card Indin column 
The V m the last unnamed column is ma method of 
indicating that the particular cnfQ has been fiilh tl« and 
and finished with I go through the I‘rc«s Book penoduallj 
and when I find entries without this mark against tbtm 1 
know that one of three things has occurred — the^ hare not 
Uxin questioned an account has not Utii rendcml 
or pajTnent has not Ixari reccivwl In any case the matter 
Is noted for attention so that all entries may he coinj letcsl 
ns early as (tossible 

This method of keeping ft rcconl of all pnnts circulated is 
yrry easj toopomte so long ns it Ls kept up to date It was 
diii«cd after many esi>ennicntji to mett in> own needs 
and I do not knmr if it a emplojtii hi other operators 
When It was fin>l plamiel I was iifoniicd that a suitabh 
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ruled book was not procurable except by special printing, 
blit after many inquiries and inspection of stock rubngs, I 
found that the ** Guildhall Senes ” contamed a bool? that 
fitted my requirements A 73x, winch allows for over 1,000 
entries and costs about 23 Cd , can be obtained from any 
good class prmter or stationer 

Acceptances— The Use oi a File. 

There arc several reasons why the pressman should cut 
out and file as many of his accepted pictures as possible 
Besides bemg excellent reminders of work done, they serve 
as proof when a rendered account is questioned, and this 
does happen occasionally I have m mind one paper which 
practically demands to have the cuttings of the reproduc 
lions fon\arded before a cheque is sent m payment The 
paper in question is an offender well known to agents and 
operators alike, yet it is regarded as one of the most affluent 
of the national dailies 

Of course, the operator cannot expect to be able to file 
all Ins acceptances, for even if lie were financnlly able to 
" take in " every picture reproduemg paper, he might still 
mi«s an accepted picture through its appearing m one 
edition and not in another Some of the leading dailies 
i«8ue as many as nine editions, so it will bo seen that, just 
as he cannot be expected to subscribe to every edition 
neither must he take it for granted that becau'^e one edition 
doesnotincludeasubnultedpnnt.thclatter has not been used 

5Iy own practice is to cut out all reproductions of my own 
work that I see, whether from prints submitted direct or 
from my agent, and to file them, marking each wnth the 
name and the date of the paper from which it is cut Every 
two months or so these are taken from the file, enveloped, 
and dated for storage Consequently , to-day I have a 
“library” of reproductions which act ns a tonic when a 
“ pot ” picture fails to pleaie editors and make-^ rne w oiuler 
what the Press of the country is going to ’ 

Returned Prmts— What to Do with Them. 

Every Press photographer who circulates the major portion 
of his work direct to the offices and does not rely upon an 
agent will soon amass a lai;gc number of returned prints 
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iioc«! not go into details , the would ho ojicralor wiH lx able 
to t ^ol\o an cflicitnt b^Ktem from whit 1 have indicated 

But I must give ont won! of tvarning If ft negatm L' 
tiilun from the files for nnj purjw-^, it miw/ be retiimw 
to its corrt*tt pheo afterward- or confusion will he the 
nsult Tlicro must not bo anv niistahe, for tins is the secret 
of the successful working of ans filing or card index svfctezii 
In a certain apinci office, anj printer may lale a negative 
out of the files when it is required, bul onl^ one person ts 
allotced to put 1 / bact That man is responsible for the filing 
of all the thousands of lu^itnes, and ho sce« that the ruk 
isobstntd 

Plate botes make excellent storage file- Do not stand them 
ont on lop of nnotl cr Tins method isawkwanl e-pccialir 
when a required box is at the bottom of the "column 
Thp\ should be placed side bj side on shelves like thi«— 



In tins w at scores of negatives can be stored in a small 
space and nn> box can bo «eciirwl w ithout mot ing others 
The amateur m i> a«k " Is it necessarj to keep all nega 
lives that are made * ' To this I cannot give a direct ‘Yes 
or No Even experienced operators make exposures 
which when seen as nt^atives ore considered useless not 
only because the^ will not give n passable print, but becai^e 
thev do not po-sess the anticipated news value But I do 
not say tliat all such negatives sIiouM be dc«trovc<l If a 
negative is prmtable and has some interest it should be put 
mto stock It ivdl cost nothing to file and keep it^^ and it » 
IS surpnsmg how useful «ome of these ‘ unlikehes ” prove 
Jo be at a future date 
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Tracing Tlnretumed Prints. 

If the frec-lancc Wies to mako sure of receiving payment 
for nil his published vork, he often finds that keeping tally 
of unreturned prints is one of his biggest tasks. The majority 
of the leading papers regularly send out cheques and other 
forms of remittances, but it is very unfortunate that so 
many others do not think of making payment until a 
detailed account has been rendered. It is impossible, finan- 
cially as uell as otherwise, to “ take in ” all papers to which 
contributions are made, in order to clieck reproductions of 
prints circulated. Even if it were possible, there arc daihes 
issuing as many ns nine cchtions, thus making it still more 
difficult for a contributor to record all reproductions without 
the aid of the paper concerned. 

How’, then, it may be asked, can a free-lance “ taking in ” 
only three daily papers, but contributing to thiity, send m a 
detailed nccoimt, if he has no means of checking used and 
unused prints 1 Tlie system which I successfully employ 
is a simple one, provided all entries in tlio Press Book as to 
where and when sent, dates of returns and acceptances 
(acceptances are only put down as definite wJien the repro- 
ductions are seen or are made knowm by the paper) are kept 
rigid up to date. 

The Press Book is " cleared ” at least once every three 
months. One month is allowed to stand so tliat offices 
which make regular payments will not be harassed by 
mquines The card index is brought into use and is a 
valuable asset in the w orkmg of the system 

For example, let us say that we definitely know of a 
certain number of acceptances with the Daily Chromch, 
but there is a greater number of unreturned prints about 
which wo know nothing The Daily Chromcle card is taken 
from its place in the index cabinet and the date of the last 
“ questioned ” print is noted From that date all un- 
returned prints (except those known to be pubbshed) are 
entered ivith their respective dates of sending. If five 
prints of one event have been sent, each is noted in detail. 
It la not sufficient toetely to wnto, “ MawebesteT: Rwees, 
■- five prints ” For his owti benefit the photographer should 
specify particulars of each pnnt, so that when he receives 
the replies he may be able to "check*’ the Press Book 

10— [T 5595) 
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It IS inevitable He c tnnot expect to go alicicl vutliout 
cxiierientiiig the tlinll (1) of rtceivmg — even if he does not 
read — tho:»c storeotjjicd pamphlet*' ‘ The Editor regrets 
’ An nutlioritv lins paid that if a prcs«nian Ins ever} 
sixth print accepted he can count liiin'^lf among the blessed 
or at least as receiving lus full share of rewards Tlicre h 
more truth in tins than one might at first admit Consc 
queiitl^ the ‘ n turns' will accumiilnto m jiroportion to 
tlie amount of work put into circulation 

Wnt should bo done with these rejetted jirmts t One 
writer advist', that nil should bo ntamed and placed in 
envclojies in an index arnngement for po «ible future u®c 
Peraonallv I consider this on the whole, futile and an utter 
waste of time that could more profitably be given to other 
things Exjficnenec has provcil ogam and again that the 
percentage of returned prints that ore ever likely to^ bo 
worth circulating again is very vei> small indeed ^ prv 
occasionally they arc of the greatest u«e hut these come 
under well defined headings and the exceptions are not 
worth troubling about (^rtauily they are not worth the 
trouble of further washing to ensure some sort of per 
raanency as would he necessary with returned prints owing 
to the fact that the majonty will not have received sufficient 
washing for the lirst circulation to 1 eep them anv great 
length of time 

On the whole news incidents are not worth keeping 
much less indexmg etc unless of course n * personality 
IS prominent in tlie picture and it is of sufficient size to 
allow reproduction ns a full length figure or as a ** head 
should he or she come mto the news agam Old customs 
are certamlj worth retninmg to make a senes as are houses 
halls and public buildings But personalities are with 
out doubt the most valuable of all returaetl pnnts to keep 
^Vhen these are returned — if they have come through the 
post undamaged • — they should bo enveloped and mdexed 
m such a way that any particular prmt can be secured 
immediately at any time 

The Filing and Storage o! Negatives 

Though th^ beginner in Press photography may not con 
sider it necessary to adopt a methodical system of storing 
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and filing until he has made several dozens of negatives, it 
13 advisable to have some sort of system even in the earhest 
days Exposures collect m inereasmg numhers, and unless 
a definite method of storing la adopted, many valuable 
minutes will be lost in searching for particular negatives, 
especially if they have been m stock for some time Without 
a proper system it is fairly easy to remember where quite 
recently made negatives were placed, but even these have 
an awkward habit of being difficult to locate when required 
Several simple methods can be adopted successfully Some 
operators may find it sufficient to ‘ box ’* negatives m the 
order m which they are taken, number them con^eciitively , 
and mark each box according to tbe number of negatives 
stored in it, such as 1-16, 17-32, 33-48 Tins method is 
all right so long as a double book entry is made to indicate 
each negative clearly One entry is “ straight ” , that is, 
All negatives that are to be retamed are given consecutive 
numbers at the end of each day’s operating, and ogamst 
each number is written particulars of the negative, including 
date when taken Tlien an alphabetical entry is necessary, 
so that any particular negative or senes of negatives of a 
certain person place, or event can be located immediately 
An individual entry may be something hke this — 

Houie Sir John 14 39 216-218 


One glance shows that there arc five negatives of this 
personage in stock Should he come into the news in any 
''ay the alphabetical entry would be looked at, and then 
An “®Sativea located by the numbers 14. S9, 216, 217, 218 
nould decide which one was most smtable for 

iiif. i particulars would be obtamed from 

the straight ” entry 

“cthod, an elaboration of the above, is to classify 
in onp storage files To the operator who speciahzes 

from “ contnbutes senes of pictures 

and savpo 1 , °®8''tives, the classification is very lielpful 

nature Thus mn signs, freaks of 

>'dvantaffenii<!i,,^*’^t®’ customs, wrecks etc , could 

fives of ‘ separate files So could nega- 

memonals *' motormg, ^mitmg, war 

g mterest, horse racmg, and golfing I. 
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With accuracy In the “ Card Index ’ column of the Pre^s 
Book, and opposite each unreturned print, is rccordeil the 
card index number and the date of clearance, vir C5/o/l(V2(J 
(C> 13 the number of the Daxltf Chromch cattl m m\ own 
index) When all pnnts haxe been entered m thi3 xcax 
on the index card a cqp\ made and «ent to the 2Xn/r; 
C'/«ro7!ic/e office 
Here i3 t specimen *<heet — 


TOM iOMES 

PRESS PHOTdGR-APHFR 




TMt Abt Editor 
tin ly CAron cfe 
Saliabury Squnn* EC* 


~l) 0 (<oUt I*’’*’ 


Dear Sir 

I sli&Il b« cla ) if jxu mil atl^iaa me «» t« tl c | utl cation er otl-riRm* 

of tl e ui lcmot««l pniiu wl ich lnwe not been rctiin-nl 
^ onc9 faitl follx 
T'tn 


ra 

Date Sent 

ScRicrr 

IfruUwbcsl lUe 

luty 1 

Lord So-end-Sn Brervee Kn^lom of 
London 


Jul} 10 1 

Ball ing Stud; at Brighton j 


Aug 3 1 

CoUnpue of ■ X ilU'^ Hall j 

1 


The back of the index canl and the subject sheet sent to 
the office are ttampctl with the date of cleinnp 'Ihc 
can! u» not returned to its index place m the cabinet but is 
kept in a compartment at the back So lonq as it remains 
there weknow that the checked sheet has not l>ecn ntumetl 
On receipt of the sheet however both Plecs Book and card 
arc cliecked h^ it Before the card is returnixl to its proper 
place in the index the date of final clearance and checking 
IS noteil against the last cntr\ 

TJie Prevs Book then shows all published and unpubh-dieil 
j nnts, and from it a dctaikd occouat can l>o rencleml 
In tliLs wn% perliajw complex at Cwt ught hut deci letlll 
simple m o|iiniti«ii nn exact record is kejt of eicr\ print 
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cirLulatccl, and expencnco lias i»roved it to bo a “ cheque 
bnuger” It has brought m man^ guineas \\hicli might 
not jia%e put m an appearance 
When 1 uroto on this subject m my “ Press Pliotogrnph} 
Notes ” in the i? J , a brother pressman asked uhat per- 
centage of m} lists ucro returned cheeked, and uliothcr it 
uas necossaiy to enclose a stamped addressed cn\ elope 
when sending out the^e inquiries In ropl> I w rote — 

hen I ilrat appi eel llio system I d«l not enclose a fitampoii addaxtseU 
envelope, and tho percentage of replies was less than Jift> ' Bemmdcr 
letters it is true brought further replies but the total percentage was less 
than tlint which rcsuUwl alien at the nest ‘clearance’ I enclosed 
envelopes Accordinglj future lists aluojs went ’ accomnaniod, and 
(ho increase in tho postage account was justiBed Pventuany, howeser 
after m> lists were t^own in practically o\eiy oflico 1 reverted to the 
original method and I am glad to aa> that the economy ‘ cut ” has not 
proved false cconoinj Of course tliere nro certain olTlcos from which it 
IS practically miposaibla to pet soinetlunp for nothing bo tho stamiieU 
addressevl cm elope has not Umo entirely discarded CTponenca however 
la t! e only guide ilav mg a trace of Scoltiah blood in mo I argue time 
Threo halfpence is three halfpence and thirty etamps will buy a box of 
plates 1— but a cheque is worth a stamp any lime 

To daj I receive replies to tho‘»o inquiries almost imine- 
dmtol} Some ofhccs enclose cheques for an> of tho ques 
tioned photographs which thej Imo used, while others wait 
until a detailed account is submitted I presume that this 
latter practice is to save confusion m the counting houses 
The Dathj Herald, however, is nn etception To my 
latest inquay I received the following rcpl>, which I publish 
m full for the benefit of other operators — 

I am afraid it is impracticable for roe to send you advico o-i to tho 
publication of your prints If you enclosed a stamp when forwarding 
them thev will 1 ave been returned to you or placed m stock for future 
use according to tho nature of tl e p eture Prints sent without stamps 
are destroyed after an interval 

Tl e Cashier is advised day by day os to the prints 1 e is to pay for 
and you may bo sure tliat payment will bo made for whatever pictures 
of yours tl at have boon used 

Rendermg Accounts 

Sometimes it is difficult to decide what to charge each 
paper for photographs used for some pay one ‘ standard ” 
fee and some another for pictures of certain sizes If a 
reproduction is over 24 sq m m area it is generally reckoned 
“ oversize ” and should be paid for accordmgly If the 
operator sees tlie picture m question he will be able to check 
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his account but otherwise he must trust to the honestj and 
fair dealing of the now9paper The leading “ nationals ’ 
can generally be relied upon to paj an extra fee for “ over 
size,’ but manj provincial papers do not paj according to 
size, and it seems that no amount of argument will persindc 
them to change their practice 
At the end of this hook I gne a tabulated hst of the chief 

iVNCIENT CUSTOMS PilOTOORAPH 
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papers and journals using pictures, together with their 
standard mimmum rates for ordmaiy reproductions 

Wlien deahng with local pajiers publi'ihed m my area 
of operation I find that il is best to render a detailed 
monthly account early in the following month One paper 
returns all unused prints the day after receipt and though 
the other does not make any returns, I can submit an 
accurate account by watching its picture page eacli day 
If a submitteil photograph does not appear, I can be certain 
that It bas not been used as only one edition is printed 
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Botli p iptrs paj tho s niio fees iirespcetnx of size of ropro 
lUiction One i«sucs a weekly ulition in winch a certain 
inimher of pictures are reprinted from the diiilj issues and 
pud for — t/ they arc iticludel in the rendered occoimt In 
tonsequenco tin \\cekl\ eihtion lias to bo watched other 
wise as c\|)enonco has ^roicd, I slionld ho the loser of 
qvute a number of half guineas m the course of ti jear 
VNCILNT CUSTOMS I JIOTOOIl \1 II 
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Ihc Daily Sketch need never be questioned ns this oflice 
IS undoubtedly the best pajer m the newspaper world If a 
picture IS not returned one of two things has happened — it 
has cither been reproduced or put into stocl for possible 
future use If it has been used a cheque together with a 
sheet giving particulars of photi^raph page and date of 
issue m which it w as reproduced and fee paid will ami e 
about a w ceL later I cannot recall a single occasion when 
it has been necessary to render an account to this paper 
This indeed is a si stem that free lances would like to see 
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extended to everj newspaper oflicc ccrtaml} it would 
«iive them much clerical work — md nflord tliem more leisure 
than, thej at present enjo\ ' 

dealing with pipers which hire to he questioned 
about unreturned prints a detailed account of all accepted 
photographs should bo sent as soon ns the subject sJieet 
(see Tracing Unretumed Prints ) is received from the 
office Should the remittance not follow within a month 
an account showing the total amount due will probabh 
bring the required cheque 

In m^ own case each paid fee is noted in the appropnate 
column m the Press Book together with the date of pavraent 
Thus at one glance I can read an accurate In torj ns 
it were of each print circulated 
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lie cnii 8aM} aii'l n<h nntn^LOUiU deinaml a higlier f<x for 
noil rtjircHliiction ^>ucli was {fieta^f with that rcnnrfwablc 
pliotognph "'IIh' m tlie Air’* (jwpe* SI) Mr Ix>gnn 
kiK M th it Ilf Imil a n nnrknbic picttiro and tbe demand for 
its jiuldicatfon would con«r<nienlh fn' great It was 'gofxl 
biismes-, •' on Ins part to stipulate that the nitht to nprotbice 
would be giaen onl^ «n tht understanding that the fee was 
one guinrn ami not the ITa Cd Hs , or lOs Gd gcticrall^ 
paid In til* different |».a|x.r* Mr Logan knew that few 
pajK rs w ould refuse (o necept Ins photograph simply liecainc 
he oskid for an increases! fee TFio result jii«tid«I fhi< 
dijnaml as is shown m the interesting histon '' 

The sjxcialHt a l»est nwanl, howeaor is in the incrcastHl 
ftereentage of wileahlc pictures It is much Itctlct to hue 
feaini! good «ell<rs' at the orrbnari fet than onh an 
occasional ' ie«t pc l!i r ’* at the Jiigher rate of pa) ment Jt i« 
Ihreonsisfcnc) ot submitterlgood work nJuch nins fshtnri il 
recognition and faaour 

If an p<litor n<pnrrs a sjioeml picture or «encs of pictures 
which for some rrn«ojj his own stn/I opemfors cinnoi 
(Uippl) ho will lookup tht lL«t of specialists who hate served 
him will on man) occasions and In will gladh fecck their 
Assiiitancc — and pi\ their fee 

Till re are man) opciungs for speciahzation in Press 
photograph) Even m certain clashes of sport, such as 
football (association and rugby) and horse racing (Hat and 
Btecplecliasmg) there is a demand large enough to ketp 
seiexnl opera tora fully rniplojetl Cricket and tenni* photo- 

graphs an? becoming incrca ingh jiopular E\cn gardening 
can occupy a good deaf of an operator s time, for more and 
more photographs an being used of this industry and hobbv 
which 13 featured m so man> papers and journals to-da) 
Farming and its lanous activities can 1^ illustrated m 
dozens of way a and already there are two or three men 
who are known to editors os specialists m ngncidtunl 
photographs 

Having decided to specialize in a certain branch the 
ojiemtor should be ready at all times to learn all he po-^iblv 
can about it from those actively engaged in the particular 
sport profession or intJurtry The knowledge wilt help lum 
to see ‘ pictures ’ which would otherwi e be non existent to 
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Let ns suppose thit the home goil has l)ecn cho cn as 
Jihely to provide nio^t of the activitj , but it offers Jittfe or 
no opportunity for suitnblo pictures If a move is to be 
made to the other goal, there should bo no undue lingering 
on the nay along the line Not only mil such action brmg 
forth some very strong and telling advice” from spec- 
tators but it mil probably result m a warning from the 
secretary or even a suspension of the permit, not to mention 
the possibility of a complete suspension of all permits It 
may be very annoy mg to l>e compelled to miss a really goot! 

‘ >v mg ’ picture simply because of the danger of obotnictmg 
one spectator’s new of n araall portion of the field for a feu 
seconds, but it is better tlian expulsion from the ground 
altogether 

Football photography, however, hold.-* a snare for the 
would be operator A casual glance at the papers might 
convince the beginner that there is a tremendous demand 
for football pictures and it could be argued that there is 
ns good an opportumty for getting really good action photo- 
graphs m minor league games as there is in first *cla«« play 
Both conviction and argument would be correct But 

action 18 not every thing No not by far Juames count 
for much and for that reason it is a waste of time for am 
photographer — profe<tsional or amateur — to «end to the daili 
and sports Pre<is football pictures of other than games m 
the leading divisious No matter how unique or interesting 
the photograph<i of the ViUage-on Green terai/j Town by 
Sea match may be ticre is not the «Lghte«t chance of anv 
bemg accepted except perhaps, by a purely local paper, and 
even such ca«cs are rare But if the Prince of Wales A J 
Cook or Hany Lauder were to turn out for the village team 
then it would be more profitable to expoe one plate on any 
of them rather than a dozen Oo the famous GaUachenn one 
of hi 3 characteristic scoring attitudes ' Facts mu t be facetl 
and editors must be supplirf with what they want News 

IS eveiythoug 

ilmor games howeaer can be cxtremch u efu! to the 
beginner in Press photographv The situations ari<ing 
in first-class plav are duplicated again and again in le-.-s 
important matches and sice versa Tlie general jilaa is 
alsohiteh ahkemboth Goals are attacked ind pcnetratial. 
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there are brilliant p'i'iacs and thrilling “ e^icapes ’ , anti 
generally speaking the best news aalue pictures arc to be 
had m the goal areas, irrtspectue of the league important 
or standing Therefore the operator who desires to ‘ get 
his hand m ’ cannot do liettcr than expentnent at amateur 
matches and acquire the knack of spoetly ojierating Usually 
permission is easily obtained and an occasional comph 
mentor^ print to the club «5ecretnr> will be regarded as a 
recognition of the favour 

Eight to twelve xanls fiom the centre of the goal is 
gcncrall} regarded as the best operating distance At this 
range there is no danger of figures looming up too big and 
blocking out the general view and goal area plaj gives 
figures of a size not calling for undue enlargement in the 
print Some operators prefer to take up a position prac 
ticallj on the corner goal line while others fa^ our the angle 
of new afforded b\ a position 45 degrees, from one of the 
goal posts 

‘ In field plat ’ pictures arc seldom featured although 
terj often some of the most brilliant football is seen between 
the centre hno and the penaltj area To secure sharply 
focussed pictures of this type one must be able to judge 
distances very quickly and accurately and to manipulate 
the camera wathout the loss of any appreciable time In 
photographing football both association and rugby the 
abihty to anticipate the action of a player or players is of 
the greatest importance towards success as a specialist 
If the operator is also a footballer or at least a student of 
the tactics of the game then success is more assured for 
his knowledge will give him an advantage over others who 
are photographers only The ability to judge distance 
quicklv and accurately is an absolute nece'a^ity for in field 
play When exposing on goal area play however one can 
predetermine to a nicety the distance to the goal line or 
to a position immediately m front and the focus seldom 
needs to be altered for the majority of pictures in that 
area 

Speed and accuracy is acquired m the majority of cases 
at least only after long and careful operating but it can 
be acquired and eventually it becomes automatic and 
generally remarkably accurate 



Tin COMlll'Tt lllOTiHU KlllUl 

It J3 tl n fosliton tlic<!c d-i\H to j,ct ns low n mow point ns 
jiosMble in order to accciituntr tlic aernl gymnastics 
and j limping jKnvcrs of the players I !i'i\ec\cn «<*cn repn 
duetioiw winch bliowtsl that Uit artnt h id helj)od the ] hoto 
j^rnjihcr to secure this dcsiml effect 1 \ loncnng the t,roun 1 
lint in the rtnr ’ Some optmtors c\cn go lo tl e extent of 
lying flat on the ground so that the\ enn operate from as 
low a level ns jiO'Siblc 

Certnmh an iron constitution — and n waterproof «lictt ' — 
are rt quirt d if this inethtKl is ntloj tetl an 1 a chrome tol 1 is 
not desired 

In riighy tackles senims pa-.«cs and tne^ prcril 
tin nujontv of e deahlc pictures It appears that the game 
IS I cconimg incrcnsmglx {mpulnr with art editors an! in 
11 e not far diatant future — unless the sport suffers a j ublic 
setback — rugby pictuns will enjoy a demand nearh equal 
to soccer and hor<e racing Certainly it is a sport that tl e 
I ress photographer should not neglect unle*-s other activities 
I rove more remunerative 

\t the present time the value of close ups and 1 cads 
can scarcelv be over estimatcvl \ction close-ups are n ore 
useful in association football tian in rugby but heads 
art valuable in both games If one of the leading clubs 
effects a transfer from n minor team the particular plaver 
comes into tlie news immediatch and consequeatlj his 
photograph may be worth a few pounds to the operator 
who gets it into the market first But this is not the only 
wav in which heads are useful dozens are reproclucctl 
each week m connection with the regular games If a 
certam player has a good performance to his crecht i 
injured or is in the football news his portrait should be 
circulated not only to tlio«e dailv papers which feature 
such pictures but to the Tojncal TtMce All Sports Sports 
Ptelures Athletic Aeics etc 

Action cJo'O'Ups and heads an? often secured during 
training or practice matches "Much depends upon team 
managers some of whom are fussy and will object to a 
Press photographer operating when their charges are training 
or at practice wlulst others will readily grant everv reason 
able facility Tact and pat ence are virtues tlse operator 
must possess in f ill measure 
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Everj care must be tal en to give all names correctly in 
captions Even in action photographs taken durmg a 
match, it IS es ential that the mam figures should be 
correctly named This also apphes to lieads and as 
the e mil be filed for future use every effort must be made 
to ensure accuracy of facta when submitting prmts from 
them Footballers as well as poUticians and actresses 
1 “sent misrepresentation 

Just before the commencement of a new season good 
biisme<?s can be done with pictures of prominent plajers. m 
training I have lost count of the number of photograph*? 
I liave «een of footballers pullmg a roller or lying on their 
back*? doing leg exerci<?e3 » Then w hen the cup finalists are 
bemg weeded out editors never seem to tiro of accepting 
pictures of b.kel> teams enjoymg the seaside restmg m 
the hotel smoke room or having a quiet game of snool er 
pool So great la the demand for this tj-pe of picture that 
some of the big ngencie» find it profitable to send one of 
their own operators two or three hundred miles to get them 
1 erb eap > 

Though there are several operators who are speciahsts in 
this branch of sports photogrophj there ore still openings 
for otJiew who bare abibty and knowledge of the game 
It 13 of little use however to ndvi«c editors that you are 
a specinhst m football pictures Submit regularly the ta pe 
of photograph they want and the\ w ill come to regard \ ou 
as a speciahst — and make a note of j our name and address 
Then 3 ou ma3 be sure that you are dehvermg the goods 
and if an editor wants pictures of a certain match anywhere 
near 3 our area of operation he will gladh a^k for 5 our 
a'isistauce — and pay well for it 

Photography m the Huntmg Field 

Until after the Great War a good hunting picture whether 
of fox stag otter or hare was always popular with art 
editors m general I mean a picture wluch showed the 
actual chase or the kill It is true that a certain section of 
the public was up in arms against blood sports generally 
but the average newspaper reader appreciated rea})3 gootl 
hunting photographs and editors were ever read3 to accept 
them 15ut taking the market ns a whole this is len 
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much altered now A gooil hunting j*icturi still sells rcadilj , 
but It IS of another class Occasionally wi, still sec |ihoto 
graphs of tlic huntainnn thruumg the carcass of a fox otter 
or huro to the hounds or tin hill itself but forever} one of 
tlieso wo see scores of another tyjKJ altogether Jn short 
‘ blood sports pictures nro out of fashion and fa\our with 
\ TviicvL iiircrisn ncTLiit 



Fi^te XMI (o) Ti b Kih. 

T rowing ibc CA raM to lha ho nd.4 

r urosofti > tjpo Arc ootsoeos tjuplilosthey vem before tl oOrc iWa 
Tbo p otognipl oppos (« a inaie in I no r U editor tU roq renun e lo-day 

art editors because the general public tio not want them in 
their newspapers The average reader lias apparently become 
a httle more humamtanan than his predeces or of a decade 
or more ago and though he may not petition Jus Member 
of Parliament to introduce a Bill for the abohtion of the 
sport he resents the once popular hunting picture being 
reproduced in his mornmg paper 

\Vhat then is the type of picture m demand nowadays ^ 
The answer la summed up in Photographs of the social 
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An important point to remember m «oci(u side picture'^ 
13 that the personahtics shoun must be fairlv well luiown 
to the general public Names count for mucli and the 
operator should bear this in mind It will save Juni plates 
time and postages 

Ihere are a number of famous Hunts to which mam 
well 1 nowTi Societ> people are drawn irresistibU cither bj 
actual lo^ e of the chase or merely by the desire to spend a 
pleasant half hour meeting others of a higher f r equal soei il 
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standing For Jiuntiog meets partictiJarly provide numerous 
“ sociil side ” pictures, and so long as eitors and readers 
show a preference for them, tho Press photographer sliould 
tio ills best to supply them Certainlj it 13 much easier to 
get tins kind of picture than the one that uas m favour a 
few years ago 

Tlie meet is generallj held at an easily accessible place, 
and at a time of the daj when the vmter or spring light is 
at its best It IS adn^ible to be there at least a quarter of 
an hour before the ndaertisetl time as the hounds geneniH} 
move off soon after the arnv il of the Master 

A photograph of a aery aoung “follower” fondling the 
hounds appeals to some editors, e^pecmlU if the child is the 
son or daughter of the Master or some well known member 
of Societv Alwajs It IS “ names ” I 

“ Gone to Earth ” and digging out pictures often sell 
quite readilj, but to secure these sometimes neoe'"itates 
long eross countrj tramping and running If tlie operator 
can enjoy being a member of the ‘foot brigade ” however, 
some reallj good pictures ina> result A few of tho photo- 
graphs reproduced hercwafli were obtained onJ^ after seienil 
hours of following ” across all kinds of coimlrj through 
a love of the chase 

Otter hunting offers really good material for saleable 
photographs as it goncrallj takes place onud picturesque 
surroundings Social side pictures of this sport arc le-^ 
in demand than fov hunting but this is compensated b^ 
tho fact that there are opportumtics for interesting photo 
graphs of hounds either on tho river bank or taking to the 
water There is lc «3 nUeged cruelty re-pre^ented m otter 
hunting pictures than m anj other of tho ' blood siiorti ’ 
and becnu'ie of tins actual chaw ' photographs are better 
“cllcrs than in fox hunting 

‘ Fair followers negotiating a fence,’ and ‘ A inoilcni 
Pve disduns an ’tdams nssistnnco m crossing a stream,” 
are two t 3 'pf’s of pictures which often give gwxl financial 
returns and the operator should ever bo on tho look r ut for 
similar incidents Tins means that Jio “hould he a fol 
lower ', but as actual meet fdiotograplis are siUlont 
saleable otter hunting is not worth coloring unless on* 

IS prepared to tramp iip-strcam with the lionmls 
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A “ blooding ” picture is generally worth a guinea or 
two, and, as a rule, the Master will co operate with the 
Press photographer to secure one Old custom pictures 
alwa>s appeal, and the sport loving modem young woman 
will not object to havmg the blood from an otter ” pad " 
superimposed on her powder • 

Coursing is a sport that otfers few opportunities for really 
good action photographs, and even when they are secured, 
editors are not particularly keen on reproducing them A 
couple of greyhounds chasing a frightened hare is not an 
edifjing Bight to the average newspaper reader, but as it is 
not a picture that is offered to editors each day of the year, 
any really good photograph of this kind should be given a 
chance 

One of the most reproduced coursing pictiues I have seen 
showed a ladj cntlmsiast leaping across a narrow stream 
with her greyhound m her arms The caption referred to 
the care and attention which this breed of dogs receives 
Occasionally one sees a photograph of a greyhoimd being 
rubbed down and tended by its trainer after a “ course ” 
Close ups of well Imown enthusiaste generally prove average 
sellers, but, on tho whole, more coursing pictures are repro- 
duced m the Waterloo Cup week than during any four 
months of the year 

Nothing is certain in coursing, from the appearance of 
tho bare to the whereabouts of the kill, and an operator 
must have a big ehce of luck to get a really good action 
picture such as the one reproduced on page 49 

Sporting Pictures Generally. 

Practically all papers and periodicals winch reproduce 
photographs and cater for the general pubhc of Great 
Britain use sporting pictures of some land Cricket is more 
or less left to the daily Press as are cycling walking, 
WTestImg, boxing, and rowing Horse racing, both flat and 
steeplecha«;e is probably the most photographed of all 
the sports with football a close second Indeed it is rather 
difficult to say which photographs racing or football, are 
the more popular wnth editors and readers ahke Certainly 
these two sports offer the best possibilities of financial 
return to the Press photographer Generally speaking, a 

11— (T SS951 
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sporting picture of anj kind, if it is full of action and top- 
ical of the particular sport, « the most saleable of all the 
a anotis pictures that an operator is likely to get m onlinary 
circumstances 

Tlie average Britisher mil spend more time looking at a 
sjiorts picture than at any other, so the art editor of tonlaa 

V GOOD SPORTS “ACTION” riCTURF 
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knows he must sprinkle lus pages with typical sporting 
photographs This does not mean that as the demand is 
large the supply need not be of a high standard Far from 
it A sportmg illustration must * tell a tale ” in no uncer 
tarn manner , it must be ahve and full of action , it must 
portn»\ an incident which a “follower’ of the «port will 
appreciate In short it must appeal 
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It IS not aUvajs eisy to get just the right type of picture, 
but if the operator nlio sets out to capture some of the 
guineas in the sports market lias a very receptive mind, an 
alert brain and nn eje for the “interesting moment,” he 
mil find that editors are over ready to buy his pictures at 
nn> season of the jear And here is a great advantage 

1 COOD spoivrs ACTIOV riCTCTRF 


PtATr X\^II (f) In T«r Last Minutc 


which the sports picture specialist enjojs ho lias no off 
season 

Of all the branches of Press photography I thinlc "sport ' 
calls for the greatest operating skill The operator must 
newrbe loo^e he must always be on the alert to anfici 
pate w hat is going to happen It is true that some excellent 
sporting pictures Ina e Iwen obtained through pure accident , 
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un exposure was about to be made on quite an ordinary 
mcident when the unusnal and extraordinai> occurred and 
the shutter imprisoned it on the photographic plate But 
one might expose thousands of plates in the hope of some- 
tliing happemng and never W succev.ful It t, aho true 
that many n onderful action photographs have been got 
through speed of operating that la bv being able to expose 
on an mcident alreadv happening without nnv appreciable 
loss of time But more often than not the event was 
anticipated Tlie operator *oemg the action previous to 
the chmax judged what would follow and rclea cd tl c 
shutter m time to catch the greatest news value moment 
A.n excellent example of this tuning i» shown in the 
remarkable photograph on page S“ Mr Bambndge m 
his i is toiy of the piettin: I viswahred irhat 

would happen and I followed him in niy wire finder as one 
follows a rugbv tackle or similar notion In si ort he 
aNheipated the accident and exposed at the be«t posnble 
moment That is the secret of success in all kind- of Pre*«- 
photography but more especially in siiortiog picfun*^ Had 
Mr Bambndge waited until le saw the car as the photo- 
graph depicts it before deciding to relea«e lu. shutter I doubt 
very much whetl er the picture would have had such great 
nows value Certainli tet «houI 1 not have seen the ear at 
the same angle as the photograph efaow ■> it now The reason 
for thi-* Is best explained I tZimk bi quoting Mr ddoJpJe 
Abrahams F B P S In bis book The J holograpJiy of 
l/onnj 7 liesais — 

E 'ervbodj mlizM tliat tlie rrerUon of ma ind adual to a pveri st mulux 
u not to a>e tl e t«na corrrctl^ to onto — instantaotous. 1 rom ■ 
pliotoerapher » itondpoint the problcni oin bo reodle »unime<i up n ■ 
few won^ ns follows A certain nter>al of t mo must be occup hj 
tbo complicsted events «h c) occur a the ncuro-muscuUr ^^cm com 
pnsini: the seeing somctluns tho passnse of a message to the bnun ils 
rocept on and apprecut on tlicre and tlm trartslat on down llio ncrvrx 
an i muscles of the sirm ami forearm of a message whicl results in the 
orderly contractions whic) maVe the exposure I say that everybody 
real zes this* because we popularir describe persons as slow or sharps 
occorI og to tlie rap d ty of the r responses to st mul 

This mtert al of t me s called fAa mtction penoJ or lAc fa/mf pervx/ or 
more colloquialij i\t pc tenai <7110 <ra and t u mcasarable to a m nule 
fraction of a second by means of an elect cal apfMratus for the de ails of 
which I can refer anvone intereeted n (f a ai bjeet to Ilal burton a Text 
liool of Phynolof/ I think it Is evidetit that part of the irainins of 
the h gh speesl pboCoiRapher consista to shortening h s Utent period but 
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point, that knowledge of the subject photographed is an 
invaluable asset in successful exposing in the high speed 
vork of sporting photographj Undoiibtedlj , he chose his 
stand after due consideration of conditions At least, this 
IS imphed by his " -with the following uind " His motoring 
knowledge told him that there was more chance of an 
accident vhen cornermg was done tnth the tmnd rather than 
against it, and for that reason he chose the corner where 
an accident did eventually occur 

I make no apology for discussing tlus at lengtln for a® 
the Press photographer gams in expenence he will renlirc 
the great importance of what might at first appeal to be 
of little or no account Often the “ little things ” are of 
the greatest miportnnee, and none can be disregarded with 
profit 

Horse racing pictures are featuml in pmcfical)^ even 
newspaper which reproduces news pliotogroph« and the 
demand appears to be a growing one On the whole, tliei 
are of one tjpe, namely, finishes TJic most popular finish 
picture with editors to-daj is the “ head on *’ This tyjw 
generally shows the placing of the field ns t)»e winner passes 
the post Starts ” are seldom saleable Of course, if a 
“ start ’ photograph depicts an accident, it sliould bo circii 
Iitcd and given a clianco The “socnl side” of horse 
racing must not be neglected Clo«o ups of well known 
owners and sportsmen m the paddock or ring are often good 
sellers to the illustrated weeklies as well as man) of the 
dailies When submitting tliese " personalities ” pnnts, 
eaeiy caro must be taken to ensure accuracj' of n imes, etc 

Rtceplcchosing photographs are popular during the season 
and on several occasions I have known a “ fall ” to be a 
re til) good seller 

Cricket photograph) is only possible with a \eri long 
focus lens, and certainl) not with a camera that can lie 
earned easily from place to placot I behtvo seicral stillT 
o}terators are specialists m tins branch of pliotograph) but 
if an operator has the necessary apparatus and alulita — 
together with the necessary permussion to fit up ladders 
and planks within the ground — the experiment should lie 
worth tr)ing But os in footlmll minor ftanis are not 
worth photographing 
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noting photographs are jjmcticnlly confined to the Boat 
Race pro^wr, so that the nvcmgc frcc-lanco operator has 
not many opportunities ol getting solenblo pictures. Boxing, 
being more or less a " business " in these commercinlizet! 
dajs, need not ho discu‘^1, ns tho photographic riglits of 
all the most important matches nn* bouglil at a higii fee, 
either by an individual paper or nn tigency. Wrestling jne- 
turcs arc not usually gooil sellers, unices a reallij good action 
photograpli is secured. Walking and c> cling occasionally 
provide a negative uorthnfew rcprotluctions, but, generally 
sjieaking, these two sports nrc not lery remtinemtnc to tho 
pressman 

Tennis pictures arc popular with the nicmge art editor, 
hut cameras are now banned on the courts at many of tho 
leading clubs owing, it is said, to the objections raised by 
some plajers to the presence of an ojicnitor at fairly close 
quarters. Operating from tlio stand is nearly always jwr- 
inittcd, nnd in such cases a telephoto lens )s of great assis- 
tance. Here again, a knowledge of the game is invaluahle, 
and one must anticipate tlio mosements and strokes of tho 
plajera m order to secure tho best pictures. 

With regard to tlio exposure necessary for success, no 
liard and fast rule can laid down. So much depends 
upon angle of view, distance of subject, speed of subject 
across the plate, nnd limb movement Wlien the light is 
poor nnd the movement of the subject is rapid, it is better 
to get a smaller but fully exposed image without a blur 
and gne it a greater degree of enlargement when jirmting, 
than to have a comparatively larger image probably under- 
exposed, and “ fuzzy ” through movement In poor light 
it IS easier to get "sparkle” into a negative when the 
subject is ten yanls away than when it is onlj five 



ciunru \m 

anSCELLANEOUS TYPES OF PICTURES 
The Odd Pictures 

As I )ia\ e pomted out el cwhert m this book the mcming 
of news tc>-(la\ is verv eomj relieiisn t anti where 
pictures an. concenied it includes pnicticall} ercri thing 
that IS intere^/inf/ ^\c mustrcmcniber howeier, that niw 
pajxjrs are not tlio onl> market for mtcrcsting photographs 
There are do7cns of periodicals and joumaL» tl at require 
photographic illustrations as a means of education for 
making written dc cnptions more clear, for amu«cmcnt and 
for a great number of other obvious purpo.'tcs Indeetl there 
aro few journals and magaane« either recreational ediiea 
tional or trade that do not me photographs in their 
pages for some purpose or other In some a senes is required 
wlule m others a single picture of a particul ir tipe answers 
the purpose “ Senes photographs roaj Jiave been «5ecured 
as a whole but it u more probable that each was taken 
when opportunit} offered and put aside for future u«c when 
sufficient material had been collected to illustrate a ^»r 
ticular subject Here is nn illu>lration of the point A few 
5 ears ago I saw on eatremely mtere tmg ecnes of picture-’ 
showang the different tapes of gate locka and cati.he« «een 
in countrj rambles ^ow the^e I am sure were not col 
lected m anj one daj but were gradually got together at 
odd moments bj an observant operator who had an c^‘e for 
pictures As a benes with a few short descriptive note- 
I should iniagme that they sold readily to the magazine in 
which thev appeared but 1 doubt whether any mdmdimi 
prmt w ould have been saleable on its own 

As the observant operator goes about from place to place 
he IS bound to find opportunities for gettmg odd picture* 
By the odd picture I mean a photograph of an event 
person or thing that has news value but is not dirccth 
m the news There are hundreds of such pictures 
waitmg to be photographed and many an editor would 
gladlj reproduce them For instance dozens of old custoiiH 
156 
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«luch art peculiar to ccrtim towns nnd Milages lia>o not 
been featured m our neuspapera and mngazmes ^\hcthe^ 
It IS in connection ^^lth boundarj riding fishing, hnnestmg 
marnages or majornl elections, anj one photographed for 
its ntus \aluo would present a picture tliat would be 
welcomed in at least one ncwapajicr or inagannc office 
If prints art wisely circulated it js nioro hi el> that several 
sales will result There are not a few papers journals, and 
mngirmes that would gladly use a senes of three or four 
prints if the quaintncss ami diversity of the custom were 
portri\ed in a reallj interesting \va\ 

Then dotted about the countryside, there arc dozens of 
peculiarly shajied old houses quaint urn signs ancient ami 
historic bridges that are giving way to meet the demands of 
modem trafiie clnirclics that have somctlnng peculiar or 
interesting within or w ithout their w dU and a host of other 
things too numerous to mention 
I remember seeing in seicral papers a photograph of n 
bo\ at the side of a country lane whciem people of the 
neighbourhood placed any parcels tiiey wished to send 
through the distant post office This box was quite open 
but it had never been 1 nown for anyone to steal any of the 
parcels before tlio postman paid his regular visit to collect 
them And one of my papers quite recently showed a 
potato winch when dug up near filaidcnhcad was found to 
be the mount of a toy cowrboy that had been thrown away 
some months prea lously To-raorxow there may be a photo 
graph of a cat mothering a young fox or otter a cow with 
four calves a church converted into a garage and >50 on 
All have a certain amount of interest or news lalue and 
each senes to show that if the Press photographer is 
observant many a good gumea can be earned by the 

odd picture 

Mai e the most of every opportumty That is a slogan 
well worth keeping in mind If the operator can acquire 
the liabit of thtnling tn pictures he w ill see picture possi 
bilities m places scenes liappemngs etc not previously 
dreamt of Tlie odd pietme is very often a mucli better 
«eller than a topical one which shows something directly 
in the news 

Do not discard the ‘ odd picture negatives after use 
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file them iindir tlicir rcspoctuo liendin^jS an<l ndil to them 
%vlicne\or O])j>ortiinit} jK*rimts It js surprising how soon 
n ‘collection’ iiccumulatcs I Imo in stock «hat I con 
siller to be one of the finest Mines of otter hunting negitivcs 
for thp\ siiow e\cr^ phase of the sport A great inanj 
reproductions from single negatives have nirendv appeared 

\ I IlONTJsriFCI PicruRi 
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in all lands of papers and magasincs as news picture 
and I liavc everj hope of getting a really good fee one of 
those daj’s for a long senes of them Since the first of tin 
collection was tal en there has not been any great change 
either m the sport or the style of dress of Master and 
followers so that they are not what professional operators 
call dated Hence their valne has not decreased m 
any way 

Tliere are two subjects which eveiy Press photographer 
ought to collect — heads and houses In Tlie \nlue 
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of Portraits,” I shall ili'.cuss m dclnil the imj>orta!ice of a 
collection of “ heads.” hut ns I incliiilc " houses ” w itii " odd 
pictures,” I shall endca^ our to indicate m \\y and how photo- 
praph> of historic count n,’ mansions, famous ruins and castles, 
residences of A\ell-kno\\n jiooplc, and notable puidic btuldings 
shnuhl. and c.\n, Ik* collectcrl. Let us first con^-tder u In . 

A FHONTlSPIIX:n inCTURK 



There are several wajs in wliicli a coimtr> mansion, a 
caatle, or a similar budding can come into the iie\is of the 
day, but for illustration it mil be sufTicient to indicate one 
only A fire may occur and bum a mansion to the ground 
But, it may be said, a photograph of the bumt-out building 
will be much more acceptable to editors than one shomng 
it unharmed Tins is true But suppose the fire occurs 
at a late hour of the day, so that it is impossible to get to 
the scene, secure negatives, and get back in time to put 
them aboard the last tram for I^mdon In all prohabihtj 



ICO THE COItPLETE PttESS PlIOTOQRAPlItK 

the no«3 of the fire will reach the newspaper offices in time 
for insertion in the next morning s issue and unless the nuned 
residence is very famous its nens value as printed news lull 
be very small twentj four hours later If the newspapers 
have not a photograph of the buildmg m stock and notlimg 
is subzmtted to them in time for pubhcation m the i<!siie 
being prepared nhen the fire occurs the> will use one the 
follomng daj showmg the hall intact rntiier than notlung 
at all Even if the operator knows he can get pictures 
showing the damage to London m time for reproduction in 
the editions being prepared the daj following tho Drc he 
should either send the stock negative of the liouse to an 
agency or submit prmts direct to tho offices There is 
alivays the chance of acceptance with the London evening 
papers the day following if the fire is of more than purely 
local interest 

Of course distance from London lufl decide the best 
course to adopt m tlus and similar cases 

These photographs of mansions etc should be added to 
at every opportumty and filed carcfuU> so that nn> par 
ticular one can be secured immediately ulien it comes into 
the news in any way If there are interesting or histone 
legends etc associated with them they should be tluly noted 
in the caption for they mil help tho sale 

Fairly good prices are paid by a few journals for good 
frontispieces The Sttiday Compamon and the II cefZy 
Telegraph to mention but two are ever ready to consider 
smtable photogrnplis for this purpo e Two ncccjitoil 
pictures of this type are reproduced on pages 15S and 161 
Posing should not be obvious otliemi e rejection is 
certain 

Bathing studies arc always in good demand throughout 
the summer But let it bo whispered that such photogrnpli'i 
sell better if the captions reprc*«nt pretty girl-’ at such 
reports as Bngliton Torquay Scarborough or Blackpool f 
rquall^ good pictures might come from little uni now n 
seaside places but they do not find the s ime re idj sale 
Tho wlums and fancies of editors and tho public arc strange 
but facts must bo faced 

A batl mg picture caption si ould be short nnil j itli> 

Do not write a lot of de«cnpti\e matter nl out tho j 1 ice or 
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tho subject Here is a typical nud descriptive caption 
‘ Its the first big wave that takes >oiir breath an ay at 
Bndhngtou 

I do not tbinl it is good policy to broadcast any one 
pirticular bathing study Art editors 1 ecp an eye on illus 
trations used by otlier papers and though they realize that 
It IS perfcctlv legitimate to submit a picture to every paper 
in the country they prefer tins class of photograph uhen 
they luiou that it is being circulated to comparatively feu 
papers Trequcntly I indicate on the had of the print the 
number «ient out such as Only six circulated It is a 
policy that pays in the end 

The demand for natural history photographs appears to 
be increasing In the daily papers alone ue frequently sco 
tu 0 or three Zoo pictures besides others of bird or animal 
life This class of picture often calls for infimte patience 
and no small measure of photographic ability but really 
good prices can be obtained for good uorl Gameleepers 
can be of great assistance to the photographer who tal e« 
up natural lustory as a side Une not only for supplying 
details for a picture but in giving facihties for securing it 
and advising generally 

Then there are the season and hardy annuals 
lear m and year out at the appropriate times ue >500 
pictures showing the gatlienng of the first primroses col 
lecting the palm for Easter decorations preparing to 
dye Easter eggs a httle toddler with a ridiculous amount of 
luggage on a railway platform with the caption Oil for the 
holidays a Guy Fawles study Gettmg ready for the 
big bang etc With this type of photograph the operator 
must look ahead and submit prints in good time for often 
it js First come first served Ongmahty witlrm bounds 
and reason is a valuable asset when plannmg these pictures 
The caption too should have punch If the study is 
good a little word play will make it more acceptable 

The Value oi Portraits 

IVhafc should an operator coffect ^ is a question often 
asked V ell a hve Press photographer collects e\ ery 
thmg hi ely to be of use from the common things to the 
freaks In the news line there are two subjects which eveiy 
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operator ought to collect and file for future use — “ heads ’ 
and houses In “The Odd Pictures’ I hare untten on 
the value of the latter so I shall confine ra>‘;clf here to the 
more important subject — portraits But perhnp-' * por 
traits’ IS a misleading lumc at least, taking it in its accepted 

THE tAl.EiE or PORTIUITS 
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iiicuning at the pre'^cnt daj I do not mean tint thc^c 
photographs of notable jieople or anyone hkel> to ha\i 
news value to daa to morrow or even n year hence must 
ncccssanli be studio portraits Perhaps “ pcraonalific". 
aould be the better term 

The vajs in which a per>>on may come into the nows 
are practically mniimcrablc certainly they are too many 
to mention here in detail It requires little imnginition to 
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Uuuk of a t'ton of ^\a>8 lu k&j tune than it ^^oul(l take to 
«rito tlicm down As tkt activities of modern life extend 
in bo nianv direction'^ and arc '»ofar renclnng inv readers will 
agree when I saj that no matter how tarcfulK a list of these 
was luado it could never Iks coinjdcto, for the actual hapjicn 
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r t) er onn ur botli of tio I oda on tl mo pagwi Bpi)cnrrl n il 
follow e popora Oo fy Jl/ tiTor OailjUIMth Oo fy Irapl le f^nify jl/<i / 
DaCfj Afu* l>atlj l/iralJ t/ailjf Ifupatei /><nfy /rcortf Tintu U eti 
n nsfrr (la fUe b eni j ^laniard Lttdt Xltre ry S/ejTcW Trie it ,1 
Liitrpool Co rer /, n«Hy aid 2 nea d Itde 

mgs of life as it is to daj often go beyond all imagination 
Hence no matter how imhkelv » person may appear as n 
“ news subject ’ to day he or she may be the central figure m 
acase of world mterestto raorrowr orajeai hence For that 
reason a photograph of that person may be valuable indeed 
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Of coiipjc I do not mem that tlic operator ehould j)Iioto- 
graj I» all and sundry in the ho|Hj that tfio originat of one 
of lu3 heads Mill figure prominently in the news one 
day and thus afford him the opportunity of making good 
usQ of the photograph ^^h■lt I do mean js that it is a 
good plm to secure cIo«e ups of focal as well as national 
cclebnties m every sphere of life at every opportunity In 
all probabihty sooner or iatcr they Mill Tgure m the news 
of the day m some way or other and a head and shoulder? 
or a full length photograph of the person concerned !■< 
always mcII worth circulating 

One day I picked up at random a copy of the Datl j SLelck 
and the Daily Minor and I counted twenty llirce portrait® 
or heads in the former and twenty two m the htter 
Of these nmctceu and sixteen respectively came under for 
future use luctures and the remaining four md six were 
photographs of mdividiinl people token at tlie particular event 
m the news This proves that heads ore good sellers 
Wien attending all outdoor functions where men and 
women m the public eye forgather or appear mdividualh 
the pressman bav the opportunity at seme time or other of 
getting some of these pcf'onahties Probably ho can 
make use of them in connection with the event it®elf but 
whether this is po®®tble or not he should look ahead and 
get close ups heads or full lengths of the people most 
likely to figure in the news and file them tor future u e 
The grenteat care however must be exercised in this 
matter There must bo no doubt about the identity ot the 
person or persons photographed Make certam that it is 
Lord So-ind So Accuracy of names comes before technical 
excellence of photograph when submitting personahtie® 
for editors are held responsible for any pubhshed errors^ — 
which can occasionally turn out to be rather costly When 
indoubt leave it out should be kept constantly in mind 
If the personabty requued is included in a group wath 
other figures w hich make it awkward to pnnt without their 
inclusion it IS sometimes advisable to block ont the 
rest of the negative and make an enlarged transparency 
From this an enlarged or contact negative — half plate wall 
generally be b g enough — can be made But generally 
speaking a suitable prmt can be securetl from the onginol 
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ncgituc If there h \n oflcnding bickgrouml the editor 
Will give in'striictions to the artist for its removal A box 
of paints and a brush can do wonders I 

The Stunt Picture 

Ongmahtj is a great as«ict to n photographer in search of 
news picture-' Frequcntlj striking example-? of it some 
good and some had apjiear in the dailv and wceklj Press 
Tonlaj an illustration in one of mj daily papers depicts 
the arrual of four Indj competitors at a sports meeting 
they are mounted on a motor cjcle which is obaiousl^ 
standing still and all four look dcculcdU happier than thej 
would bo if the machmo were in motion and under control ! 
I saj under control because the average person can see that 
under the circmnstanees control would be impossible 
ISow to me this is vmadultoratod misrepresentation for 
the caption «aja that the ladies are arming ami I tlunk 
that this tjpe of picture should not be reproduced in anj 
pajier as news Accoitling to tlio caption it la nows 
If this a cry ob\ lousl^ posed pliotograph bad been captioned 
as n stunt picture then nolhmg could have been said 
against its reproduction But therem lies the mistal e 
There «hould not bo an) ‘ faking of news A‘ stunt 
picture 13 often a welcome addition to a newspaper for it 
diaplaj s originalit} of thought is frequently daring in execu 
tion and sometimes shows smart photographic abilitj It 
Is a departure from the usual and novelty appeals to the 
a\erage person But its caption should not describe it as 
news ' that is an actual occurrence if obviously it is not 
Of course it may be said But it did happen It had to 
liappen before it could be photographed True — to a 

certain extent Let me give an instance of a glaring stunt 
new s picture 

Some time ago in the two local daily papers published m 
a certain district a weddmg of some local importance was 
featured In addition to two or tliree of the usual wedding 
pictures each paper reproduced a jumpmg the pettmg 
stool scene One of these w'^ technically rather poor 
but it certauily eliowed the happj couple leaving the church 
precincts and keeping up a very old custom The other 
was a fake — and a poor one It was one of the most 

— (T SS9il 



ICC TIU COMPLETE PRESS WIOTOORAniER 

obrjoiisl^ posed nflmrs I have Dicr secH in a ears of sludv 
of the Pre'a Appnrentlv the staff operator had either felt 
sure that his negative of the actual scene was poor and 
useless or else he had n«s«cd the picture altogether In 
anj case ho tried to satisfy nlitonal requirements hj per 
suading the hndal pair anti one of the wedding guests to 
assist him to stage the scene again The result was the 
picture in question The setting was immistakabh the 
back entrance of n private liou«e spectators — as shown in 
the origin'll scene — were totalh absent and though the 
stool used was a fair copj of the one at the church thewholc 
picture cried out Pal c And when compared with tl c 
other p vper a reproduction well — I 
J»ow mj point is tlus Having a scene re-enacted is 
porfectli legitimate Press phofograplij provided the result 
jiortrajs the scene as it really was '^ores of such pictures 
apjiear in tie Press m the course of a jear but news 
pictures — and even wed lings come under that heading — 
should never 1 e faked The Press is a pubbe service and 
truth ought to be tl c first considemtion For editors to 
tolerate fal es is to encourage them and faking leads to 
wrong impressions and endless trouble cventuallj" 

A certain agenc> liad cause to regret a scoop it made 
inth faked news pictures The story is too long to tell here 
but it wall suffice to say that tins, particular agency thought 
it Imen a good thing with which to make what I beheve 
was to bo its entry into the newspaper world To get the 
p ctures meant a 300 miles jouniej to a lonelj hut famous 
spot and an operator was sent Strangely enough this 
scoop was also m connection with a wedding and the 
old customs associated with it in that distnot A mistake 
was made in the date however and the operator arnved a 
fortnight too early Peternuned not to be beaten he per 
suaded a few of the villagers to arrange a mock wedding 
and go through the vnnous peculiar customs before and 
after the usual mamage service Of course it was not 
necessarj to try to persuade the village pnest to do his 
part as the news value was purely m the customs For 
t inatelj for the operator (•) the vicar was absent from tl e 
village at tie time for otherwise permission to use tie 
cl urchv ard for the staging of the st int wo ild not 1 arc 
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been {3I xnttd Ihe pictures won. sccurt-d liout\cr nnd a 
few dajs hter there was scnrcelj n picture u«ing paper m 
the countrj which did not «how one two three or four of 
them It was a fccoop ’ indeed I 
Then within n few dajs tlio stor} of tlio fake reached 
I Icct Street Art editors learned how the} had been duped 
into publishing faked news — for it must bo said that the 
captions proclnimctl a wetldmg — and tJicir decisions were 
practicall} instaiituneous and miammous Blacl balled ’ 
Yes and I know that I am correct when I saj that some 
editors not onl} blackhalied the agenej but the} refused 
to pa} for the published pictures f Jsccdless to say when 
the true facts were knowm the scoop was a scoop 
no longer 

\es there is a great danger in fal mg nciM pictures 
Let a stunt picture be represented as iv stunt picture 
and bo sure that }our captions cannot be mismtcrprctod 
into actual news Had the agenc} mentioned abo^e sub 
mitted the series of pictures to a magazine ns illustrating 
peculiar customs then tins story could not lm\e been giicn 
to show the danger— and reward — of fal mg news 
If you miss a picture and it is impossible to stage it 
with accuracy' forget about it Further do not pose a 
picture that can bo secured m dtrecl action posing always 
tends to cause woodenness and therefore lessons news value 
Bo original but keep withm the bounds of possibility — and 
probability There aro fewer probables than jossibles 

Flashlight Photography 

Soon after the amateur photographer sets out on the 
news picture road he will find that picture possibilities 
present themselves at many an indoor function I need 
not give a list of such possibilities they are too obvious 
to require suggestion or tabulation But the amateur may 
imagine that even though he has done some quite passable 
flashhght photograpl y in the seclusion of his own 1 ome it 
is too big a step to flashhght Press pictures Let me 
say at once that flashlight photography of the straigl t 
kind by which I mean pictures tliat do not require fancy 
lighting effects is infinitely simpler than photograpl y out 
of doors when the light is rather poor and the action of the 



lOS Tilt covri i ri. inr^^ ruoTOORAViiFn 

svibjtcl dem mds i Jngh pliuitcr speed In Iced it is com 
parativel) eas) , and if the ojienitor ndliCR h to certain simple 
rules he can Iio sure of good results 

It 19 not mj intention hero to teach the amateur pressman 
tho fiimplo art of flashlight pliotogrnplij but rather to 
impress upon him its j ossibihtics with regard to news 
pictures and to offer one or two practical fiuggestions and 
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hints There are two or three quite good little books wliich 
deal extensively with tho art ae it is applied to ordinaiy 
photography and the reader cm study these if 1 e wishes to 
be directed into its imagined intncacies 
The necessary equipment is small and inexpensive There 
are several flashlamps on the market some operated by 
tngger and percussion cap and some by spring wheel and 
flint Of the two kinds Agfa and Spredhte respec 
tively are the best known and they are the type generally 
use I by Press photographers Witli careful 1 andhng tl ey 
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(trc ab-'clutcli to »<5c 'Hit, dprittg ulieol and /!infc l}i>c 
IS tho more hi elj of tht two to give trouble, but proMtleil 
there IS no undue crtreles»nes«} it is safe to o]KTOtc in tho 
TuajouU of circumstances 

A good powder is the K*cn.t of succc'sful work It should 
be as drj and as fresh as possible when u^cd Hut, if the 
instructions gi\ cn w ith each make are follow ed, there should 

Tilt lossiuiUTiis oi tLasnuGitT rnoTociui’in 
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not be any trouble about instantaneous firing Of course 
i! percussion caps are used tliey too must bo kept dry 
There are sufficient brands of powder on tho marl et from 
wluch to mal e a choice All cKim to be smokeless veiy 
actinic etc but I find that ‘ Agfa and Victor ’ are better 
than any others Both of these powders arc unaffected by 
friction and tins is a great advantage 

Of course a stand for tho camera is a necessity and it 
should be of the ready at-once pattern ratlier thari one made 
in several pieces I thinl that the Tajoiaj Quid set is 
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wTtliout nval and it is a fivounte with professional opera 
tori Tins stand is remarkably light and yet it is steads 
and firm 

It IS alwaj’s advi«able to get pernussion to fire a fia«h in 
any pnrate or public budding iiot that there is an^ danger 
of fire except of course m a decorated hall where paper 
festoons etc are hung acKKs the ceding but rather as an 
act of courtesj Do not firo a flash without first warning 
tho-'O concerned or without receiving the ti< ent of the 
person or persons to be photographed Some time ago a 
well known duchess refu'^ to be fla«ldjghted The occa 
Sion was a function offering good picture pO'sibdities and 
operators a ho were present wonder«l at the apparentlv 
'sudden change as previously the ladv m question bad been 
one of the mo'^t obhging persons It was not untd a few 
weeks afterwards that I learned the reason for the refusal 
I met a staff operator of a certam paper and he told me that 
he was the person responsible for without either a«kmg 
permission or giving a naming lehad fired ontheduchess 
uhen she was in the middle of a speech at n function just 
preaaous to the one mentioned above I am pleased to sna 
however that the ban was not imposed for long and this 
peeress is as charming and obhging to Press photographers 
as ever she n as 

Do not be thoughtless, when firing in n crowde<l 1 all 
or ballroom for though there are ««vcnil brands of jww tier 
advertised as smokeless I have jet to «ee the one that is so 
As it IS but reasonable to expect big flashes to leave behind 
correspondmg volumes of smoke it not at all courteous to 
use more powder than is necessary to give a satLfncton 
negative (The fla«hhght negatne should not be den e 
it is better to have it on the tl in side to get the I cst 
} nnt from it This is cspeciallv so d heads are prom 
inent for otherwise the pnntcd face will be nothing 1 ut an 
oval of high light wath dots for eje ) Some ojierators persist 
m doubling or trebling the neccssaia amount in onler to 
use a small stop — and then thev clear off ns qiiickh as 
possible 

For the first few minutes after firing a flash in a lofti 
building It maj appoir that the powder is nnllj sniokeIe«s 
1 ut unless tl e bml ling is exceedingly well \cntilftte<1 the 
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smoke will ilf'Ccml «ml cau^c a wrtiuii iimoiuit of unpleas- 
antness to those who remain after the pliotograj)her has 
gone. Courtesy costs less than poiuler. 

Ju>t as lie is ahout to expose in a heated hall, the ojicrator 
may find that hU lens has " condensed *’ rather badly. This 
is duo to the change of tcmperatiiro, and it often hajipens 
after ojicrating with the same camera out-of-doors w hen the 
weather is cold and damp. If tJio camera can bo left, 
opened out, in a warm room for an hour or so before use m 
the hall, the risk of the Jens coiidcrtstiig will bo niitunurod 
Failing that, a little “trick” of the profession is worth 
knowing. Place the lens m the trousers pocket for a few 
minutes before use indoors, and the natural heat of the 
body will “ tone ” it up and entirely ebmmato all possibility 
of condensation 

After flashlight work it w adiisablo to dust the camera 
tlioTougidy, inside and outside, to get nd cl any particles 
of powder that may prove troublc'-omo afterwards. 
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FINANCIAL AND OTHER DETAILS 
Supplyinff Pnvate Pnnls 

DuiilNO ft jcnrs working I liiindreiU of ]n\afo 

jmnf'! from ncRaltrts — nnd no fnn Knee cm nflon! 

to Ignore ftll “ucli })o^«tbIc Pftk*! for tlirv nt lcn«t !>.'»% f*onic 
of tlio o\crlicn(l rlurgc* MJtli ns liglitttig Iiiiting ninl 
jtcrhfips rent It H iw««ibfe llwt the nmitcttr-> fir't repro- 
duction nift\ siifliiKOth uiterest ft miinticr of jieoplc to 
mnki them wish for n few pnnta In this case tlie> will 
write to (ho ofJl« of tho ncn-^piporin which the pJiDtngmpli 
npiw'imM.l ftnd the o<li{or will either ndvi^e them ns to the 
owner of the cojn right or jnss the h tier* on to the ojx.rator 
for nltention 

Now tlu licgmntr will prohnhtv l>e nt a low fts to what 
charges he should make for these pn\ fttcprmls Accordiiigh 
m the hope tint it will lie of eome nssistince I nm ginng a 
list of ms own churges For a number of \car«. I hire 
strictly fldhend to this J^t ami I find tint it w pmcticalls 
idcnticnl with thftt set out h\ the luuling pT|>eis ftiid 
■igcnciM — 

0 H 0 <1 

Halfilato ninckanlWt «■ Unmo niol I II Mountol ** 0 

W I ole plots 0 4 

10 in X Sin 3 0 r C 

Tost Frfc 

Of course tlicre arc photographers and papers charging 
as httio as Is for an unmounted whole phte print hut 
judging from what I ha\c seen of tliCMi on several occasions 
it has been an oiercharge They had been ‘ tumeil out — 
that js the onl^ won ! — -from negatives which had iirither 
been carefully huidled nor adequately cleaned and spotted 
After being badly printed md developed they had been 
washed dried glazed m part® and never allowed to npproacli 
the trimming board or the finishing easel With all their 
blemialies they had been placed in ftn eni elope without ft 
protecting board The mail bag did the finishing ’ 

17“ 
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Jvow I \tl Morknnmhip <lots not jtKtif\ a charge 

nor it rcisoinblc that bccau-^e n print has not been 
charged for at the highest rate it should bo sent out in such 
a condition Whether the charge is Cd or Cs no jirofc^sion 
ix«5pocting ojicmtor should allow a dud print to go from 
his hands E\ erj photograph si nt out pri\ atel} should bo 
wortli} of its phcc In frinjo or nlbiini Chnrgo a reasonable 
price and ico tint full \nlue is given Fverj print sold 
ought to be well printed fixed washed and fmi^bcd and 
then adcqintoU protected when posted 
Personally I get tho biat prices but I sec that the utmost 
V aluo 13 gi\ on in return A photograph is not meant to ho 
looked at and then thrown nviav tho pressman should 
h ive no less pride of craft than his brother of the studio 
An Order Book should be kept so that a record of anv 
trinsaction cati bo traced with acenmey oini practice 
IS to enter each order immediately on reel ipt and to dispatch 
a printed card acknowledging the order If a new customer 
niako*i an inquiry I invnnably acknonleilgo bv letter 
enclose mv j nee h«t and await a repi\ I tmd it is more 
8\ti factory both to tho enstomer and to myself to have 
Ins or her approval of the pnee before the order is proceeded 
with 

Good workmanship should be the aim when printing and 
finishing the^e pri% ate prints The stamp of an ojierntor s 
name on tho bad of a photograph that lias given pleasure 
to a customer may be tho means of securing him entree 
to a function of a more or less private nature There is 
no telling what such an introduction may mean some 
day 

The Free-lance and the St<df Operator — Co-operation or 
Rivalry? 

Once tho amateur pressman is established and regularly 
covering news events over a fairly wide area he will 
often come m contact with other operators both staff men 
and free-lances At first he may imagine that the free 
fauces especiaify vviii resent ins appearance and periiaps go 
out of their way to put him off the scent and because 
a certain amount of rivalry exists he wifl not dare to join 
in the general conversation in quiet moments Let me 



CHAPTER MV 

FINANCIAL AND OTHER DETAILS 


Supplying Private Prints 


Dubino a years worlong I supplj lumdreds of private 
prmts from Press negatives — and no free lance cm afford 
to Ignore all such possible sales for they at least paj some 
of the overhead charges such as hghting heating an 1 
perhaps rent It is possible that the amateur s first rej ro 
duction may sufficiently interest a number of people to 
make them wish for a few prints In tins ca«e thej will 
vntc to the office of the newspaper m whicli the photograph 
appeared and the editor 011)! either adn«e them as to the 
owner of the copynght or pass the letters on to the operator 
for attention 

Now the beginner ndl probably be at a Joss as to wl at 
cliargcs he should, mal e for the«c private pnnt s Accorduiglj 
m the hope that it will be of some assistance I am gmng a 
list of my own charges For a number of years I 1 a'o 
strictly adhered to this list and I find that it is practicailv 
identical nith that set out Ij the leading j apen» and 
agencies — 


Half plate DUcK and tVh (e Unmounted 
hole plate 
10 n X 8 n 

Post Free 


1 9 arounte<i 2 0 
3 0 "5 


Of course tliere are photographers, and papers charging 
as little as Is for an unmounted whole plate print but 
judging from what I have seen of these on several occasions 
it Jias been an overcharge TJoy had been turned out — 
that IS the onl\ uord — from negatives vhich had ncitl er 
been carefuUj handled nor adequately denned and spotted 
After being badl> printed and developed tl e\ had been 
tvashed dned glazed in^xirts andncveralloued to approach 
tie trimming board or tie finishing easel Vith all tleir 
1 lemisbes they had been placed in an envelope witl out a 
protecting board Tl o mail bag did the finisl ing ' 
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J«o\\ hid workman Inp tltxs not jti lif^ s ‘slullnip charge 
nor IS it rci onablc that Iccaw i R print hna not been 
charged for at tUo liiglicst rate it should bo sent out in sucli 
a condition \Miethor tbo charge is Cd orTs no profession 
respecting operator should allow a dud print to go from 
his Innda Fverj photograph sent out prnatcl^ should be 
worthj of its place in frame or album Cliargc a reasonable 
price and see that full value is given Tverj print sold 
ought to be well printed fixed waslcd and finished and 
tl oil adequatclj protecteel wl en posted 
Personally I get the host j rices hut I see th it the utmost 
\ able IS gi\ en in return A photograph is not meant to he 
looked at and then throwai away the pressman should 
I avc no less pndc of craft than his brother of the studio 
i\ii Order Book should bo kept so that a record of nn\ 
transaction can Ic traced with accuracy My own practice 
IS to enter each onlor immcdiatclv on receipt and to dispatch 
a printed card acknowledging the order If a new customer 
makes an inquiry I invariably acknowledge by letter 
cnclo e my jnee list and await a reply I find it is more 
satisfactory botli to the customer and to myself to have 
hes or her approval of the price before the order is proccedo I 
with 

Good workinansl ip should bo the aim when printing and 
rmshing these private prmts Hie stamp of an operator s 
name on the back of a photograph that has given pleasure 
to a customer may bo tlio means of securing him ontrde 
to a fimction of a more or less private nature Tliero la 
no telbng what such an introiluction may mean some 
day 


The Free-lance and the Staff Operator— Co-operation or 
Rivalry? 

Once the amateur pressman is established and rcgularU 
covering news events over a fairly «ule area ho will 
often come in contact with other operators both staff men 
and free lances At first he may imagine that tl e free 
hneea especmlly wiU resent Im tppeamnee and perhaps go 
out o£ their rvay to put hun off the scent aid because 
a certain amount of rivalry exists ho mil not dare to loin 
in the general convereation in rpiict moments Let me 
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assure him that as fine a spmt of freeinasonrj easts among 
Press photographers geneiall} as is to be found anywhere 
Provided the new comer display s the right spint and does not 
attempt, to use the vernacular, to “ teach his grandmother 
how to suck egg« *' or assume an attitude of boastfulnc'S, 
he will find that, as a rule, both staff man and free-lance 
mil extend a fnendship that will be appreciated on man} 
a future occasion 

Of course, there is nvah} , but it is always friendly and 
pleasant The staff operator likes to get Ins paper “ one 
up ” on otliers And wh} not * He does not try to get 
ahead of the operator of a nval paper for any personal 
gratification but inereh for the ‘«ake of lus paper Indeed, 
rival operators are generally the best of fnends So it is 
mth the ma]ont\ of free lances There are exceptions, but 
thej are negligible 

Now let us consider the “ feeling ” between the «taff 
ojierator and the free lance Should there be nvaliw or 
mutual co-opcration * Both — at the correct time Eivnlr\ 

13 a fine spur when it is friendly, and on many occasions 
CO operation is valuable to both staffman and free lance 
Here is a ca«e for co operation Suppose a staff operator 
and a free lance meet on a job and find that a particular 
ceremony offers iico really good pictures a do e up and a 
general view at the same moment The\ reahzo that to 
make the news value of the event complete, both pictures 
are necessar} But how are the} to be secured * Co-opem 
tion provides the solution Why should one operator get 
only a general view and the other a elo'e up when both can 
secure the two pictures by a «imple arrangement between 
tliemselves * One can take tiro general views and the otlier 
tiro close ups in rapid succession and then they can make 
a little exchange ' It is done quite frequent!} Such 
the spirit existing among news photographers to-da} 

Wlien wntmg on Pictonal Jouiaiaham in bis book Jour 
nahsin for Profit Michael Joseph 8a}‘s ‘ The words ‘ Press 

photographer are usualh sufficient to take you anvwhere, 
but a free lance should alirai/s give u-ag lo a staff photographer 
whenever opportunity occurs You will find he will help 
^ ou in return (The itahcs are mine ) 

Now let me aclvi-e everj would be operator to do no such 
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thing— to gi\o \\a\ (il antj Ume to a at^tl photographer 
Besides it IS not done ^\ 1»J should a free lance give n aj 
to a staff operator « Mr Joseph gives the > oung journalist 
much good ndvico but certamlj the advice he offers to 
nould be Pre^s photographers m the ‘sentence quoted is not 
good And I c in assure both Mr To eph and a-?piring 
pressmen that no decent staff operator expects a free lance 
to give wa\ to him on anj occasion neither docs a rec 
lance offer to stand aside The free lancc is oftm more 
capable than some of his colleagues on the^ staff an 
certainly m mam instances he enjoa s a greater standing 
m the newspaper norld I do not saj this disparaging j 
but onh to state a recognized fact I l*nou free lances 
who have ropcatedl} refusM the offer of a staff appointmen 
on leading papers — an offer that was extended to them 
because of their marked abdit> 

No do not give way to an> operator staff or free lance 
\ou are out to get pictures on eierj po sible occasion 
And let me repe it that no staff operator will expect 3 on to 
give w aj to him 


Transport 

As the Press photographer gams m cxpenence his area of 
operation will naturallj extend and unless he alrea \ 
possesses a car or a motorcycle he will find that being 
dependent on the railwaj for getting to jobs in the majori ^ 
of localities avill often mean long waits and imnece sar\ 
waste of time not to mention the expense In some 
districts it is true there arc now bus services m all direc 
tions at frequent intervals throughout the day but n great 
manj picture po^sibibties are m places bevond such 
services and the operator must secure a means of rave 
independent of both railwaj and bus if he i» to get to ami 


from jobs in good time , 

The car undoubtedly provides a ready rchable and com 
fortable means of transport but the average beginner m 
Press photography will find it far be^ ond his pocket Upkeep 
too IS a matter for consideration Next comes the 
cycle which for both imtial cost and upkeep can be highly 
recommended Either ot these means ol transport mil 
make the operator independent of fixed time services and 
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he Tvill bo able to Mit out to inve«tigite a new» ^toij within 
a few minutca of receiving mfonuatioQ concerning it 

If the motor-ojcle is utilized and the camera u-ed is of 
the An chutz pattern the case «!hould be earned over the 
shoulder If a reflea, is favoured then the bultv camera 
case will have to be fastened to the carnet of the machme 
at least on jonroeva extending bevond a few miles The 
case should not be strapped direct on to the earner or the 
focal plane shutter will soon lose all efficiency — and probibli 
screws and spnngs besides A spring platform or base will 
have to be added to the earner and an air cushion will 
lessen the majontv of road shocL. 

A Few General Observations 

It IS alwavs advisable to have a camera ready for imme- 
diate U'C After a heavy dav of operating followed br 
two or three hours of ni h work in the dark room on 
operator maj be tempted to put oS loading his shdes until 
morning This temptation should be guarded against TI 0*0 
minutes needed (o load up in the morning mar mean missiog 
a scoop If I remember nghtly a studio photographer 
in or near Hull had cause to be thankful for having a hand 
camera ready for mstant action when the ill fated ItSS 
burst into flames over that citv Such a state of prepared 
ness would mean more than one or two gumeas to tl e 
man m question Yes alnavs have a camera reaih for 
immediate use 


When loadmg dark shdes it is a good plan to number the 
plates This is especially advisable when covenng a function 
where a number of exposures will be made on personalities 
Of course the notebook should eecortl all exposed plates so 
that no mistake can be made for nothing is more di'-astrous 
to a Press photographer than the circulation of an error 
This nutnbenng winch can be done in one comer with 
an mdehble pencil is nnaffected b^ developing fixing or 
washing 


tPhen sending undeveloped plates to a paper or agency 
numbering is al sohitely essential If dark slides ore sent 
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their numbers wiU serve to indicate all that is necessary, but 
if plates are unloaded and packed and all exposures are not 
being forwarded, then it is advisable to re number them 
consecutively 


It IS M eU to know that many editors experience a shortage 
of pictures for a Tuesday s issue Mondays appear to provide 
little in the v ay of news and often stock negatives have o 
be used as “ fill gaps ' The operator who delivers some 
thing snappy, picturesque, and interesting to tlie editoria 
desk will be duly appreciated Tlic plan is well worth a 
tnal with the local papers at least 


I am told that process artists have a hkmg for the double 
IS eight print They say that it lends itself to treatment 
better than the ordmarj paper, which m some makes is 
very flimsy aud tends to curl on the slightest provocation 
I find Kodak ‘ Libra ’ very good indeed Its oheapne<.s 
too 13 worth consideration especially when a big baton oi 
prmts IS circulated It is made in several surfaces and 
grades but for Press work there are two suitable grades— 
Vigorous Glossy and Normal Glossy Both are fast and 
give excellent reudermg even from rather thm negatives 
For rush work double- weight paper is not to be recom 
mended as drjing is unduly prolonged but when prints 
can be made at night for circulation the following mormng 
they will dry without heat or attention 


IVhen sending out private pnnts it is advisable to indicate 
that thej are copyright Manj people are entirely ignoran 
of the law of photographic copynght and they tlunk that 
thej have every right to grant the reproduction of a photo 
graph simply because they have paid for the prmt It is 
not pleasant for an offended photographer to have to 
seek payment from an editor who honestly thought that 
the particular photograph was free from copynght or anj 
reproduction fee ,, 

A small but effective Copyright ’ rubber stamp wall 
supply the warning note on the back of the pnnt beside the 
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o|H.nitor 8 mnip 1 Jus n<hi<c njijilus p irticiilarlv to prints 

of j)crsonage3 cspocnlK of local interest for editors 

of countrj papers mi\ n<«k ^Ir So and So to supply them 
■Hitli a pliotograph of Itiiaself and he ma^ pend a head 
which 111 nil probabiht\ js *i comphmcntnr\ pnnt from the 
local freelance Ihe word Copyright mn\ not mean 
much to the sender but an editor will realize tl at if 
the jiliotogrnpli is reproduce*! the photographer will Rcol* 
pna ment 


I)urmg tlic winter months wlieii coastal storms arc ever 
pos<sihle operators residing in or tie ir seaside resorts should 
be read} to secure goo<l big wave’ studies Those nlwa^’s 
tell their own store and thtrt- ■•> a read> market for them 
among the dnilj papers If figures can be mtixxliiccd effee 
tiveU 80 much the better even n dog dcxlgirig a ‘ 1 ig 
one wall incrcafo such a pictures value 
Use ft pcrecned plate for this work the ordiinrv Press 
plate does not rcmler water at all well 


There are two technical papers which I ndvt e the operator 
to read rcgularlr the P/atwA Journal of PhologripJyj and 
the Aetrspaper llorll TJic former tie leading photo- 
graphic journal coiistantH imparts sound technical advice 
Its regular senes of articles contributed b} speciali ts m all 
branches of photographv cannot fad to be of use to beginner 
and experienced operator TIiC \ IF is to the joumafist 
what the B J is to the photogripl or it records the latest 
developments in all home papers and changes of address 
and frequently prints articles by leading art wbtors And 
the Press photographer is n joumali t inasm icli ns he is a 
collector of news in pictures 

Conclusion 

To those amateur phott^rapheis n ! o are keenh intercstetl 
in their hobbj and have leanmgs to an open air life affording 
vanety of work continual cliange of thought and surround 
mgs and constant contact mth the happenings of life 
tragic dramatic and humorous for all are met witl m tl e 
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profession— free lance Press photl^rnplij oSers a means of 
liTehhoml nlnoh has a fascinnUon and pleasure of its oiui 
Personallj , the art of photography and the picturo sense 
hale so strong a hold on me that nhen I pac v my p 
each August for the cnstomara holiday a camera soinel oii 
alwajs finds a place among them ' JI5 friends are divided 
into tiio camps about thm habit of mine Some memlj 
“ cannot understand "—others aver that the Scottish blood 
in mo IS responsible 1 I have made resolutions b«‘ 
thej arc broken at the last muiuto for I knoii that mi 
hohdai noiild not bo complete iiitlioiit a camera at hand 
The fascination of Press photograplij cannot casilj bo 

It '3 a profession that offers money making opportuiiilies 
both to the man or iioman. nlio regards photography as 
his, or her hobby and to the man 11 ho iioiiM make 11 lu« 
daily occupation The amateur can earn siiiricicnt to pay 
lor an annual lacation and the professional can Ji 

coiillorlablo livelihood if both study uhat cditom "ant and 
giie It to them Ihe measure of success in the form 01 
cheques mil bo in proportion to the zest and ability eacli 
(lisplnys Till re 13 110 royal road 

Success in free lance Press photography qualifies an opera 
tor for a stafi appointment ns nothing cLso can and d tins 
hook assists the aspirant of to-day to become a siiccps a 

Ircc lance or the ' Special Photographic t’omsjinnilent i.l 

a leading paiar lo-inorroii then the plcasun of iintiiig 
it mil la incriasiil a hundreiUold 



WHAT WE WANT 

“ messages ” from some of the Leadme Art Editors 

The Art I'JUoro/lIte”Tlyita7vltr'‘ 

I am a1n-a>t) (^tad to K>nsi(l«*r piood aSarp pliolof^plia of a topics) 
ruvtun*, of noil known porsonalittca at tnnu hunt ball* alioots, race 
mevtinga aporta nnd all ONcnbi of n soomt a gniHcaneo 

riiotogrnpfis of wtll known oclressps are «lv> wtlcoiiuil Tlieso must 
lisve some attraetivo cjunlitv in ilm grcniping or posing so llist ties 
would mnka attroctive pagni 
TVs Art Flitoroftht Anfy C/mnirfr 
Tlio D-itly Cl ronicle alwaj's wants news pieturea and no time a) ould 
l>e lost m aoiiding t)i(>sa to our Itmul ofDce unlcM they are of purely 
Korthem interest whcnthoyeanboaeDtdirccttoourLecasoOlce Plates 
ahould bo sent if dcla> ts thus a\oidc<J As far os genemt pictures are 
concerned the art editor is always ready to consider good country •side 
pictures of eututonding artistic merit pictures Dint ore pretty and I nppia 
and thow showing vigorous action bpoiia pictures are not rocjuiretl 
Tht Editor e//A«‘ J5<ji/yi)M/>atcA " 

It IS only necessary to ttunk of the word newrpaper to realize the mom 
recjuiromenu of a picture editor Tliough his medmin is so different from 
tlint of the nen-e editor, his object u tl e same— the presentation before 
the public of the many and vanwl luippenings tlial make up tl e complex 
hfa of to day 

And note the wonl luippenings* So far as tie bulk of newspaper 
illustrations go tliat is the wlole point— they are not aeccsannly works 
of art not examples of photogRi|>l le teciiiuque for its oim Sake important 
tl ougli these points may bemthemsehes butpictunzedneirr pictures that 
show sometl mg happening or (lie effect of something that 1 as happenni 
just previously A portrait of the village blacksmith who carnes on at 
100 IS all right IQ Its way and might stand a good chance of publication 
but far better is a picture that him carrying on In a word, lot 

the picture tell the story 

In addition to this mtin clas there are two others — the purely novel 
somethmg of no particular tomcal value but interesting by reason of lU 
unusual nature and the purely picturesque both of which are of use as 
occasional rel ef from the everyday type of picture 

And here is a hmt that even the well established professional may find 
useful White enlargmg up to pick out the best portion of a picture 
don t forget to send along also one print takmg m evcrytlung on the 
negative While your judgment may be correct the result may not be 
the right eiiape for tlie picture editors scheme particularly if it happens 
to be one of the last two or three blocks on the page and mu«t conform 
to the shape left by the others 
The Art Editor of the Dailj/hlnror 

We would point out that a BiDdy of tbe pictures we publish la the beat 
guide to tlie sort of photographs wo requ re but it will be noted that 
these must be of news interest, tbeso naturally bemg of important events 
IQ different parts of the eountiy os Boon after they happen as poas ble 
180 
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TKeATtEditoroJtke"Manehesicrauardian" f 

T).e ManrIesUr Guardian «a glad to POTteidcr l“l l,aU n 

pcneml ne«9 mlercat ether Lmd^h or foreign Thej shonkl 
r.ctonal %aluo and bo of a high standanl technically. 

T/i«^lrt ^fod ” v-„ , 

•The art editor of the Dad, Mad 

and Dis/infcftl 13 atwata pJifased to see PP » pro 

ara. phototapl^ Negative or jmnta dX il/mf pay' Uie 

eubmitteil, the size preferred w whole plate The xwiiy i J ^,n,roum 
highest rates in journalism for spccwl exclusive pictures The minirouin 
fee is 17a 6d 

rft«drtEdi/oro/“rA«Tim«»” ^ . ™. 

Photographs aubimtteil to The Tunes must have a 
ongmal glals or film negative is prefe^ ^ rre^is of a 

black and white bromide prints should t >,»1 h\ die first avail 

ra.Uvay accident, for example it should be dispatched b> t he fimt av ai 
able tram Tliere is no need for the photographer to deve op his piati^ 
or films That can be done m The Ttmw office, ^ shoulT bo 

developing and prmting department ®f" ,, j i,. included 

securelj paeVed* r.iirdescnptions of tho f . 

Pictures sent a day late aro w«elw WTiem a interest threatened 

nows V alue but relates, say. to a bmlding of historical mt 
with demolition, or gives a topical view, a good " oj ,a 

than halfpUto sire ma> ment 

ludsed partly on its news value ami partly on its a .«,• nimta 

Times endeavours to combine news with art m its A^c„n,o 

cranh If of stronc nows or topical interest, is welcome but no enmo 
ihotogmphs are considerovl Preference is always given o 
artistic photographs of general subjects 


ssesi 



ADDRESSES OF THE LEADING PAPERS AND 
JOURNALS USING PHOTOGRAPHS 

Together with their “ Standard Winimnm Rate of Payment 
for Ordinary Reprodnctions 
ILLUSrnVTED D\IULS 4 d 

Bulletin (l-> Boel nnsn Stnvt 10 B 

Daily Mirror Gemld « lloww FctterLa e L C 4 1 6 

Daily Sketch -00 Cray s Ian Itoad 11 Cl 1* 

NVTIOWL DMLILs USfNC PICTUnLs 
Daily Chron cle 3 Sal al un Srjufirc L C 4 o 1 

14 Tn ty Street Lce»l’ I ^ 

Daily Dispatch U thv Cn>%e Msnel ester 14 

Daily Express S Shoe Lone L C 4 14 

Daily Herald C^elte street L.C4 1 B 

Daily Mail Non! cl ffo House E C 4 an 1 Do /y 

J/ot Boikl ngs Maud ester 17 " 
Daily Kewi It) Bourena Street CC4 17 0 

Daar TflfgTafh 134 flfct fitted EC i 17 0 

Manchester Oaardian 3 Cress street Manelceter 17 6 

Morning Post 1$ Tiuler Street F C 4 1 r 

The Ttinea Pnnt ng House St] lare 1 C4 17 0 

lOVDOV ItJMSC DAPLRS UslNQ PlCTUBl^ 

Evenu^ News SottbrI ffe House ECS 1 0 

Eyemng Standarit 47 Shoe Lone EC4 17 B 

Star in BouTerro Street FC4 IT 6 

SOMl IHOMNCIAI DAIIIES UjsING PKTrURCs 
Belfast Telegraph Rovsl l>enue Belfast 10 0 

Birmingham Gazette ISOCorporato Street B rm ngl am 14 

Cardiff Evening Express St Afaiy Street Card G 10 S 

Darlington Eveung Dispatch Pnwtget Itetl rgton 10 0 

Edinbnrgh Erening Dis^teh 3i Aorih Bndge £d nh if^l 1 t> 

Glasgow Daily Record 97 Hope Stree Gla.crow 10 0 

I^eds Mercury Aew Stat on Street Leeds 14 

Le cester Mercnry "5 Alb oa Street Le ceater >4 

Liperpool Daily Conner nS lirtorutStreet, I^iFerpool 14 

Xiiverpool Echo ira V ctona Street L erpoot 14 

Liverpool Post ^ \ crtoiui Street Liverpool 14 

NeweasUe Daily Journal Ctavton Street New sstle-on Tj ne 10 f 

BOrthampton Daily Echo Market Square Vorthampton 14 

Borthem Echo Pnest<^le D&rbngton I 9 

Borth Mail WestgateBoad Aeircastle-on lyn** 10 ^ 

Notts Guardian South Sterwood Street, Aottmgbam 14 

Sheffield lodepesdent 21 Paisate Sheffield 14 

Sheffield Telegraph High Street Sheffield 14 

Western Man St Mary Street, Card G 10 C 

le- 
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■Woherhampton Exprm 
(Eten ) 

YoTkjhir® r.TtnloK PcJl 
Yorkshire Otserrer 
Yorkshire Post 
Yorkshire Tetemph (Ere n ) 

A Ki'W NVI.IKJ.Y 
Glu^ow Weekly Record 
Kevcastle Weekly Chronicle 
The Times Sopplement 


no UtiATii 8ln-<-». Wi.UerlininpUin . 
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